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women whose names are famous and in- 
famous, loved and hated, esteemed and 
despised. Dr. Macartney shows a master’s 
insight into the springs of human conduct 
and the responsibility of man to God. The 
contents include: The Woman of Tekoah, 
Naboth, Agrippa, Naomi, Malchus, Na- 
than, and others. 
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Here’s a wonderful, convenient 
opportunity for Christians to fel- 
lowship and relax while studying 
God’s Word and other subjects 
that will help them in serving the 
Lord better. Moody Summer 
School offers many advantages, 
in addition to a comprehensive 
curriculum, that will make your 
vacation a most pleasant and 
profitable one. 
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LETTERS 


*% tothe Editors 





COMMENDATION FROM A MENNONITE 


My mother-in-law who has been a regular 
reader of ETerNnity for a long time intro- 
duced me to the magazine several years ago 
and I have found it a growingly valuable 
source of information and spiritual nourish- 
ment. I am associated with the Mennonite 
Central Committee which serves as the 
channel through which North America 
Mennonites conduct their relief activities 
in various parts of the world under the 
service motto “In the Name of Christ.” 

There are several characteristics about the 
attitudes of ETERNiTy that I like and would 
like to commend you and your staff for 
them: 


1. You are coming to grips with the 
tremendous challenges of our day and seek- 
ing to find an application of the Christian 
gospel to them. We must do this as evangel- 
ical people or the tides of modern history 
will pass us by with the result that the 
non-Christian world. will not receive the 
full impact of our testimony. The mission- 
ary effort for winning men to Christ must 
be intensified but at the same time there 
must be a broader and more consistent ap- 
plication of the gospel and all Christ's 
teachings to the needs of mankind. This 
should be expressed as a willingness to share 
materially as well as spiritually. My friend 
Bishop C. F. Derstine of Ontario summed 
up this need by saying “The stuffed must 
help the starved.” A good Christmas 
thought! 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











MEL DIBBLE 


Feb. 1-6, Linden Baptist Church, Columbus, 
Ohio; Feb. 13-20, First Baptist Church, Marietta, 
Ohio; Feb. 27, 28, Evanston Baptist Church, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio : 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 
Feb. 22 (afternoon), St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 


Allentown, Pa. 


RALPH tL. KEIPER 


Feb. 6, First Presbyterian Church, Milford, Del.; 
Feb. 13, Central Baptist Church, Trenton, N. J.; 
Feb. 20, First Brethren Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Feb. 5, Wilmington Youth for Christ, Wilming- 
ton, Del.; Feb. 6, Central Baptist Church, Tren- 
ton, N. J.; Feb. 13, Ocean City Baptist Church, 
Ocean City, N. J.; Feb. 14, Euclid Baptist 
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Feb. 20-27, First Bap- 
tist Church, Woodbury, N. J. 








Dear Reader: 


Many of our readers have been wondering why we have not 
been printing a list of The Bible Study Hour stations. Apparently 
the list was more helpful than we thought. Here is the up-to-date list. 
Hope you are listening and asking your friends to listen. Broadcasts 
are on Sunday unless otherwise noted. 


ALABAMA 


ARIZONA 
CALIFORNIA 


DIST. OF COLUMBIA 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 
ILLINOIS 

IOWA 
MARYLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 


MISSOURI 
MONTANA (Tuesday) 
NEW YORK 


NORTH CAROLINA 


OHIO 


OKLAHOMA 
OREGON 


PENNSYLVANIA 


TENNESSEE 


TEXAS 


VIRGINIA 
WASHINGTON 
WEST VIRGINIA 


BERMUDA 
CANADA 

COSTA RICA (Sat.) 
ECUADOR (Friday) 


GUATEMALA (Tuesday) 


LIBERIA (Friday) 
PANAMA (Wed.) 


Birmingham 
Dothan 
Tucson 

Los Angeles 
Oakland 
Wasco 
Washington 
Miami 

St. Petersburg 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
Boone 
Baltimore 
Boston 
Detroit 
Grand Rapids 
Kansas City 
Bozeman 
New York 
Rochester 
Charlotte 
Mount Airy 
Cleveland 
Columbus 
Tulsa 
Eugene 
Portland 
Carlisle 

Erie 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Sayre 
Wilkes-Barre 
Chattanooga 
Johnson City 
Memphis 
Fort Worth 
Marlin 


San Antonio 
Richmond 


Bluefield 


Pembroke 
Toronto 

San Jose 
Quito 
Guatemala City 
Monrovia 
Panama City 


WSGN 
WAGF 
KCNA 
KFVD 
KROW 
KWwso 
WWDC 
WMIE 
WSUN 
WGST 
*WCFL 
KFGQ 
WCAO 
*WBZ 
CKLW 
WFUR 
WHB 
KBMN 
*WABC 
WVET 
wsoc 
WPAQ 
WHK 
WTVN 
KFMJ 
KORE 
*KEX 
WHYL 
WJET 
WIP 
*KDKA 
WATS 
WILK 
WAPO 
WJHL 
WMPS 
KXOL 
KMLW 
KCRS 
KTSA 
WRNL 
KVI 
WKOY 


ZBM 
*CFRB 
TIFC 
HCJB 
TGNA 
ELWA 
HOXO 


610 ke 
1320 ke 
580 kc 
1020 kc 
960 kc 
1050 ke 
1260 kc 
1140 ke 
620 ke 
920 kc 
1000 kc 
1260 ke 
600 kc 
1030 kc 


1570 ke 
710 ke 
1230 ke 
770 ke 
1280 ke 
1240 ke 
740 kc 
1420 ke 
610 ke 
1050 ke 
1450 kc 
1190 ke 
960 kc 
1570 ke 
610 ke 
1020 ke 
960 kc 
980 ke 
1150 ke 
910 ke 
680 kc 
1360 ke 
1010 ke 
550 ke 
550 kc 
910 kc 
570 ke 
1240 ke 


1240 ke 

1010 ke 

9645 kc 

49m. 6.050 mg 
1180 ke 

710 ke 

760 ke 





2:00 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
10:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
8:30 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
9:30 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 
6:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 


8:30 a.m. 


9:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 


8:30 a.m. 


8:30 a.m. 
9:30 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 


6:00 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. 
11:00 p.m. 
9:30 p.m. 
7:00 a.m. 
9:30 p.m. 


P.S. The asterisk beside the station call letter indicates a 50,000 watt 


station which can be heard well beyond its local area. 


Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a nen-profit 
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corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 
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2. Your high-level, objective, and scho- 
larly approach to the RSV question con- 
vinced me that ETerNiry is prepared to 
take a forthright stand despite emotional 
heat on both sides of a question. We need 
such thinking on so many matters hereto- 
fore dividing Christian people. Another 
significant example of your objectivity is 
the encouragement given to Christians to 
witness within their own denominations 
rather than write them off because there 
are problems and inconsistencies. 

8. I like the world viewpoint ETERNITY 
takes on most matters. This is so necessary 
in these days when worldwide forces of evil 
are moving so strongly against all that 
Christ means for mankind. We American 
Christians must recast our somewhat na- 
tional concepts to make the most of the 
world situation in which new nations are 
being created and old ones diminishing in 


strength. 
Akron, Pa. 


William T. Snyder 





*FAMILY NEEDS* 


The editor has known for many years 
the family of the Rev. Donald Fredericks, 
whose parents named him Donald because 
of the blessing they had received from the 
ministry of the editor of ETernity. Mr. and 
Mrs. Fredericks, returning recently to their 
mission home in Arizona, where they labor 
among the Navajo Indians, were confronted 
with the smoldering ruins of their home 
which had been burned completely during 
their absence. Nothing was salvaged—books, 
linens, furniture, everything gone. 

Anyone who wishes to help this young 
couple in the hour of their great need can 
communicate directly with them at the 
Navajo Bible School and Mission, Inc., Win- 
dow Rock, Arizona. Mrs. Fredericks’ dress 
size is 12, shoes are size 5, and their little 
girl, Denise, wears size 3. Mr. Fredericks es- 
pecially would like to have some books. Any- 
one who forwards money to ETERNITY. will 
receive a receipt good for income tax pur- 
poses, and we will hold the account open 
for Mr. Fredericks to choose books which 
he most needs. 
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NOW AND LATER 


Rigors of the foreign missionary field 
force many Christian workers to return 
to their homeland. A number of methods 
have been employed by various mission- 
ary agencies to reduce the number of 





field casualties but the toll is still disturb- 
ingly high. 

In this issue you'll read about the in- 
teresting experiment being conducted 
by Student Missionary Council, which is 
now operating in the Pacific Northwest. 
The organization enlists the services of 
students in Bible schools, Christian col- 
leges and seminaries in an intensive pro- 
gram of home missionary effort that in 
itself is a remarkably fruitful ministry. 


On the cover of this issue is the picture 
of an American Indian woman and her 
baby and a pet lamb, symbolizing the 
many thousands of needy hearts right 
in the United States. 

Read Gordon Fraser's stirring account 
of the work being accomplished during 
these “Missionary Internships.” 

Please give us your reactions to this 
unusual undertaking, which some feel 
will revolutionize missionary effort. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Jan. 30—Feb. 4, Westminster Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 6- 
11, Union Avenue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, Tenn.; Feb. 13-18, First 
Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. 
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ilbrandt of Emmaus Bible School, Chicago, 
classroom in the weeds at Spoo Mill, 





Ruth Emery, student at Philadelphia Bible Insti- 
tute, leads an eighty-year-old Italian Romanist to 
Christ. 











Missionary 


Gordon H. Fraser 


This comment, overheard by the writer, came from 

the lips of a young man recently returned from the 
mission field without having completed his first term. Ob- 
viously, he will not return to the field. 

Quite likely he was told all about the bugs, the heat, the 
nervous tension, the immorality, the difficult living condi- 
tions, and the still more difficult foreign language. All of 
these disagreeable features of the life on the mission field, 
had been absorbed, however, in a completely academic 
fashion, since his life previous to going to the field had been 
completely without corresponding experiences by which 
he could visualize the actual field conditions. 

We inquired about the young man’s case and found him 
to be typical of a class of present day candidates for the 
foreign field. He was born and reared in a middle class, 
modern home in a small Eastern city, got average or better 
grades throughout high school (did not take a foreign 
language because none was offered except Latin and he 
did not like Latin), spent two seasons in young peoples 
conferences in the Adirondacks. 


T= didn’t tell me about the heat and the bugs.” 
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4 ; Tribulation is the way to triumph 





Internships 


After high school he enrolled in a very fine Bible insti- 
tute and took the four year course earning a degree of B.A. 
in Religious Education, spent four months pumping gas 
in a service station, and then took the pastorate of a small 
neighborhood church where his uncle was a deacon. 

While working at the service station he made application 
to a well-known mission board for foreign service. During 
his eighteen-month pastorate he married a splendid girl 
who had attended the same Bible institute. On the strength 
of a very satisfactory background and education and an 
unblemished physical and spiritual record, the mission ap- 
proved the application, and after a period of residence in 
the mission’s stateside home, he was sent to a field in the 
tropics. 

All of this procedure was perfectly normal and legitimate. 
Yet, a year later we find this excellent young couple home 
again, throughly disillusioned, crestfallen, and likely to be 
lost to Christian service. 

Take for comparison, the following case history which 
parallells the former one almost to the letter, as far as back- 


ground and training go. 
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The cowboys in the eastern Oregon country pro- 
vide good prospects for student missionaries. 





> 


Abandoned church in eastern Oregon town. It 
was opened by Student Missionary Council 
workers. 


The mission board in this case, very wisely advised the 
candidate, who was still quite young, to spend at least a 
year in actual missionary field work in the homeland. He 
promptly applied for the one year missionary internship 
offered by the Student Missionary Council. 

The first phase of this internship was spent in a rather 
disreputable, unattractive lumber mill town, fifty miles re- 
mote from the nearest town and as far from the closest 
Christian fellowship. The town was overflowing with com- 
pletely unregimented and uninhibited youngsters with 
parents who had been the same as their children a few 
years ago—typical American pagans—pagans in convertibles 
with dollars in their pockets. The candidate and his young 
wife lived in a house trailer, cramped but cozy, and it was 
while serving here that the first baby was born without 
benefit of grandparents. 

The second phase of their training was spent in a similar, 
but more settled, community. Their housing was in keeping 
with local standards, small and adequate, but not very 
modern; clean because the missionary’s wife was a tidy 
person. The populace was about the same as in the pre- 
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vious village: loggers, railroaders, mill hands, almost totally 
careless and non-Christian. - 

This young couple went, in due time, still quite young, 
to their assignment on the foreign field and have turned 
out to be profitable, well-oriented missionaries. Their mis- 
sion board expressed deep gratitude for the practical train- 
ing given. 

What was the difference between these two cases? And 
what did the latter couple have that the former did not? 
Several distinct benefits! . 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 4 
The author, founder, and now secretary of Student Missionary Council, 
has spent the past 32 years in part and full time Christian service 
throughout the Pacific coast states. First, for five years among the 
Chinese people of the Sacramento Valley in California, later as a rural 
missionary, country pastor, Bible teacher, and evangelist. 

Denied the privilege of going to the foreign field, Mr. Fraser has 
sought through the years to prepare others for missionary service. To 
this end the Student Missionary Council was organized in 1938. More 
than 200 missionaries now on the foreign field received training under 
the Council. 

(Continued on page 46) 


The opportunity is often lost by deliberation 
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REALITY 


It does not make any difference what 
creed you have—if you have not met 
Jesus Christ personally you do not know 
what Christianity is. If you have met 
Jesus Christ personally, the creed will 
come along in God's own good time, and 


it will be the right creed. Unfortunately . 


some well-meaning people may take the 
first ten words of this editorial and say 
that I am denying the necessity for a 
creed. Anyone who knows anything 
about the honesty of true thinking knows 
that I am doing nothing of the kind. 
What I am trying to do is to jolt as 
much as I can those people who think 
that as long as the creed is “straight 
opinion” other matters are secondary. 

The Greek word for straight is orthos, 
and this is why we call teeth-straight- 
eners orthodontists and bone surgeons 
orthopedists. The Greek word for opin- 
ion, whether good or bad, is doxa, 
though in Biblical Greek the word is 
generally used only for good opinion. 
We can readily see, therefore, why 
people who held what someone called 
“straight opinions,” were orthodox, 
while people who hold “other opinions” 
are heterodox. 

There is a deep tragedy behind the 
very existence of these two words. For, 
whether we like to admit it, or not, 
orthodoxy for many has come to mean 
“my doxy,” while heterodoxy has come 
to mean “your doxy.” This means that 
one individual has set himself up to be 
the judge of. another man’s thinking. 
The Word of God judges all men as to 
their opinion about Jesus Christ. Our 
Lord, Himself, asked the question, 
“What think ye of Christ? Whose Son is 
he?” 

About the answer to this question 
there can be no division. In order to be 


6 The most expensive thing in the world is sin 


counted among Christians there must 
be the acceptance of His deity. But the 
quickest way to come to the knowledge 
that Christ is God is to meet Him per- 
sonally. When we have known Him as 
the One who forgives our sins, we know 
Him as God. When we know Him as the 
One who comes through to possess our 
innermost being, we know Him as God. 
When we know Him as the One who 
reaches out to others in yearning love, 
and that this reaching makes use of our 
hearts and hands, then we know Him 
as God. If any man does not have the 
sense of forgiven sin, of an indwelling 
Christ, and of that Christ reaching out 
through him in love, he may seriously 
question that he has truly met the 
Christ of the Bible. The Christ of the 
Bible, when He is truly met, immediately 
comes out of the Bible and into the 
heart in a way that is life, and life more 
abundant, as He Himself promised. 


When we have thus met Christ per- 
sonally He becomes more precious to us 
day by day, and His written word be- 
comes more precious to us day by day 
as we realize constantly that He left it 
to us in order that we might look beyond 
it to Him. The details of other doctrines 
will come out differently in different 
minds, but if they separate us, there is 
something wrong. 


PRIDE 

We talk about pride and most of us 
have definitions of pride which include 
its manifestations in other people. I have 
recently run across high pride in some 
conversations, in a way that makes me 
reexamine all of my own thoughts and 
ways lest there be pride at the root of 
any of my doings. 

First let me say, since these conversa- 
tions concern marriage, that I have the 
highest concept for Christian marriage 





that it is possible to hold. | am glad (not 
proud) that only two of the several hun- 
dred marriages I have performed in my 
lifetime have been dissolved by divorce. 
I have always held that a Christian may 
not divorce for any reason whatsoever. 
and if a Christian is divorced by a mate 
(unsaved or Christian out of the will of 
God) there can be no remarriage, un- 
less the unsaved mate expressly admits 
that the marriage is broken because of a 
hatred against Christ in the life of the 
believing spouse. 

The first conversation was with a 
couple who came to talk about getting 
married. She was from a family who are 
members of a very fundamental church 
whose pastor will enter my story in the 
second conversation. The young man 
she wishes to marry has been saved only 
two years and previously was married 
and divorced. Could she marry him? I 
pointed out that everything which took 
place before salvation was wiped out by 
regeneration and that he had every right 
to marry in the Lord. But, said she, it 
will appear on the marriage license and 
people will know about it. I pointed out 
that she knew about it, was convinced 
that he had the right to marry anyone 
else who might be a Christian. She 
agreed, admitted she did not want him 
to think of marrying anyone else: but 
her, but that she did not want anyone 
to know about his past. She was shocked 
when I told her this was high pride and 
a definite sin. How could it be pride? 
Was it rather not shame? I told her that 
shame in such circumstances was nothing 
more nor less than pride, in fact, Pride. 

Then I called her minister. I told him 
that this couple wanted to join his 
church because the family were members 
there and would he marry the couple? 
NO he would not. But why not? He told 
me with what I now believe to be high 
pride that he had never married anyone 
who had been divorced and that he was 
sure that God had honored him for his 
stand. I put a hypothetical question: 
Suppose that this man in his unsaved 
days had lived with ten different women 
without ever being married to any one 
of them. Now he is saved. Could he be 
married? The minister replied, “Cer- 
tainly, he could be married.” “Would 
you perform a ceremony for a man who 
had been guilty of twenty fornications 
but no marriage ceremonies?” Yes, he 
would. But suppose there had been a 
run-away marriage by a justice of the 
peace for this man and one of these 
twenty, and they had divorced after 
only three weeks? NO. He would not 
marry them. 

I then asked if that didn’t make the 
marriage ceremony the unforgivable sin? 
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There was no possible answer either in 
logic or, what is more important, in the 
Word of God. To hold that a ceremony 
makes a marriage is a violation of every 
spiritual thought in the Word of God. 
This minister had been guilty of sewing 
the new wine of Christianity like a patch 
onto an old garment of legalism. He had 
poured the new wine of our glorious 
freedom into the old skins of legalism 
and the wine was spilling on the ground. 

As I hung up the phone I felt what 
I believe was righteous indignation 
against such an attitude. Why should 
men allow legalism to distort the whole 
concept of grace? Why should Christian 
wine be allowed to run out on the 
ground because of an un-Biblical insist- 
ence on a non-Christian legalism? And, 
remembering the pride that was in the 
girl who was eager to marry the man but 
who did not want his “past” known, I 
wondered if the action of the minister 
was not an equally distorted pride: I 
have a set of rules. I live up to those 
rules. I wouldn’t break those rules even 
though they kept me in a position of 
utter absurdity and a real denying of 
the grace of God. 

The purpose of the editorial is to etch 
into our minds the danger of pride and 
to note that it may spring up in the 
strangest places. 


TRUE AMBITION 


Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
“Wherefore we labor, that whether pres- 
ent or absent, we may be accepted of 
him” (2 Cor. 5:9). Bropkes translated 
it, “Wherefore we make it our aim 
whether at home or absent, to be well- 
pleasing to him.” Rotherham translates 
it, “Wherefore also, we are ambitious, 
whether at home or away from home, to 
be well-pleasing to him.” The emphatic 

’ Diaglot renders it, “Therefore we are 
very ambitious, whether being at home 
or away from home, to be acceptable to 
him.” 

What did such a man as Paul care for 
the opinions of other men about himself? 
He had one great longing, one.consum- 
ing ambition, and that was tobe well- 
pleasing to Christ. If someone thought 
ill of him, it made no difference, for if 
he had the smile of Christ he did not 
need to worry about the frowns of men. 
And, on the contrary, if he had the 
frown of Christ all the human smiles 
could never compensate for the loss. 

Of all the ambitions that men may 
have this is the most important. The 
next verse shows that Paul was very con- 
scious that all his life and work would be 
reviewed at the judgment seat of Christ, 
and his one burning ambition was to 
be approved there. “For we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ; 
that every one may receive the things 
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done in his body, according to that 
which he has done, whether it be good 
or bad.” 

The Lord Jesus, after His resurrection, 
said to the disciples, “As my Father has 
sent me, so send I you” (John 20:21). 
It is a very intimate phrase, for the per- 
sonal pronoun is not to be found in the 
original. Literally it is, “As Father has 
sent me, so send I you.” The most im- 
portant word in the verse is so. “So send 
I you.” 

How did the Father send Christ? He 
sent Him to be made flesh to dwell 
among us (John 1:14). “He took on him 
the seed of Abraham; wherefore in all 
things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren” (Heb. 2:16, 17). 

If we are sent in the same way, it 
means that we must become like those 
whom we would win to Christ. The rea- 
son there are so many unsaved people 
in the slums is that too many people 
have lived in fine houses in the suburbs 
and gone down on visits to the missions 
in the slums. How many people have 
been willing to go and live in a house 
with cracked plaster and faulty plumb- 
ing in order to lead their neighbors to 
Christ? Now don’t misunderstand me. 
If you are sure that God has called you 
to live on the Main Line, or the North 
Shore, or wherever the wealthy and 
fortunate live near your city, then you 
do so, for you should be very ambitious 
to please Him in all things. But if He 
has called you to witness to men of low 
degree then live among them and un- 
derstand them. Let us stir up our think- 
ing, appraise our situation, find out just 
what the will of God is for us, and then 
be sure that we are very ambitious to 
be doing that will. That is what I want 
for myself. I pray that you may find His 
will and do it; and I want you to pray 
the same for me. 


STARTING RIGHT 


A minister who was in the habit of: 


preaching children’s sermons, one Sun- 
day morning decided to talk to the boys 
and girls about the proper use of money. 
To make the lesson vivid, he took into 
the pulpit a dollar in small change. He 
counted out the dollar before the chil- 
dren and then raised the question: “Sup- 
pose a dollar were given to you each 
week by your parents as your allowance, 
and you could have no more, how would 
you use it?” There was a momentary 
silence, and then suggestions began to 
flow from the youngsters. 

They thought of sodas and candy and 
pencils and notebooks. They spoke of 
club dues at school, of movies and maga- 
zines, and of putting money in the bank. 
It was not long before the dollar was 
spent. The minister then asked: “Where 
does God come in? Is there no offering 


Character without Christ is worthless 


for Him?” There was deep silence. Fin- 
ally one lad spoke up. “We started 


wrong,” he said, “We should have put 


God first.” “How much should be put 


aside as an offering to God in gratitude - 


of His blessings?” the minister asked 
next. It was soon agreed that anything 
less than ten cents out of the dollar 
seemed to be too little. So ten cents were 
set apart for God, and the remaining 
ninety cents were then apportioned to 
the other items with great enthusiasm, 
and no small amount of wisdom. 
Strangely enough there was ample for all 
the things the children thought neces- 
sary. 

That was an important lesson the min- 
ister taught that day. Sometimes we 
older folks forget to put God first, and 
when we have spent all our money, we 
have nothing left or surely not enough 
left for Him. We started wrong. 

But this is not the only lesson. A dime 
out of every dollar for God! Seems little 
enough! And the remaining ninety cents 
somehow is enough for our needs. 

Some Christians do not like the idea 
of the tithe, because it stems from the 
Old Testament law (although Abraham 
gave tithes to Melchizedek, a type of 
Christ, before the time of the law). We, 
say they, are no longer under law, but 
under grace. Nevertheless, in Romans 
8:3, 4, we read: “What the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending His Own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con- 
demned sin in the flesh: that the right- 
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit.” Here is the enuncia- 
tion of a great spiritual principle: the 
Christian standard of righteousness is 
not a lower one than that of the Jew in 
the dispensation of law. It is in reality 
a far higher standard. If we were Jews 
living under the law, we would be obli- 
gated to give to God a tenth of all our 
income as recognizing His Lordship over 
all our possessions. Shall we, then, as 
Christians in the age of grace, allow our- 
selves to be outdone in this respect by a 
Jew under law? 

The only fault a Christian can prop- 
erly find with the tithe is that the tithe 
is not enough to express his fullness of 
joy as one who has been redeemed by 
the blood of God’s Son. The New Testa- 
ment standard is “as God hath pros- 
pered” us (1 Cor. 16:2). We are not 
bound by law to give one-tenth, but God 
has said, “He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also boun- 
tifully. Every man according as he pur- 
poseth in his heart, so let him give: not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:6, 7). 

H. W. O. 
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HE UNITY CULT 


An exposure of a rapidly 


swelling heretical movement 


here are many types and shades of heresy to be found 
today within the borders of Christendom which deserve 
the concerned attention of all true Christians everywhere. 
Principal among these non-Christian cults is The Unity 
School of Christianity, or Unity as the faithful often term it. 


This up and growing concern first entered the arena of non- ° 


Christian cults in the year 1889, when Myrtle and Charles 
Fillmore first promulgated their “new” revelation. From 
this union of wills, a humble origin to be sure, “Unity” has 
grown to astronomical proportions. Unity is unique in that 
it concentrates very heavily on the power of the printed 
page, which yearly speaks in millions of tracts, pamphlets, 
magazines, and books, to advertise America’s biggest Mail 
Order Religion. 

Far outstripping the propaganda activities of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Christian Science, and Mormonism, Unity con- 
tinues to grow in power and prestige throughout America 
and especially in the Mid-West. The activities of Unity are 
not restricted to “Air Mail” or “Special Delivery” salvation, 
however, since over its own and numerous other radio sta- 
tions the movement broadcasts its “soothing” remedies for 
everything from sin, sickness, and death, to domestic 
troubles and the incessant demands of finance companies. 
Unity teaches that there is no problem insoluble if one 
“practices” its tenets faithfully, and offers not only health 
and happiness but financial security, as well. Couple, if 
you will, these material benefits with an extremely palatable 
theology; palatable, that is, to those uninstructed in the 
Word of God, and one can easily see why Unity is a “sure 
fire” prospect for popularity and expansion. 

Today, the Unity School of Christianity boasts over 
1,200,000 members, many well-edited magazines, a huge 
printing operation in Kansas City, Missouri, its center, a 
Sunday school. quarterly, “Wee Wisdom,” and a restaurant 
for vegetarians that has no equal for either variety or 
quality. 

Charles Fillmore supervised the entire facilities of his 
huge empire until death claimed him in 1948, a well-ad- 
vanced octogenarian. Myrtle Fillmore, his wife, partner, and 
co-founder of Unity, “passed on” in 1931. However, the 
aging prophet of eternal youth subsequently married Cora 
Dedrick, his secretary, who survives him, along with a son 
by his first marriage. 


8 Do you just know the truth or do you live it? 


By WALTER R. MARTIN 


The literature of Unity Christianity is published in the 
best taste, the paper is good and bindings are excellent. 
The style of writing is also very appealing since it makes 
much of Biblical references and illustrations. Unfortunately, 
the average person, either listening to a Unity broadcast or 
reading from their numerous publications, doubtless believes 
Unity to be a form of Christian theology, which it is not 
in any sane use of the word, as we shall now demonstrate 
conclusively from its own written propaganda. 

Like other non-Christian cults, the Unity School of 
Christianity adopts Biblical language to ensnare the un- 
wary layman. But the elusive specter of deceit, so prevalent 
in Unity and obvious to the trained eye, must be projected 
starkly against the back-drop of Biblical revelation and 
stripped of its protective coating of sugary language. Once 
this has been accomplished, the entire system is revealed as 
a gigantic masquerade and fraud, a clever counterfeit of the 
true gospel. 

Unity versus the Triune God 

“The Father is Principle, the Son is that Principle re- 
vealed in a creative plan. The Holy Spirit is the executive 
power of both Father and Son carrying out the creative 
plan.” 

Further than this, the Unity School commits one of the 
basic errors of Christian Science in that it makes God, Love, 
and in the next breath reverses the proposition, making 
Love, God. One can easily see from this that God becomes 
at once impersonal, which concept is the direct antithesis 
of all Biblical revelations concerning the Person and 
Nature of God. “God is loving . . . God does not love any- 
body. . . . God is the love in everybody and everything. . . . 
God is love. . . . God exercises none of his attributes except 
through the inner consciousness of the universe and man.””* 

From the preceding quotation, we feel that it is quite 
evident that Unity in no sense worships the personal God 
of the Bible, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It would be possible to list many more perversions of the 
Biblical concept of God from Unity literature but none 
speaks .as clearly against the Doctrine of the Triune God 
than does the abject pantheism of Unity’s Metaphysical 
Dictionary’s definition. One cannot have been born into 
God’s family by the Holy Spirit, nor washed in the blood 
of the Lamb unless he feels the utmost revulsion in the 
depths of his soul for Unity’s complete unconcern for truth 
as revealed in the foregoing quotations. The Father ob- 
jectively loved the world, hence He is a Person who is cap- 
able of love, not love itself, as Unity would have us believe. 

For Unity, then, the God of the Bible ‘is an impersonal 


1 Metaphysical Bible Dictionary, Unity School of Christianity, 629. 
2 Jesus Christ Heals, Unity School of Christianity. 1944. pp. 31. ‘32. 
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ee | ae | Principle, Supreme Intelligence, Divine Mind, etc., 
etc., but in no sense, they teach, is He a Personal Being. 

It must be very evident to even the most adamant Unity 
adherent that the voice of the Lord speaks most clearly 
through the Scriptures, bearing testimony to His Personal 
Being, as distinguished from their pantheistic un-Christian 
concept. The attempts of the Unity School ‘to obscure this 
great Biblical doctrine with a confusion of terminology, 
pales beside the triumphant witness of the Law, the Prop- 
hets, and the Christ, that God is personal as He has count- 
less times proclaimed in His Word, “I am the almighty 
God . . . Look unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the 
earth” (Isa. 45:22). Biblically speaking, then, Unity fails in 
its basic premise—a non-Christian definition of God which 
at one time describes him as neuter, and at another time 
makes him both masculine and feminine, a trait shared. 
incidentally, by both Shakerism and Christian Science.* 


Unity versus the Bible 

Throughout the whole content of Unity’s vast storehouse 
of printed propaganda, literally thousands of times the 
Bible is perverted and misinterpreted at direct variance 
with language and context by numerous Unity propagand- 
ists who are admittedly ignorant of the basic languages of 
the Bible and therefore totally unqualified to engage in 
deep exegetical translations of the original texts. No better 
illustration can be given of this than the almost sickening 
“metaphysical interpretation” of Psalm 23, as recorded in 
the late Charles Fillmore’s Book, Prosperity.‘ 

“The Lord is my banker; my credit is good. 

He maketh me to lie down in the consciousness of omni- 

potent abundance; He giveth me the key to His strong- 

box. 

He restoreth my faith in His riches, 

He guideth me in the paths of prosperity for His name’s 

sake. 

Yea though I walk through the very shadow of debt | 

shall fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy silver and 

gold, they secure me. 

Thou preparest a way for me in the presence of the 

collector; 

Thou fillest my wallet with plenty; my measure runneth 

over. 

Surely, goodness and plenty will follow me all the days 

of my life; 

And I shall do business in the name of the Lord forever.” 

Any reasonably intelligent individual cannot fail to see 
that this interpretation by Fillmore is a direct and absolute 


“perversion of David's Psalm, which stressed dependence 


upon a Personal God, not a glorified Impersonal Banker. 
Space does not permit a detailed analysis of this cult’s 
further assaults upon God’s Word. However, the interested 
reader may obtain a thorough study, historical and theologi- 
cal, with a full and detailed refutation of the Unity move- 
ment included, in a new book to be released in late 1955.° 


Unity versus the Deity, Person, and Work of Christ 

“We do most certainly accept the Divinity of Christ and 
of Jesus Christ, and we believe most thoroughly in the 
work which he did for mankind.”* The average Christian 


® Unity Statement of Faith, Articles 16 and 32. 
*P. 60. 


5 Unity Christianity Unmasked. Walter R. Martin. Biblical Truth Pub- 
lishing Society, 1955. 125 pp. $1. 1 “Order through Eterniry Book Service. 
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or non-Christian layman for that matter, perusing the litera- 
ture of Unity would doubtless accept the above quoted 
statement at face value. Yet, like the ancient gnostics of old, 
Unity denies the complete and absolute Deity of Jesus of 
Nazareth and insists, instead, that He and “the Christ,” 
“the Spiritual Identity of Jesus,” are two separate entities. 

“The Bible says that God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, but the Bible does not here 
refer to Jesus of Nazareth, the outer man; it refers to the 

Christ, the spiritual identity of Jesus, whom he acknow- 

ledged in all his ways, and brought forth into his outer, 

until even the flesh of his body was lifted up, purified, 
spiritualized, and redeemed. Thus he became Jesus Christ, 
the Word made flesh. And we are to follow him into this 
perfect state and become like him for in each of us is the 

Christ, the only begotten Son. We can, through Jesus 

Christ, our Redeemer and Example, bring forth the 

Christ within us, the true self of all men, and be made 

perfect even as our Father in heaven is perfect, as Jesus 

Christ commanded his followers to be.”’ 

The Bible declares that the Eternal Word of God (John 
:1) became Man in Jesus of Nazareth (John 1:14) and’ 
further that He never ceased to be the Deity, that He was 
and ever shall be (Phil. 2:8, Col. 2:9, John 8:58, Rev. 1:17 
and 18, etc.). Jesus Christ was not Jesus and Christ, as the 
gnostics and Unity cultists would have us believe, but rather 
He was the God-Man, two Natures in one Being, immutable 
forever. 

The interested reader should know the following quoted 
examples of repeated term-switching, all applying to man, 
but originally applied only to Jesus Christ. These are good 


— 


® Unity Magazine. Vol. 72, no. 2, p. 
7 Unity Magazine. Vol. 57, no. 5, p. $4, and Vol. 72, no. 2, p. 8. 
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in Omaha, when officials of the Air Force Association’s annual 
convention ordered 51 signs bearing the names of the 48 states 
plus the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and Hawaii, the sign 
painter delivered 51 signs each neatly lettered: THE FORTY-EIGHT 
STATES, PLUS THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, PUERTO RICO, AND 
HAWAII. There are many poor sinners who read the Bible as though 
the gospel read that Christ died for all the world without realizing 
that they must translate this down to the personal CHRIST DIED 
FOR ME. 


God does not meet men in buildings but in hearts 9 
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West Virginia Churches Leave Care of Needy to Government 


Evangelical Church in Germany Refuses Communists Confirmation 


Retrogression in Sweden in Religious Practices and Policies 


DEPARTURE FROM HISTORY 

The Ministerial Association of Charles- 
ton, W. Va., has declared that the care 
of the needy is a function of government 
rather than of the churches, “who al- 
ready are doing more for the needy than 
the public realizes.” At the same time 
the organization appointed a committee 
to study the problem of providing hospi- 
tal treatment and care for the city’s pov- 
erty-stricken patients. Such an action as 
this flies in the face of all of history. 
When Christ came into the world. there 
was no thought that government should 
care for any but the strong. Half of the 
population of the known world were 
slaves. The early church began help for 
the poor. Deacons were appointed to 
take care of the hungry. Every great so- 
cial movement in history has stemmed 
from the faith that has been in the 
hearts of believers. Hospitals were origin- 
ally called houses of God. There were no 
asylums for the insane, for the elderly, 
for orphans, except those founded by 
believers in Christ. Wilberforce fur- 
nished the impetus to free the slaves. 
Booth warred in behalf of the poor and 
the miserable. Christian missions started 
care for the lepers. 

Be sure that the Roman Catholics will 
not follow the lead of the Protestant 
Ministerial Association of Charleston. 
The Roman Church is spending vast 
sums on hospitals and other institutions 
of care for the sick and the suffering. 

True believers who have the gospel 
in its purity should realize the tremend- 
ous obligation that is upon us to be 
Christ made flesh and dwelling among 
the needy, to touch and help them. 

The actions cited above came as a re- 
sult of an appeal from the mayor of the 
city asking the churches to help as the 
city’s budget for social work was ex- 
hausted. The mayor pointed to the 
churches as institutions “duty bound 
and under moral obligation” to render 
aid immediately and said, “the church 
today is perhaps a little lax in its obli- 
gation towards the poor and downtrod- 
den.” Certainly the mayor is right inso- 


far as believers are concerned. God tells 
us that as we have opportunity (i.e., 
depending on the size of our income) we 
are to do good to all men, but especially 
to those who are of the household of 
faith” (Gal. 6:10). 


DIBELIUS TAKES A STAND 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, head 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
sent a circular letter to all East German 
pastors in his diocese instructing them 
to refuse confirmation to children who 
had taken part in Communist initiation 
ceremonies. The Communist youth or- 
ganizations of East Germany were quick 
io brand the Bishop as a reactionary. 
An uneasy truce has existed between the 
Communists and the Evangelical Church, 
but a dispute has been developing over 
Communist indoctrination of school 
children. “Parents must know,” the bis- 
hop said, “that professing the evangeli- 
cal faith is incompatible with participa- 
tion in such initiations and that chil- 
dren practicing or attending them can- 
not be confirmed by the Church.” 


STATE OF THE SWEDISH CHURCH 


Great discussion has broken out in 
Sweden because the new Bishop of Stock- 
holm, the Rev. Helge Ljunberg, in his 
first pastoral letter, has recommended 
that Lutherans go back to making the 
sign of the cross, and that the confes- 
sional should be established in the 
churches. The Bishop also called for 
increased political activity by the State 
Church on both local and national levels. 
Another matter that has caused wide- 
spread criticism of the government, and 
by all newspapers except those of the 
Prime Minister’s own political party, is 
the freezing of $400,000 collected by the 
Swedish Pentecostal Church to establish 
a radio station in the international city 
of Tangier, in North Africa. One of the 
leading newspapers of Stockholm came 
out with a strong statement that the fin- 
ance minister allowed several billion 
kroener to be spent for “foreign porno- 
graphic drivel and strip cartoons” and 


for the importing of alcoholic beverages. 
A conservative member-.of Parliament 
in a strong speech against the action, 
pointed out that the same people would 
be allowed to export the Swedish ex- 
change for the purchase of foreign auto- 
mobiles, or to spend time at southern 
European bathing resorts, or, for that 
matter, in the bazaars of Tangier itself. 
The government also refused to grant 
a license for a “radio ship” which the 
Pentecostalists desired to have cruising 
in the Baltic, broadcasting the gospel 
into Russia. 


MONTGOMERY AND SOLOMON 


At Columbia University, stronghold of 
the so-called “progressive” education 
which wishes to eliminate all chastise- 
ment from education, Viscount Mont- 
gomery defended good spankings for 
bad boys. “I was well beaten myself,” he 
said, “and I am the better for it.” To 
the advocates of modern education with- 
out punishments he replied, “A good 
beating with a cane can have a remark- 
able sense of awakening on the mind and 
conscience of a bad boy.” God, through 
Solomon, said it long before Montgom- 
ery. “Folly is bound up in the heart of a 
child, but the rod of discipline drives it 


‘far from him” (Prov. 22:15). “Do not 


withhold discipline from a child; if you 
beat him with a rod, he will not die. If 
you beat him with the rod you will save, 
his life from Hell” (Prov. 23:13, 14). 
“He who spares the rod hates his son, 
but he who loves him is diligent to dis- 
cipline him” (Prov. 13:24). 


NEW CHURCH FOR NAZARETH 


There are five churches in Nazareth— 
Coptic, Syriac, Aramaic, Greek, and 
Roman Catholic, each denomination 
claiming that its building is on the exact 
site where the angel appeared to tell 
Mary that she would become the mother 
of Jesus. When I visited them the first 
time there. were caretakers who at- 
tempted to bring proofs that their site 
was the true one. The Roman Catholic 
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blandly stated that the Pope had de- 
clared infallibly that this site was the 
true one! At all events, that church is 
now being torn down and a new one, 
costing more than $2,000,000 is being 
erected in its place to commemorate the 
Marian year. It is the largest church in 
the Near and Middle East. 


SEMINARY FOR INDONESIA 

A theological seminary is being opened 
by the Southern Baptists in Indonesia, 
and a location has been secured in the 
city of Kediri for the construction of a 
hospital in an area where there are 
3,500,000 people served by only seven 
doctors—one doctor for every half million 


people. 
MOST CHRISTIANS SPEAK ENGLISH 


Nine per cent of the world’s popula- 
tion speaks English, yet 90 per cent of 
all Christians come from the English- 
speaking people. Of all the world’s or- 
dained pastors, 94 per cent minister to 
the 9 per cent that speak English. Of all 
funds that our churches obtain, 96 per 
cent are spent to minister to the 9 per 
cent.—The Herald Pulpit. 


QUOTATIONS FROM N.C.C. MESSAGE 


Many people who call themselves 
fundamental in doctrine have closed 
their minds to much that is happening 
in the religious life of our country be- 
cause they will not listen to any words 
that are spoken outside of the narrow 
circles in which they move. It might be 
well for those who have claimed that the 
National Council of Churches is com- 
posed entirely of those who deny Christ 
to read the text of the Council’s message 
to the churches of the country on the 
occasion of the recent assembly in Bos- 
ton. A sentence or two: “Looking to 
Jesus Christ, the source of our power 
and unity, the National Council sends 
greetings .. .” “Hear the good news of 
God in Jesus Christ! His Word is to fear 
not, for in Him all things find their 
meaning and their destiny.” “Underly- 
ing our common work is a deep and 
abiding unity of faith in Christ as divine 
Lord and Saviour.” “There has never 
been a wider opportunity to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ than just now. 
This wider opportunity is found not 
only in the churches within the bounds 
of our own nation but in our wider min- 
istry throughout the world . . . Wher- 
ever the gospel is being preached with 
effectiveness and devotion churches do 
not lack for worshipers. There is hunger 
on the part of this generation which 
only the Christian gospel can satisfy. 
The néed is for a more understanding 
ministry in order that the gospel may 
become more effective in daily life. . 

A free pulpit is a sacred trust. Let the 
ministers of the nation speak with 
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authority and conviction the good news 
of God in Christ. We believe that Amer- 
ica is ready for a great spiritual awaken- 
ing and revival. The minister must be 
a man of great expectations. It is neces- 
sary that each should search his soul and 
pray that the revival may grow in his 
own heart. Let us strengthen one an- 
other through prayer and fellowship . 
We are not satisfied with our inadequate 
response to what Jesus Christ can and 
wants to do through the church. We 
pray that the witness of the churches 
may come nearer to the will of God. We 
know that we cannot live without God 
and we cannot ‘ignore the truth about 
life revealed through Christ. He is the 
way, the truth, and the life; the answer 
to our deepest needs. In the power and 
unity of His gospel we dedicate our- 
selves anew to the unfinished tasks of His 
kingdom.” 


OXFORD REVISING SCOFIELD BIBLE 

A committee of eminent Bible scholars 
has begun work on a revised edition of 
the world-famous Scofield reference 
Bible, it was announced by Oxford Uni- 


versity Press, publishers of this special 


edition of the King James Version. 

Henry Z. Walck, president of the New 

York office of Oxford, pointed out the 

“revision of the Scofield Reference Bible 

is a long-range proposition, for there is 
a vast amount of editorial work before 
the committee. I should say that it will 
certainly be five or six years before the 
new edition will be available to the 
public.” 

The chairman of the committee on re- 
vision is Dr. E. Schuyler English. Dr. 
English edited the “Pilgrim Edition” of 
the Holy Bible which Oxford published 


‘in 1948, and is also editor of the maga 


zine, Our Hope. Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein. 
headmaster of the Stony Brook School. 
will serve as vice-chairman. His father , 
the Rev. Arno C. Gaebelein, was one of 
the consulting editors of the original. 
Scofield Bible. 

Other members of the editorial com- 
mittee are: Dr. William Culbertson, 
president, Moody Bible Institute; Prof. 
Charles Feinberg, Talbot Theological 
Seminary; Dr. Allan A. MacRae, presi- 
dent, Faith Theological Seminary; Dr. 
Alva J. McLain, president, Grace Theo- 
logical Seminary; Dr. Clarence E. Mason. 
Jr., dean, Philadelphia; Bible ‘Institute: 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Fuller Theological 
Seminary; and Dr. John F. Walvoord, 
president, Dallas Theological Seminarv. 


RED CELL IN EVERY INDIAN VILLAGE 


Every village in India has a Commun- 
ist cell, according to Dr. Hilda Lazarus, 
retiring. director of Vellore Christian 
Medical College, South India, in a re- 
cent interview granted a representative 
of British Weekly. 

The Communists, she said, took ad- 
vantage of the many new literates in 
India by selling to them very cheap and 
well-printed literature. They produced 
more attractive-looking literature than 
the Christians did. Dr. Lazarus consid- 
ered the Indian Communist Party was on 
its toes. Probably financed by Russia, it 
had plenty of money behind it. 

The professional Communists—“un- 
der-cover ring-leaders”—were dangerous, 
she said. But there were other Commun. 
ists, usually harmless: the young idealists 
(often students) and a number of dis- 
gruntled people. 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Backslidden Christians and churches have departed from a place 


of usefulness; even in this hurly-burly age God is ready to restore 


TS EVAL THE NORMAL? 


ARMIN R. GESSWEIN 


the spiritual life. Some sickness or disease or decay has 

set in. It means that the church and the Christian people 
are either abnormal or subnormal. They are below New 
Testament par in their living. As Vance Havner has said, 
the church is so subnormal that if it got back to the New 
Testament normal it would seem to be abnormal! If we 
were up to the New Testament normal we would not need 
revival. Revival is not the normal. The New Testament 
presents the normal. The reason that we need revival is to 
get back to the normal New Testament Christian life, as 
Christ offered it, as the disciples apprehended it, as the 
early church lived it. That means not just a few weeks of 
special meetings, but the normal level of living. 

This whole psychology of the “special” needs close re- 
thinking. When we read at the close of Acts 2, “They con- 
tinued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, and in fellow- 
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers,” we are not 
reading of a revival campaign in the Jerusalem church; we 
are reading about their normal life. When we there read 
further, “They continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,” we are 
not reading about a special meeting, but of their normal 
level of living day after day and week after week. And when 
we then read, “The Lord added daily to the church such as 
should be saved,” we are reading about a constant evangel- 
ism that proceeded from a normal praying, Spirit-filled 
church. And the one reason why we need revival, and need 
it so desperately, is to come back to this normal New Testa- 
ment level. 


Re: pre-supposes a low state of religion, a decline in 


Departure — Not Decline 

When Christians and churches decline, slip, and back- 
slide, it is not so much that they decline, but that they 
depart, from Scripture. Now the seriousness of the whole 
situation is just this, that they depart from the Bible where 
it is most plain. Then they begin to shorten up on God. 
They become very clock-conscious, are satisfied with short 
services, and want sermonettes, and often preacherettes! 
But they do not want to shorten up on their fun program, 


The Rev. Armin R. Gesswein was used of God in the great Nor- 
wegian revival. Formerly a member of the faculty of Gordon College, 
Boston, Mr. Gesswein is now director of the Revival Prayer Fellowship 
of Southern California, Inc. 
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or on their pleasure, or on the easy pattern of life they have 
now adopted and have conformed themselves to. Having 
departed, they now have become conditioned to the general 
low, fallen level which is all around them—a lukewarm con- 
dition of Christianity which is so general that it has become 
the standard and norm. 

Differences are bad, but I doubt if they are as bad as in- 
difference. “Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou 
are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked” (Rev. 3:17). Could all of these five things happen 
and one not know it? 


The Subtlety of Backsliding 


The subtlety of this backsliding among Christians—those 
who are in need of revival—is that the sins that are hinder- 
ing them are not murder, rape, robbery, crime, corruption, 
drunkenness, delinquency, divorce, etc. Rather, it is due to 
the subtler sins of neglect, of slipping, of sliding, of seepage, 
of lost motion, of creeping paralysis. Revival days are Bible 
days, and Bible days are revival days! They are days in 
which the Bible becomes alive again; days when we take 
the vast areas of plain Scripture at face value. They are 
days in which we see happening before our eyes the things 
that we see taking place as we réad the plain pages of the 
New Testament—all by the same Spirit. 

“Ephraim is joined to his idols: let him alone” (Hos. 
4:17). G. H. Morrison writes: “Watch! For it is not by one 
black and awful deed that a man shall sin away the grace 
of God. It is by the silent hardening of our common days, 
the almost unnoticed tamperings with conscience, the steady 
dying out of what is best under the pressure of a worldly 
city: it is by that the Spirit dies, it is by that men become 
castaway.” 

Backsliding starts in the heart. It is not that these people 
have not forsaken their old ugly sins; but that they have 
now also forsaken “the assembling of themselves together” 
(Heb. 10:25). They have accepted a fallen standard as the 
norm. This did not merely happen to them; it came about 
by a series of choices. They did not lose their first love, 
they left it. The Scripture is always keen to catch us at 
the point of our responsibility and conscience. This did 
not come about by Adam's transgression; it came about by 
our own. It is not merely because of the sin we were born 
with; but it is the sin we have been committing since! 
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Neglect of Prayer 

Backsliding starts at the knees. When the knees are not 
often bent the feet soon slide! If you do not believe me 
look at our average prayer meetings in the land. Almost 
any other meeting of the church gets more attention and 
interest than the prayer meeting. One need not be a peculiar 
kind of prophet with a strange sort of measuring instrument 
to detect the exact level of our church life today. Our poor 
prayer meetings give us the exact level. They give us away. 
For, as goes our prayer life, so goes our power; and the 
prayer level is to this day the power level of the church. 

If we had revival our prayer meetings would be full 
again. If our churches were normal the prayer meetings 
would be the most important meetings of the church. Chris- 
tians would be eager and would almost run to them. That is 
the way it has been for many a day in Korea. They have 
found the normal. Constant daily prayer on a vast scale, 
constant daily Holy Spirit living, constant daily conversions. 
The atmosphere of prayer is the atmosphere of revival. In 
the great Wales awakening the churches were full: of people. 
of prayer, of praise, of the power of the Holy Spirit. In the 
revival of 1857 our entire land was full of prayer meetings— 
daily noon-day prayer meetings—and some thousands and 
thousands of souls were won to Jesus Christ. Charles G. 
Finney says: “The spirit of prayer that prevailed in those 
revivals was a very marked feature of them. It was common 
for young converts to be greatly exercised in prayer; and, 
in some instances, so much so that they were constrained to 
pray for whole nights, and until their bodily strength was 
quite exhausted, for the conversion of souls around them. 
There was a great pressure of the Holy Spirit upon the 
minds of Christians; and they seemed to bear about with 
them the burden of immortal souls. They manifested the 
greatest solemnity of mind, and the greatest watchfulness 
in all their words and actions. It was very common to find 
Christians whenever they met in any place, instead of en- 
gaging in conversation, to fall on their knees in prayer. . . .” 


What Standard? 

When Christians backslide and fall into a lukewarm 
state they begin to ask, “What’s wrong with this?’ or 
“What's wrong with that?” They are on the defensive. 
They have accepted another standard. The Bible standard 
is: “Do all to the glory of God,” but they have fallen from 
God to the good. There is a whole area of the good, of 
neutral things, of things neither right nor wrong in them- 
selves, and Christians have fallen from the miracle level of 
a daily life in the power of the Holy Spirit to the level of 
the good. 

Entertainment has a real place, but the kinds that many 
of our Christian people are taking up are satisfying the lust 
for substitutes rather than building the love of God in 
Christ. It will be a glorious day when we see the thousands 
that are running for one form of entertainment or another 
again running to the house of God and the place of prayer 
and on fire with a passion for lost souls. 

Our lives are crowded, complicated, and complex; so we 
suffer from complexes! Simplicity is rare. Singleness of heart 
is stifled. It is the age of duplicity, of double-mindedness, of 
double standards; of two-toned, two-timed living. There is 
little care, little concern, and little capacity for God. We 
are cursed with barrenness—the barrenness of busy-ness. 
Faces are pinched and drawn. Many are the new fears, 
anxieties, and frustrations. Aspirin is king! 
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We crowd our lives with anxious cares, 
Our thoughts are born unfree; 

We crucify our hurried prayers 
Upon a service tree. 

What an hour it will be when that centralized core of 
concentrated carnality, which now kills Holy Spirit action 
is crucified in our churches, and we again see hosts of 
Christians walk in the newness of Christ’s resurrection life! 


Membership Standards 

As to church membership standards: we have accepted 
a general, thin, watered-down level of born-again member- 
ship instead of the plain New Testament standard and level. 
This plain level is more apt to be found on the mission field 
now than in our home churches. In most of our churches the 
door of membership is not through the Upper Room as in 
the New Testament church. Today we need not be “sepa- 
rated.” For instance, we say, “She is saved, but she is not 
separated” in her Christian life. Where do we find this 
distinction in the New Testament? There it is clear that 
we are bought with a price, and that we are to glorify God 
in our bodies as well as our spirits, which are His. We are 
no longer our own. Today we are low on sanctification, and 
sanctification is standard New Testament Christianity. It-is 
the great burden of the New Testament that we shall 
walk in abiding fellowship with Jesus Christ. Today we are 
low on service. In the New Testament Christians became 
servants of Christ at once. They were sons, saints, servants, 
students (disciples), and soldiers. 


The Psychology of the Special 

We turn aside so quickly out of the way (Ex. 32:8; Deut. 
9:12, Jud. 2:17). The least provocation, or even suggestion 
to “come here, go there” finds us ready and eager to comply, 
often without even a moment’s hesitation. Why? Evidently 
because that is where our heart really is. 

Then again, we have a “party spirit” . . . 
than one! 

And are we to change all this by the technique of the 
“special” which has largely become our standard of meet- 
ings today? The whole psychology of the special needs re- 
thinking. People have the idea, “Oh, yes, this is special . . . 
[’ll go to these meetings a few more nights than usual .. . 
but when they are over we will go back to the normal again.” 
(Meaning the usual rut!) We have led our people to think 
in terms of the special rather than in terms of the normal. 
We are so conditioned to the standard all around us that 
this “rutualism” is the very warp and woof of our living. 

Our need, our desperate need, is not only revival; but it 
is to get back to plain normal Bible living. 

The tendency of fire is to go out, unless constantly re- 
newed. The tendency of faith is to flag unless re-fed by the 
Word. The tendency of our zeal is to wax and wane as the 
moon. We tend to extract, encase, and encrust doctrine; and 
dogmatism is substituted for the living Word of God. Fel- 
lowship so readily institutionalizes. Movements become self- 
conscious and harden. Many of our problems in the church 
come from organization: somewhere we fail to organize the 
organism, and tend either to lose or kill it. It has been said 
first there is a man, then a movement, then a: machine, and 
then a monument. 

Much of our life is lived in the habits we form, and these 
become patterns. However, these patterns are those of ease, 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Psaiah 


THEN SHALL THE LAMBS FEED (5:17) 


Commentators have taken opposite meanings from this 
passage. In order to show the Bible student the problem, | 
shall treat this verse in two different ways. First: after words 
of terrible judgment come words of profound comfort. 
What lies between? Nothing less than the second coming 
of Christ. The judgments end with verse fifteen and the 
comfort is given in our text. In between lies the promise 
that the Lord of Hosts shall be exalted in judgment and 
the holy God shall show Himself holy in righteousness. 
Thus, in the midst of great judgment comes sweet consola- 
tion for the Lord’s own people who must sigh as the 
calamities of judgment fall. Christ's “Come unto Me .. . 
and I will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28) is likewise a short 
passage of promise which follows the judgment that an- 
nounces that Capernaum shall be brought down to Hell. 
God's lambs will graze freely, and their pastures shall be so 
fat that nomad shepherds will be able to feed their flocks 
on the edges of the lush pastures. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the grace of peace. 


THEN SHALL THE LAMBS FEED (5:17) 


The contrasting interpretation: The judgments shall be 
so terrible that lambs will be able to graze where there 
might have been gardens. Where there was once a land 
flowing with milk and honey, lambs graze as if there never 
had been any other purposé for the land than mere pastur- 
age. The fat ones—tyrants who had taken the land—would 


have their estates turned into ruins where the wandering - 


shepherds would bring their flocks. (The RSV by depart- 
ing from the Hebrew gives this interpretation instead of a 
translation.) Calvin finds it possible to harmonize the two 
explanations. There is consolation for the Lord’s lambs, for 
in the midst of judgment the Lord will show Himself a 
faithful shepherd, and will feed His lambs in His usual 
manner. But His true people, after being wanderers and 
aliens for so long a time that the land has become waste 
under the tyrants, shall again return to possess the lands 
that were once relinquished. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art both Judge and Shepherd. 


WOE UNTO THEM THAT DRAW INIQUITY 
WITH CORDS (5:18) 

‘The third woe is pronounced upon those who are arro- 
gant and bold in their sin. Isaiah lived in the days when 
the fastest vehicle which men possessed was the chariot, 
a variation of the cart. The figure of speech which is hidden 
here may be understood if we compare it to the arrogance 
of the youthful delinquent who has souped up his hot-rod 
to the point where he can flaunt his speed dangerously be- 
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fore saner drivers. Here men are seen as sinning by the 
cartload. They have their wagon full of sin and for harness 
they use lying (for this is the true meaning of the word 
here translated vanity). They draw alongside of other men 
and jeer at their goodness, increasing their speed to pass the 
righteous, while they boast of their load of sin. When men 
sin privately there, is hope to break through their sense of 
shame and bring repentence, but when men do evil publicly 
and have pleasure in those who are vile, they have been 
abandoned by God (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28, 32). 

Lord, give us an increasing hatred of sin in any form. 


LET HIM MAKE SPEED (5:19) 

How tragic that men think that God cannot catch up 
with them! Most of us have run away from God some time 
or other, and how joyful we are who have learned that God 
takes the short cuts of love to meet us at some corner where 
we least expect Him, in order to pour out His love upon 
us. How sad when men run from God dragging their cart- 
load of sin and using the harness of lies, calling it by some 
other name. If unbelief were called infidelity men would not 
be so .proud as.when they call it “free thought” or “rational 
religion.” And so they challenge the judgment of God and 
ask when it is going to come. Jennings paraphrases these 
verses: “Woe to those whose wickedness is helped by words 
of lying, who in their pride and unbelief, the wrath of God 
defying, Cry, Let Him speed and haste His work, and then 
we may receive it; Until that wrath, long-threatened, comes, 
we cannot quite believe it.” 

Lord, give us a holy horror of sin. 


WOE. TO THEM THAT CALL EVIL GOOD (5:20) 


There is no one who calls iniquity good but there are 
men who call evil good. They would never say that murder, 
robbery, and treason were good, for these things are visibly 
iniquitous. We even find evil men who pride themselves on 
calling iniquity iniquitous, taking credit for a sort of good- 
ness because of their stand. But there are other things which 
are evil, and we know that they are evil because the Word 
of God tells us that they are evil. These men will read that 
the Bible gives God’s verdict that “we are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isa. 
64:6). Yet how many men there are, even in the pulpit, who 
call human character good and preach that God must take it 
into account in salvation. 


Lord, may we ever call things by their right names. 
WOE TO THEM THAT CALL GOOD EVIL (5:20) 


The very principles of our salvation are denied by men 
who call them evil. This verse can be applied noc only to 
the men who belittle good actions by their calumnies, and 
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who, through their envy condemn deeds that are well done. 
We may bring this woe into the pulpit once more and _pro- 
nounce judgment upon those who refuse the sacrifice of 
Christ. Many theologians have said that the doctrine of 
salvation by a substitute is evil, and that it is an evil thing 
to punish the innocent for the guilty. God says that Christ’s 
death was fragrant and well pleasing to Him (Eph. 5:2). To 
take sides with any theology that denies the atonement is 
to call good evil. God says that Jesus Christ is His beloved 
Son, in whom He is well pleased (Mt. 3:17). To take a 
Unitarian position (whether in Unitarianism, Judaism, 
Christian Science, Islam, or anywhere else) is to call good 


evil. 
Lord, we take sides with Thee. 


WOE TO THEM THAT PUT DARKNESS FOR LIGHT (5:20) 


In this category are to be found all who exalt human 
reason above the Word of God. In the garden of Eden 
Satan assured Eve that it was quite good to eat of the fruit 
of the forbidden tree, even though God had definitely com- 
manded against it. In all of history there have been those 
who have proved themselves to be the children of the devil 
by disregarding and disobeying the authoritative Word of 
God. God says that human wisdom is evil and that He will 
destroy it (1 Cor. 1:19), and bring to nothing the reason- 
ing of the clever. God says, “Have not I made foolish the 
wisdom of this world?” God has told the believer that he is 
to trust with all his heart and not lean on his own under- 
standing (Prov. 3:5). Woe to the man who puts the darkness 
of human reasoning for the light of revelation. 

Lord, make us humble learners through Thy revelation. 


WOE TO THEM THAT PUT LIGHT FOR DARKNESS (5:20) 


There were those who faced the Lord Jesus personally, 
the very Light of God and the Light of the world, and yet 
counted Him as being darkness. The Pharisees of His day 
have a large brood of children who have taken the same 
stand in every generation. There were those who saw Him 
cast out demons and who cried that He did it through the 
power of the prince of the demons (Mt. 12:24). There 
were those who saw that He healed the man born blind 
and who reviled him because he credited his sight to Christ. 
They told the man that he was altogether born in sins and 
could not teach them. Christ summed it up, “For judgment 
I am come into this world, that they which [know that they] 
see not might see; and that they which [think they] see 
might be made blind.” Some of the Pharisees said, “Are we 
blind also?” Jesus answered, “If you [knew you] were blind, 
you would have no sin [because you would come to Christ]; 
but now you say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth” 
(John 9:39, 41). 

Lord, give us Thy light. 


WOE TO THEM . . . WISE IN THEIR OWN EYES (5:21) 


Our educational systems have brought many to trust in 
their own powers of wisdom and in the cleverness of their 
own imagination. They have done this to the point of 
blasphemy. For in their aspirations they have not asked God 
to move over and let them sit on the edge of His throne, 
but they have pushed Him off the throne to take full poss- 
ession of it for themselves. Or so it seems for the moment. 
They have accepted the optical illusions of their present 
knowledge of science and have used them to put God out 
of His creation. Higher critics have used their wisdom and 
cleverness to rationalize the miracles and to put Him out 
of His works. And thev have used their self-credited wisdom 
to bring the Bible from being the revelation of God to man 
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down to being nothing more than a human record of human 
gropings after religious ideas. God’s Word for them is 
“Woe.” Sees oe 

Lord, keep us from fancying ourselves. 


WOE TO THEM THAT ARE MIGHTY 
TO DRINK WINE (5:22) 


The RSV translates this beautifully: “Woe to those who 
are heroes at drinking wine.” These are the men who boast 
that they can “hold their liquor.” Maclaren called these 
vices on which the seven woes are pronounced “a knot of 
serpents intertwined.” Drunkenness appears twice in the 
grim catalogue. Men make drinking the business of their 
lives, beginning early and sitting late. They have a varnish 
of art over their swinishness, and must have music as well 
as wine. The music gives a false air of aestheticism to pure 
animalism. They are valiant men at mixing their drinks, 
not realizing that their self esteem is a bubble that will 
break and leave them flatter than their stale champagne. 
The sin of the drinker is the attempt to put God behind 
his back. Sober moments make him miserable until his next 
period of drunkenness buys fatal forgetfulness. 

Lord, may we be filled with the Spirit. 


WHICH JUSTIFY THE WICKED FOR REWARD (5:23) 
The RSV brings it up to date, “Who acquit the guilty 
for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of his right.” The 
amazing thing that is set forth concerning drunkenness is 
that:it poisons the fountain of justice. Boastful men—“sober 
as a judge”—are merely sober in appearance while in reality 
the mind. is inflamed with alcohol and the moral fiber is 
warped because of their sustained debauch. We know that 
the gangs came to great power through their control of the 
liquor traffic, and many investigations have shown the close 
link between the gangs and “justice” in our country. Thus 
men who sit on the bench distort justice. Maclaren well 
says, “When shall we learn and practice [this] lesson—that 
it is fatal to a nation when the private character of public 
men is regarded as of no account in political and civic life?” 
Lord, give us just judges. 


THEIR BLOSSOM SHALL GO UP AS THE DUST (5:24) 


After the warning woe comes the announcement of the 
penalty. He had spoken of their strength and courage in 
most sarcastic terms; they were heroes!—in wine drinking; 
they were valiant!—at mixing drinks! But the rottenness that 
is in the root shall cause the tree to fall; and where the 
blossoms are removed there can be no fruit. The judgment 
of God must come upon all the nation because of the cor- 
ruption that is in the tree. They may have thought of their 
tree as being strong and towering, but it will go down as 


- easily as flame licks through the stubble. They may have 


thought of their vine as being well planted, but it fades and 
falls to the ground as dry grass falls before a flame. Their 
strength and valor lasted only while they had a glass in 
their hand, or while the effects of drink were upon them. 


They shall be thirsty forever. 
Lord, may we flower for Thee. 


THEY HAVE CAST AWAY THE iAW... 
DESPISED THE WORD (5:24) 

The basis of God's judgment upon Israel is that they 
have cast away His law and despised His Word. At present 
also men treat the Bible lightly, as though they were cap- 
_able of being its judge, not realizing that it judges them. 


(Continued on page 39) 








God's Recipe for a 


Here’s the happy secret 
for every Christian who seeks a life of 


joy and effective witness 


By J. Farman Miller 


which every one of us must face: Will our tomorrows be 
only carbon copies of our yesterdays, or can we believe 
in a different tomorrow? 

Enough of 1955 has already passed to make the answer 
apparent in every life. Has your January of 1955 been only 
another miserable January of 1954 with all its heartache 
and failure re-lived, with all the terrible monotony of Hell? 
Or is each tomorrow clean, fresh, and new? 

The tragic failure of world philosophy to build a satis- 
factory new kind of tomorrow is the basic cause of the 
tension which blights our civilization today. With all our 
heroic golden dreams of New Year’s Eve become yesterdays, 
the awful dawn reveals only the painful hangover of what 
we had hoped would be joy. 

This situation is the theme of a powerful drama by 
Pinero entitled The Second Mrs. Tanqueray. The problem 
of the play is this: Can a woman with an ugly past, a 
woman strongly and sincerely desiring to become once 
again conventional, successfully avoid the haunting ghosts 
of her earlier sins? It is the challenge of 1955, from whatever 
viewpoint we regard it: Can we expect more from each 
tomorrow than merely a monotonous repetition of the life 
lived yesterday? 

The heroine of Pinero’s story is no frivolous woman; her 
soul is deep, and her longing to forget the hated past and 
to be honorably loved is intense. But as the drama unfolds, 
she becomes increasingly aware of the Damoclean sword 
over her head. Try as she may, she cannot keep her yester- 
days from threatening all her tomorrows, until finally there 
is no escape from it except death. 

Aubrey Tanqueray, her husband, is wealthy, attractive. 
socially prominent, and still in the prime of life. His first 
marriage had been unhappy: his wife was a Catholic, “all 
marble and black velvet, an iceberg,” as a friend of his said. 
A child had been born shortly before the mother died, and 
at the time the play opens she is in a convent in Ireland, 
where she has stayed most of her life. 

Perhaps by contrast with the first Mrs. Tanqueray, Aubrey 
has become attracted to Paula. They have been perfectly 
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frank and respectfully honest with each other throughout 
their courtship. She has told him every painfullest detail of 
her past, even putting in writing the complete confession 
of her sins in order that there might be no future disclosure 
which might mar the anticipated happiness of their pro- 


posed marriage. 


Since she is truly no vain nor silly girl, Aubrey appre- 


ciates the desperation and eagerness of her desire to start 
all over. There is no question of their love or faithfulness 
throughout the play; the villain of the piece is not of today 
but of yesterday. Paula has never before met a man who 
treated her with such respect and confidence as has Aubrey, 
and together they accept the challenge to create a new 
tomorrow. Upon the wretched foundation of her past life 
they set out to prove that they can build a superstructure 
of contentment and inner peace. 

Then fate begins its work. God never lets a man succeed 
in accomplishing what Jesus died to do. God will not let a 
man work out his own salvation until the Lord works in 
him that salvation first. Thus Paula and Aubrey, as they 
begin a new year of life together, have failed before they 
start, failed miserably and fatally because the foundation 
was all undermined with sin. 

On the eve of their marriage, Aubrey receives a letter 
from his daughter stating that she has changed her mind 
about becoming a nun and is returning home to him. Her 
presence in the home plus the neighbor’s memories, in 
spite of the heroic efforts of all concerned to forget the 
past, make the situation intolerable. The implications of 
the most innocent conversation become hopelessly and 
inevitably misunderstood against such a background. The 
specific details which they had anticipated might be met— 
but life is made up of so many unknowns! Worst of all, 
Paula, whose girlhood had been exemplary, sees in the 
daughter, Ellean, her own unspoiled youth, and in spite of 
herself she becomes intensely jealous. 

In order to relieve the situation, Ellean is sent- with a 
neighbor on a trip to Paris, and while she is there she falls 
in love with a dashing young soldier. Hope revives that 
her marriage may solve the problem, and upon her return, 
humanized by love, Ellean is able for the first time, even 
in the face of her intuitive recognition of Paula’s unsavory 
past, to.express real love for her stepmother. 

But just as the plans of the Tanquerays seem on the 
verge of success, it is discovered that Ellean’s sweetheart is 
a former lover of her new mother. It takes no explaining 
nor interpreting to grasp the tragic hopelessness of the 
scene. Every character in the play tries his best to do all 
that he can to make everything right; there is no villain but 
the past. Yet tragedy strikes. 

Still clinging desperately to an impossible hope, Aubrey 
tries to get Paula to go away with him somewhere else and 
make a new start, but too late. The ugly truth has finally 
dawned upon Paula’s mind. Hope has fled; her soul has 
died. She faces Aubrey quietly as she speaks the key lines 
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of the play: THe Future 1s ONLY THE Past AGAIN, ENTERED 
THRouGH ANOTHER Door. 


The report of her suicide a few moments later comes 
without creating surprise. Humanly speaking, there was no 
other way. There is never any other way for the life lived 
outside of Christ, and it is horrible to contemplate that even 
physical death is in reality never a way out but only an- 
other door. Man’s best way out is but the introduction to a 
Hell of memory where every day is the maddening carbon 
copy of all the sorrow and sin of all the past, intensified 
with ever-increasing ferocity, eternally. 


There is only one alternative to the fate of the second 
Mrs. Tanqueray: THE Love or Gop. For the story of Paula 
Tanqueray is in the Bible too—but with a different ending. 
The woman’s name there is Gomer, and her husband’s is 
Hosea. 


Like Paula, Gomer is a woman with many lovers in her 
past, and like Paula too she has found a good man who 
has loved her in all of her sin and has married her to save 
her from all her past. But Gomer’s lover knew God and 
God’s love. Therefore, Gomer’s way out was not the tragedy 
of suicide, for Gomer came to believe God and she became a 
new creature and built her life upon a new foundation, 
even upon the Lord Jesus Christ. For other foundation of 
new tomorrows can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

God’s answer to the problem of different tomorrows is 
given us in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.” 

God’s divine recipe for a different tomorrow is acted out 
plainly for all to see in the story of Hosea’s domestic life as 
recorded in God’s inspired Word. Here is drama infinitely 
more powerful than any ever written by man. Here is drama 
with the power to transform life and given by the Creator 
of life. In Hosea 1 through 3 is acted out for us exactly 
how God solves perfectly every problem of a different to- 
morrow. 

Act One of this drama is “Love Revealed.” The actors 
are Hosea, whose name means “The Lord Saveth,” and 
who is thus a type of Jesus, and adulterous Gomer, who 
stands for all mankind outside of Christ. The action begins 
in 1:2, where the Lord commands His prophet Hosea, “Go, 
take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whore- 
doms.” So Hosea obeyed and married Gomer. 

Does it not seem like a strange command for God to 
give? Yet it is no stranger than that He should command 
His Son to become each sinner’s sin! And Hosea’s experience 
becomes a parable acted out with unmistakable vividness 
before our eyes of the only way that God can save, by union 
with his son. Here is the answer to the why of God’s ap- 
parently unreasonable command. The only way by which 
God can give us different tomorrows is by uniting us in holy 
wedlock with Himself. That is Act One: newness of life 
through love-union with His Son. 
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Act Two is “Love Rejected” (2:15). It consists of a 
soliloquy, with Gomer uttering words which are damningly 
familiar to every honest heart: “I will go after my lovers.” 
Herein God has once more revealed (as if it needed to be 
shown) the inexpressible stubbornness of the human heart. 
In the full blaze of the glory of God’s love the still self- 
assertive human soul cries out as did the children of Israel 
in the wilderness, “Let me have my darling sins; I have no 
need of God’s holy love.” 

But Act Three reveals more grace, for where sin abounds 
grace more abounds, and herein we see the infinite resource- 
fulness of God’s love. It is “Love Redeeming,” and the key 
word is in verse 5: “Therefore.” For Gomer finds that it is 
impossible for her to shout “I will go” more loudly than 
God can whisper “I will allure” (2:14). Hosea, as spokesman 
for God, is the speaker in this act. In verses 6 and 7 of 
Chapter One he outlines his method and reveals his secret 
recipe for bringing sinful Gomer home to holiness and to 
God. 

At long last, Gomer has finally discovered that her dissipa- 
tion cannot stop her ears to God’s wooing love. Into the 
slave market where she has been cast off by the lovers 
whom she brazenly preferred to God, but who as always 
with such soon tired of her easily-won favors, Hosea con- 
fidently goes. 

The people see him and wonder as they whisper, “There 
goes the man of God seeking his adulterous wife.” Neverthe- 
less, despising the shame, on he goes and there he buys 
Gomer back (3:2) for the price of a miserable slave and 
brings her home. Without reproof or reproach, but with a 
heart of burning, holy love, he whispers to himself as he 
walks along, “I will allure her by the power of grace; I will 
speak comfortably to her; she has already suffered enough.” 

Just as the circumstances. of life made the Tanquerays’ 
tomorrows unavoidably tragic, so by contrast the circum- 
stances of divine chastening brought willful Gomer back. 
Hear God speak to your own heart through the mouth of 
His prophet: “Through afflictions I will hedge up her way 
with corrective thorn-hedges; through walls of insurmount- 
able difficulties, through blinding perplexities where one can 
see no path ahead, through utter failures where one follows 
after happiness as if it were a shooting star and never finds 
it, through bitter disappointments where the sweetest goals 
of life are as bitter as wormwood—through all these provid- 
ences of my relentless love, I will allure.” ~ 

And now the final scene. In the very slave market of sin, 
where she has gone flippantly singing, “I will go after my 
lovers,” there she comes to her senses through her suffer- 
ing and cries out like the prodigal son, “I will return to 
my first husband.” 

There is the simply-told recipe for a different tomorrow, 
day after tomorrow, a whole eternity full of gloriously 
different tomorrows: COMPLETE SURRENDER OF BODY AND 
SOUL TO THE POWERFUL EMBRACE OF Gop’s REGENERATING 
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CHAPTER 12 part 1 


THE BATTLE OF THE SOUL 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


every moment. World War II had preliminary months 
that were called “the phony war.” The interval between 
World War II and the inevitable World War III has been 
called “the cold war.” From the human point of view, it 
may appear that there are similar phases of relaxation of 
intensity in the invisible war. But in this realm as in the 
realm of character, “Man looketh upon the outward ap- 
pearance.” There is no truce in the invisible war. There 
is no armistice in the invisible war. What may appear to 
be only a skirmish may in reality be a major engagement. 
The importance of a spiritual battle is not to be measured 
by the number of troops engaged but by the principles in- 
volved and, above all, by the exhibition of another phasc 
of the impotence of any will that is not the will of God. 
There are hundreds of millions of battles being fought 
every day in the invisible war. The field of each battle is 
the heart of man. In order to comprehend the true nature 
of the warfare, we must dissipate one or two false ideas that 
have become almost a part of the framework of human 
thinking, and which have been planted and fostered by 
Satan. In our western civilization, which includes the 
majority of those who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
false ideas have been spread through the great secular 
literature which has grown up about the theme of this con- 
flict. From the point of view of the Bible, these are not 
only erroneous in their doctrinal teaching but are factually 
misleading, conducive to low standards of living. How many 
wrong concepts have been introduced into popular thought 
through Dante’s Inferno, Milton’s Paradise Lost, and 
Goethe’s Faust! The principal error is that Satan and God 
are struggling for man’s soul, and that man has the deciding 
voice in his destiny. Anyone who has been born again 
knows, if he is honest with his own experience, that the 
primary decision to believe God’s Word about man’s own 
condition and about God's satisfaction with the death of 


N: even modern wars are fought with great intensity at 


the Lord Jesus Christ came when God entered the Adamic ° 


nature of the sinner, making him alive in Christ with a 
life that was capable of believing. It is a great error to 
think that faith precedes life; the clear teaching of the 
Bible is that life precedes faith. Man does not like to be- 
lieve this because it takes the credit away from man and 
gives all the glory to God, who has said, “I am Jehovah: 
that is my name: and my glory will I not give to an- 
other . . .” (Isa. 42:8). 

The idea that life follows faith comes partly from a mis- 
understanding of the passage in John’s Gospel: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My Word, and be- 
lieveth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation: but is passed from 
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death into life” (John 5:24). Most readers take this to mean 
that the life is a consequence of the belief, as though the 
passage could be paraphrased: “If you hear My Word and 
believe on Him that sent Me, you will obtain everlasting 
life.” Many sentences in English are capable of almost op- 
posite interpretations, and this is one such sentence. A 
good example of double interpretation is taken from one 
of the national picture magazines. The story concerned the 
daughter of a former President of the United States who, 
the article stated, had been exploited by an ambitious music 
teacher and a business manager with few scruples. The con- 
cert tour had turned out badly. The girl had a nice parlor 
voice but not one of concert caliber. The article ended: 
“It could not have happened to a nicer girl.” In common 
American speech that means that the girl was very, very 
nice, and that it was unfortunate that she was the victim 
of such exploitation. This was the sense in which the maga- 
zine meant the line. In good English the sentence also could 
mean that if the girl had been nicer, such a thing would 
not have happened to her. 

Let us parallel the sentence in John to bring out its real 
meaning. Imagine a battlefield over which troops are ad- 
vancing under heavy fire. They flatten themselves to the 
ground and hold their prone position until the enemy 
artillery is silenced. For the sake of our example, we will 
imagine that all of the soldiers are either dead, or alive and 
unwounded. He that gets up and walks has life. Does that 
mean that life is given to the soldiers who get up and walk, 
or that the soldiers who possess life manifest it by getting up 
and walking? It is obvious that there can be only the latter 
meaning. This is the exact meaning of the passage in the 
fourth Gospel. “He that hears My Word and believes on 
Him that sent Me, does so because He has eternal life 
planted within him.” The hearing and believing are the 
marks of the existence of the new life of God implanted 
within the individual. 

When this is understood, we can realize that there is no 
struggle between God and Satan for the possession of man’s 
soul. God is irresistible, and everything that He has planned 
will come to pass. Satan can never, under any circumstance, 
frustrate the grace of God. What God has promised He will 
perform. God promised Christ before the foundation of the 
world that He would give to Christ the whole body of those 
who had been thus chosen in eternity, and Christ Himself 
declared: “All that the Father giveth me shall come unto 
me, and him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37). 

In Faust Satan has Goethe advance the idea that a man 
can sell his soul to the Devil. I like to counterbalance that 
story with one written by a far greater German, Martin 
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Luther. Luther once had a servant who left him in anger 
at the time a dinner was being served. Years later when the 
servant was dying, Luther went to see her. She was weep- 
ing and said, “Oh Doctor, I sold my soul to the Devil the 
day I walked out of your house in a temper.” Luther an- 
swered her, “Suppose you had signed a bill of sale while 
you were working for me, agreeing to sell one of my chil- 
dren as a slave. Would that agreement have any value?” The 
poor woman answered, “Of course not. I would have no 
right to sell one of your children.” Luther then pointed out 
that she had become a child of God years before and that 
she was not her own but had been bought with the price of 
the blood of Jesus Christ. She had no right whatsoever in 
the eternal disposition of her soul. By her choices, after she 
had been regenerated, she could set the course of her daily 
life but not the course of her eternal life. By her choices she 
could establish her rewards in Heaven but not her entrance 
into Heaven. 

The battle between the Lord and Satan in the soul of 
man cannot be over the possession of the soul. The battle is 
within the soul of the redeemed one as to whether he will 
honor and glorify God or whether he will live to his own 
ends. There are two stories in the Bible’ which indicate 
that sometimes God Himself chooses the field of battle, as 
with Job, and that sometimes Satan ventures to select the 
scene of the struggle, as with Peter. 

We are going to retell part of the story of Job, taking it 
in the same order in which it is set forth in the Bible. It may 
appear without outline, but life is sometimes disjointed, 
and episodes occur that seem to have no connection with 
what preceeds and what follows. But as we tell this story 
there will be one thread through it all: The revelation of 
truths which give us understanding of the spiritual forces 
engaged in the invisible war and which explain to us 
much that would otherwise be incomprehensible in our 
daily living. Some years ago, when I was a university student 
in France, one of the professors of history, knowing my 
Christian position, said: “Ah, Monsieur, if only a scholar 
had had the choice of materials for your Bible! What a 
different book it would be! All those endless genealogies of 
Jewish scoundrels, and forty chapters given to an un- 
fortunate farmer who had a bad case of boils! If only we 
had that number of pages on the methods used by the 
Pharaohs to collect their taxes—that would be something of 
value!” 


There is little use in argument with a mind that holds 
such a perspective; though I gave him the correct answer, 
there was seemingly no impression made upon the learned 
man. The genealogies of the Old Testament are of para- 
mount importance in human history because they cover the 
ancestry of the Lord Jesus Christ in His humanity and 
concern the people which God has chosen to be the ulti- 
mate administrators of the world. Job’s boils are of import- 
ance because they were raised by Satan in the midst of a 
direct conflict with the Lord of all the universe. They were 
the result of Satan’s attempt to prove to the watching angelic 
host that God was unable to satisfy a human soul with 
spiritual things when the material things were taken away. 

We will not spend any time discussing the so-called 
“problem of the book of Job.” We do not believe it is a 
parable or an allegory. We believe that it is as literally 
history as is the story of the battle of Guadalcanal. The bat- 
tle for that island in the midst of the war against Japan 
is not without its parallelism with the battle of Job. Japan, 
by her attack on Pearl Harbor, had declared war on Amer- 
ica. The Japanese thought that they were secure behind 
the vast reaches of the ocean and the many thousands of 
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pin-point islands upon which they had put a skeleton force 
for defense. They thought that we would have to advance 
in a frontal attack, island by island, on their ‘terms. But 
our General Staff, surveying the situation, said in effect, 
that they did not choose to fight the war on the terms of 
Japanese strategy, but that they would make their own 
plans as to where and when the attacks would fall. 

The Japanese waited, on the defensive, not knowing 
where the attack would fall. Suddenly, the men on the is- 
land of Guadalcanal heard the thunder of artillery and 
the drone of airplanes. Shells and bombs began to explode 
in their positions and the battle of Guadalcanal was on. 
Of all the millions of people in America, only a few had 
ever heard of the name of the island before the newspapers 
announced the attack. Maps had to be published with ar- 
rows pointing to the spot in order that people might get 
a general idea of where it lay. To some, even to some who 
had boys fighting in the occupation, it was just some place 
that was a‘very long distance away, and they had no point 
of reference for location or comparison. They even took 
the pronunciation of the name from the radio announcers. 
The island got its fame from the fact that our General 
Staff made the sovereign choice to do battle there. 


It is on precisely the same grounds that the name of 
Job has its place in history. There are thousands of islands 
larger and better known than: Guadalcanal. There were 
thousands of human beings with more claim to fame than 
Job. He was not a monarch upon a throne. He was not a 
Pharaoh or a Nebuchadnezzar. He was a farmer with a 
stock inventory that may have been large for the time and 
the section, but which would be considered a second-rate 
operation by the great farmers of the plains and the pampas 
of the world today. The man had seven sons and three 
daughters. His stock consisted of seven thousand sheep, 
three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five 
hundred she asses..There were a number of servants to 
take care of the animals and the household. How does the 
personal story of a man who never commanded an army, 
who, to our knowledge, never wrote a word, who never left 
a mark in art or architecture, who never made a law or a 
statute, who never achieved: greatness as measured by 
human standards—how does his story occupy such a large 
place in Biblical history? The answer is that the Lord God 
Almighty, surveying all the members of the human race, 
as the General Staff surveyed the islands of the ocean, 
said, “‘Job shall be the next battlefield in the invisible war. 
All of the forces of the enemy will be permitted to hurl 
themselves against this man. I will provide him with 
strength and sustain him in sorrow and disaster. It shall 
be seen by men, angels, and demons that spiritual life from 
the throne of Heaven is sufficient to attract a soul. In a 
world where prosperity and luxury are the aims of most 
effort, where personal health and happiness is the object 
of most prayers, where the companionship of loved ones is 
the highest fellowship, I will permit the enemy to take 
away the flocks and the herds; I will allow his sons and 
daughters to die; I will suffer his body to be smitten by 
plague and wracked with pain; I will let his wife turn 
from him and take the side of the enemy; I will, send his 
friends to give him the counsel of despair. He will be 
brought to the nadir of human desolation. Yet he. will sit, 
intransigent, uncompromising, unhesitating, with his eyes 
filled with eternal things and his mind aware of realities 
that are beyond the scope of human vision. He will under- 
stand that there is no will that can compete with the will 
of God. And, as a result of this battle, not only will he be 
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The Second Coming in First Thessalonians 


lonica contain in much detail his teaching on the second 

coming. This is to be expected. The saints were troubled 
concerning the Lord’s return. Going through great tribula- 
tion, seeing many of their loved ones die before them, hear- 
ing from all sides conflicting opinions as to the Lord’s 
return, they were distressed beyond measure. The great 
apostle, learning of their disturbed state, hastens to write to 
them in order to ease their minds. In so doing he gave to 
the Church in these two letters eschatological gems which 
bear study. The first letter has to do with the coming of the 
Lord for His saints; the second letter has to do with the 
progress of sin between the removal of the saints to glory 
and His return with them to the earth. 


T': letters of the apostle Paul to the assembly at Thessa- 


Space will allow us to consider only First Thessalonians 
at this writing. A close reading of the text shows us very 
definitely that the believers to whom he is writing are well 
acquainted with the doctrine. He does not go into a long 
exposition to establish the fact of the Lord’s return. It 
is taken for granted. Instead he points out to them five 
things: they are to wait for it (1:10), they are to prepare for 
it (2:19, 20), they are to be confident in it (3:11-13), they 
are to be comforted by it (4:13-18), and they are to be cer- 
tain of it (5:23, 24). 

Paul, in the first chapter of this letter, shows us that this 
church was a church after God’s own heart. They had be- 
come “mimics” of the Lord (1:6), they had become “types” 
of the Lord (1:7), and were “re-echoing” the Word of the 
Lord (1:8). In verse nine he tells us the reason. “For they 
themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had 
unto you, and how YE TURNED to God from idols To sERVE 
the living and true God; and To wait... and TO WAIT .. .” 

This was a real church! “They turned thoroughly—about 
to God from their idols—they did not look back. To serve— 
be as a slave to—in yielding obedience” to a God they had 
found to be true, and living. And now, while patiently serv- 
ing, they were waiting, waiting for their soon-coming Lord. 
Paul writes: “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from 
the wrath to come” (1:10). 


How were the believers in the assembly at Thessalonica 
awaiting the return of their Lord? How are you? How am I? 
The spirit of the word “wait” was experienced again and 
again during and since the last war. Many mothers and 
fathers have waited many months to have their soldier and 
sailor sons home with them. The days have been marked 
off on the calendar, the hour has been determined, a moment 
by moment vigil has been kept. Suddenly their is a ring of 
the telephone. Quickly mother answers. She recognizes the 
voice of the long-awaited son. She learns of the hour of his 
arrival. It will be one o’clock in the morning. Does she say 
to her husband, “Our son will be home at a late hour; we 
have worked hard today; I will put the key under the mat 
for him. He knows where his room is. I am sure he will not 
mind if we retire before he comes.” A modern, delinquent 
mother may say this but not an old-fashioned one. With ex- 
citement she plans for her son’s coming. The neighbors are 
called to come and welcome him. Food is prepared and all 
wait up for his soon return. This is the meaning of the 
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word “wait.” It comes from'an old Germanic word which 
means “to lie in wait, to watch for.” 


The Greek word means literally to “wait up for,” St. 
Jerome uses the Latin term expectare “to look out for,” 
which gives us our English term “expect.” Segond, in the 
French version, translates the term by the word attendre, 
“to give attention to,” suggesting that nothing else is to in- 
terfere with their waiting. Confidently, expectantly, they 
await His coming. They have their trials; trouble is all 
about them. But they are waiting up for His return. We 
have our trials, our problems, rumors of wars, atomic and 
hydrogen bombs to worry about, personal, social, and finan- 
cial difficulties, and many other things too numerous to 
mention. But we do have as our blessed hope, His return. 
Are we giving attention to it? Are we expecting Him to 
come? 


Soméone may well ask: “Why should I be interested in 
His coming? There is enough to do in the world without 
dreaming of a far-distant promise.” To such questioners we 
answer: “We are interested in His coming because of who 
He is, His Son, the Risen One, even Jesus.” Four things are 
said of the Lord by Paul in this verse. First of all, Paul says 
that He is God’s Son from Heaven. Not alone Jesus, who 
was a good man, but the God-Man. The One who was ever 
with the Father, becoming incarnate to die for us sinners. 
Second, He is the Risen One, the very One who was recalled 
from death. Not a spirit, not a ghost, not a wraith, not an 
idea, not a concept, but the physical, identical, historical 
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Jesus who died on the cross. He was raised by the Father and 
was seated at the Father’s own right hand. Liberals have 
trouble with the Lord’s return because they have not been 
able, through their unbelief, to get Christ down from the 
cross and out of the grave. There is no reason to wait up 
for a corpse, there is no joy in making merry in the wel- 
coming of a ghost. But the One whom we expect is risen 
from the dead, and we are looking for His coming. 

And Paul would have us see that He who comes is our 
Saviour for His name is Jesus, “Who saves his people from 
their sins.” That is why we love Him, that is why we yearn 
to see Him. But not only Has He done something for us, 
but even now He ts doing something for us. “He is deliver- 
ing us from the wrath to come.” Though the English uses 
the past tense, the Greek uses the present. He is setting us 
free step by step, and day by day, from this old, sinful 
world. As the Greek term suggests, each day He is drawing 
us away from the coming wrath, drawing us to Himself. 
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Luther, in his German text, uses a word which has a very 
earthy meaning. The word, in a business sense, means to 
make sure of getting what one has paid for. Doubtless to 
his mind came the thought that having been purchased by 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, he can be confident that 
He is coming again to pick up His purchases—you and me. 
He does not intend to forget us. He will not permit us to be 
victims of coming wrath. St. Jerome in the Latin text sug- 
gests how the Lord is going to deliver us ultimately. In his 
use of the word eripio, “to tear, pluck out, snatch,” from 
which we get our English word “rip,” and “erupt,” we can 
see that His return will signal our “being caught up and 
away” from the coming judgment. Where shall we be 
caught away to? We shall be finally drawn to the heart of 
our Beloved. Then, by sight, we shall say: 


Near, so very near to God, 
Nearer I cannot be; 

For in the Person of His Son, 
I’m just as near as He. 


With such a hope we turn to the problems of the world, 
not with discouragement but with zest, doing what we can 
out of our love for Him, serving Him till He come. 


Though we wait for the Lord’s return, we work in pre- 
paration for it. Paul was a realist. He knew that he would 
see his Lord. He knew that he would greet Him on that 
day. The question that was ever before him was how would 
he meet Him. “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at His coming? For ye are our glory and joy.” 

A year ago last June, very early in the morning, my wife 
and I arose and taking our breakfast trays we went into 
our living room and sat down before our television set. At 
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Ralph L. Keiper 


the flick of a switch we found ourselves in Westminster 
Abbey. The famous old church was filled with the great of 
the British Empire. Down the grand aisle came Britain’s 
monarch to be crowned queen and empress. After the religi- 
ous ceremony and the rite of coronation the officers of State, 
Church, and Empire swore fealty to Her Highness. We were 
told of those who were to be presented to her Majesty and 
the gifts that were to be given to her. As we sat in our 
living room, watching the regal parade of pomp and glory, 
I said to my wife: “You know, you and I may never visit 
Westminster. It may not be our good fortune to meet the 
Queen. But someday we shall enter the Westminster of 
Heaven. We shall attend the coronation of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. But,” I continued, “what shall we 
give to Him on that great day? As we stand with the saints 
of all centuries awaiting our turn of presentation what 
shall we have to give Him? Two hymns come to my mind. 
Shall we be able to sing this? 
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Crown Him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon His thone; 

Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 


Or will we have to sing this? 


Have I come, and empty handed, 
Thus my dear Redeemer meet? 

Not one soul with which to greet Him? 
Lay no trophy at His feet? 


Though he was a great apostle, preacher, teacher, and 
missionary, Paul knew that he had a responsibility to God, 
a stewardship to be kept. The spirit which dominated him 
may well be expressed in another of our hymns. 


A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify; 

Who gave His Son my soul to save 
And fit it for the sky. 


Arm me with jealous care, 
As in Thy sight to live; 

And oh, Thy servant, Lord, prepare 
A strict account to give. 


Though rejoicing in the Lord’s return, Paul was fearful 
that it should not be a day of shame for him. In asking the 
Thessalonians the question of our text, “For what is our 
hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” He 
quickly answers: “For YE are our glory and joy.” Not his 
letters, not his missionary journeys, not his great preaching, 
but redeemed souls who found the Lord through him are 
the trophies he will present to his Lord on His coronation 
day. 

And as we sat in our living room that early June morning, 
viewing the pomp and glory of Westminster, we promised 
the Lord that there would be something for Him on His 
day of coronation and on our day of presentation. 

Turning now to the third time in which Paul makes refer- 
ence to the coming of our Lord we discover it also has to 
do with our preparation for the great event. We read: “Now 
God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
direct our way unto you. And the Lord make you to increase 
and abound in love one toward another, and toward all 
men, even as we do toward_you; to the end he may establish 
your hearts unblamable in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his 
saints (1 Thes. 3:11-13). The Greek word for “coming” 
might better be translated “presence,” thus, “in the pres- 
ence of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

How does God establish our hearts in holiness to the ex- 
tent that we shall be blameless in the Lord’s presence? The 
answer is the way in which we abound in love toward one 
another. Here again we see that the great apostle was im- 
pressed by the stewardship which was given him as a min- 
ister of Christ. As a servant of the Lord he was to love the 
people of the Lord. It is as though in this passage Paul were 
reasoning through to answer a question which might be 
asked him on that great day when he should see the Lord. 
“Paul,” asks the Lord, “How have you been treating those 
for whom I have died? They were My property, you 
know, I bought them with My blood. Did you love them? 
Did you care for them for Me? Did you abound in love 
toward them as I did toward you?” Imagine Paul’s 


(Continued on page 35) 
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LESSONS 


By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


The commentaries on the Sunday school 
lessons by the Rev. Herbert Henry Ehren- 
stein were published out of consecutive 
order in the January issue. The missing 
commentaries for January 23 through Feb- 
ruary 13 are presented in this issue. Save 
your January issue for the commentaries 
on the lessons from February 20 through 
March 13. 


JANUARY 23, 1955 
The Power of the Holy Spirit 
John 14:25-26; 16:7-15; Acts 2:1-4; 3:1—4:31; 
Romans 8:26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:9-16; 
Galatians 5:22-23 
Devotional Reading: Romans 8:26—30 


DATES AND John. The words recorded 
SETTINGS here in Chapter 14 were 
spoken by our Lord in the upper room 
when He and His disciples observed the 
combined Passover-Last Supper. The ac- 
count in Chapter 16 took place after the 
group left the Passover chamber to go to 
Gethsemane. The date: c. A.D. 30, the last 
week of the Saviour’s earthly life prior to 
the cross. Acts. The day of Pentecost—50 
days after the resurrection of Christ—as the 
disciples in obedience to the Lord's com- 
mand were waiting at Jerusalem. There has 
been much debate as to the “place” in 
which the recorded events took place. Was 
it the Temple? An upper room? The home 
of one of the disciples? The writer favors the 
first view. The date: c. 30 A.D. The lengthy 
portion adie | includes several events 
and speeches; the first apostolic miracle; the 
first persecution; the refilling with the Holy 
Spirit; Peter’s second sermon; his apology 
before the Sanhedrin; their confusion; the 
communal state of the church. Romans. A 
letter written by the apostle Paul to the 
church at Rome from Corinth during the 
third missionary journey, c. 56 A.D. | Cor- 
inthians. Written by Paul during his stay 
at Ephesus on his third missionary journey, 
c. 55 A.D. Galatians. Much has been written 
as to the date and destination of this Paul- 
ine letter. It may be his earliest, his latest, 
or anything in between, depending on 
which author you currently read. For fur- 
ther details on early and late dates, see 
December 13, 1953 and August 8, 1954 is- 
sues of Eternity. 





Mr. Ehrenstein is the minister of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia 
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INTRODUCTION In previous lessons, we 

have discussed the persons 
of God the Father, and God the Son; it re- 
mains for us to give consideration to the 
third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 
And well we might spend time concentrat- 
ing on what the Scriptures teach concerning 
Him, for there is so much inaccurate and 
misleading thought set forth concerning 
His ministry. All too many of the emotional 
excesses of Christendom are ascribed to the 
Holy Spirit. The confusion that reigns 
when some sects “carry on” in a manner 
unbecoming to humans, to say nothing of 
Christians, certainly belies the fact that 
God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 
14:33). All of the Lord’s people would do 
well to study what the Word has to say 
concerning the Holy Spirit, apart from 
their own preconceived notions and pre- 
judices, for it is an understanding of His 
work with the world and with the Christian 
that enables the child of God to be best 
used by Him. Our outline of the lesson 
would be as follows: I. The Holy Spirit in 
Relation to Believers (John 14:25, 26; 16:12- 
15). Il. The Holy Spirit in Relation to the 
World (John 16:7-11). III. Visible Manifes- 
tation of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4). IV. 
The Holy Spirit at Work in Man (Acts 
$:1-4:31). V. The Holy Spirit and Prayer 
(Rom. 8:26, 27). VI. The Holy Spirit Reveals 
(1 Cor. 2:9-16). VII. The Fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22, 23). 


The Exposition 


JOHN 14:25, 26; Keep in mind that Jesus 
16:12-15 was about to depart from 
the world, and He was preparing His dis- 
ciples for the event. by giving them last- 
minute directions which would stand them 
in good stead shortly. A comparison of these 
two passages reveals something of what the 
Holy Spirit would accomplish insofar as 
believers were concerned. He was to teach, 
to bring to remembrance, to guide into 
truth, instruct in things to come, take the 
things of Christ and make them real, and— 
above all—glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Space forbids an elaboration, but if the 
reader will apply each of these duties of 
the Holy Spirit to himself, he will see how 
all Christians have benefited from this min- 
istry. Even today, the Holy Spirit performs 
these tasks in our lives. 

JOHN 16:7-11 It was probably difficult 
for the disciples to realize 
the truth of verse 7—that Christ should 
have to leave them; yet how great has been 





the gain of the Church universal through 
the Saviour’s departure and the Spirit's 
arrival as the Administrator of this age of 
grace. The word “reprove” (in v. 8) has 
often been interpreted to mean that the 
_ would shake His finger in the faces 
of unregenerate men and say, “Now, now. 
mustn’t do!” and hope that they would 
listen to Him. Actually, the Greek word is 
much stronger; it means to expose, to bring 
to light. Dr. E. V. Rieu, in his modern trans- 
lation of the Gospels, renders the text: 
“. . . He will overthrow the world’s ideas 
of sin and righteousness and judgment . . .” 
This approaches the thought which Jesus 
had in mind. God never coddles sin, nor 
does He try to “cover up” for the sinner. 
Sin must be dealt with—dragged out of its 
hiding place and rendered powerless by 
the power of God. Therefore, the Holy 
Spirit acts in the role of an exposer of sin, 
showing the world how false are its stand- 
ards of righteousness and justice as com- 
pared with the perfect righteousness and 
justice of a holy God. 


ACTS 2:1-4 The day of Pentecost can 
never be repeated! We 
must certainly not look for a duplication 
of the experience in our own day. It must 
be kept in mind that theirs was a transi- 
tion period when the old regime of law 
was departing, and the new regime of grace 
was arriving on the scene. Consequently, 
we cannot expect that occurrences which 
were common in the early church can be 
operative today; they just are not! The 
situation has changed completely. There, on 
the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit evi- 
denced Himself in three ways: the wind. 
the fire, and speech. One of the principal 
reasons, of course, for this demonstration 
was to authenticate the ministry of Peter 
as he addressed the assembled crowd. He 
could not quote chapter and verse of a 
completed Bible; there was none. Hence, 
God sent special demonstrations of power 
to accompany the ministry of the early 
church. Needless to say, we cannot expect 
rushing wind, tongues of fire, or strange 
tongues to be evidenced today; we have 
the finished Word—“that which is perfect” 
(1 Cor. 13:10)—and that which was in part 
has gone. However, of course, the same 
power of the Spirit of God is available to 
us today, channeled into other areas of 
service and usefulness. Let it be noticed, 
too, in connection with this ge that 
the coming of the Holy Spirit on that 
memorable occasion had nothing whatever 
to do with the gathering together of the 
disciples. He did not come because they 
tarried, because they may have prayed, be- 
cause they were all together. He came be- 
cause it had been appointed that He should. 
That the disciples were together in a group 
was incidental to the question. 


ACTS 3:1—4:31 It may be well to ask 
ourselves the reason for 
the startling change in the disciples gencr- 
ally, and Peter in particular. He who had 
been vascillating and indefinite; he who 
had denied his Lord; he who had boasted 
that he would never leave Him, yet fled like 
the rest; yet now he had become a human 
dynamo for the Lord, taking advantage of 
every opportunity to make Christ known. 
What caused the change? The pentecostal 
experience, quite obviously. And so, in 
this section, we see a number of evidences 
of Peter's new stability and dependability. 
The healing of the lame man led to the 
sermon; the first persecution (4:1 ff.) 
afforded an opportunity to k -even to 
the scribes = “ilenthe Skamesitin 
Verse 8 gives the reason for the power— 
“filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
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ROMANS 8:26-27 Our knowledge of- prayer 

is limited; our under- 
standing of our needs inadequate. Hence. 
we often pray for things that are of rela- 
tively little importance and leave unsaid 
those petitions which ought to be prayed. 
This is where the ministry of the Spirit 
helps us once more. He fills our lack; He 
prays for what we neglect. We realize, of 
course, that this is a ministry for the Chris- 
tian alone. God does not even hear the 
prayers of the unsaved. 


1 CORINTHIANS In this final section which 
2:9-16 we shall have space to 
treat, we find the Holy Spirit’s work in re- 
vealing, or illuminating our hearts and 
minds so that we may appropriate what has 
been revealed The unregenerate man, of 
course, does not—indeed, cannot—under- 
stand the things of God (v. 14), because 
his spirit is dead—shriveled and atrophied. 
The Holy Spirit makes contact with the 
human spirit, and does His work in this 
way. But if the human spirit be lifeless, 
there is no point of contact until God re- 
generates—gives life to the person. This is 
called the “new birth.” The natural, or un- 
regenerate, person cannot discern spiritual 
truth until he is made alive in Christ. On 
the other hand, the spiritual person—the 
man, woman, or young person alive in 
Christ and living on the highest plane of 
usefulness to the Lord—such a person is 
able to discern all spiritual things, because 
he is in touch with the Holy Spirit, the 
Revealer. No Christian should dare at- 
tempt the interpretation of Scripture with- 
out asking the Holy Spirit for guidance and 
help in this undertaking. He is the teacher 
(v. 18), and through our minds, He enables 
us to compare spiritual things with other 
spiritual things in the Word to gain a full 
and accurate picture of any theme we 
study. 


JANUARY 30, 1955 
Man’s Nature and Need 


Genesis 1:26-31; 6:5-6; Matthew 6:9-10; 
Mark 7:21-23; Luke 6:35-36; 
Romans 3:23; Hebrews 2:6-18 
Devotional Reading: 1 John 1:5-10 


DATES AND Genesis. One of the five 
SETTINGS books of Moses (Penta- 
teuch), which describes many of the “firsts” 
of civilization. The specific passages before 
us deal with the first man and woman, and 
the early degeneration of man through sin. 
Matthew. One of the “synoptic” Gospels. 
The portion before us is, once again, a 
section of the prayer Jesus taught His dis- 
ciples as a part of the Sermon on the 
Mount. Mark. This portion of the second 
Gospel was spoken by our Lord to the 
populace after His bitter denunciation of 
the Pharisees for their petty legalism. Luke. 
A section of the Sermon on the Mount as 
recorded by the “beloved physician.” Ro- 
mans. (See last week’s lesson.) Hebrews. A 
letter over which there has been much dis- 
— and discussion as to authorship. Some 

1 Paul was its author, writing in Hebrew 
which was translated (by Luke?) into Greek. 
Others have ma ge Barnabas, Apollos, 
Silas, Peter, Philip, etc. We accept the 
Pauline authorship and date it c. 67 A.D., 
though recognizing an element of uncer- 
tainty exists. 


INTRODUCTION _In order for there to be a 





proper understanding of | 
the Scriptures -and of God’s workings in | 
His universe, the two main characters of 
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Solid Bible Content 


Based squarely on the Bible, these 
lessons give the teacher many 
opportunities to present the claims of 
the Gospel. You may not only 
but also anticipate —the Holy 
Spirit to turn your pupils to Christ. 


Colorful Workbooks 

Beautifully colored and illustrated 
workbooks give this course popular 
pupil-appeal. 

Plenty of Visual Aids 

You don’t have to look for visual 
aids. Some are built directly into the 
lessons; others are recommended as 
supplements. All have ical, 
persona appeal. 


Meaningful Handwork 


Each handwork project is carefully 
worked out to tie in with the lessons. 
Materials of plaster, felt, etc. give 

projects lasting appeal to pupils. 


Complete Teaching Helps 
Teachers’ books give ig 7 ap 
treatment of each lesson. All of the 
material you need is there — available 
when you need it. No hunting around 
or looking up extras to fill in. 
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the universal drama. must be constantly 
kept in view, and in proper focus. A dis- 
torted view of either or man—or both 
—will, obviously, lead to a correspondingly 
distorted picture of the Word. If God is 
too small and man too large, it will be ut- 
terly impossible to fathom the workings 
of God in the world. Consequently, such a 
lesson as this is very appropriate to enable 
us to fix our horizons, set our sights. The 
view we take of man—his origin, condition, 
destiny—will determine to a great extent 
what we think of redemption, regeneration, 
and the cross. If man is merely a bruised, 
battered sinner who fell when Adam sin- 
ned, but was not too seriously afflicted, 
then our view of redemption and its cost 
will be relatively light; does not have 
to do much more than merely “patch up” 
the pieces. But, if we believe that man, 
when he. fell, died, then a tremendous 
miracle must be performed to bring man 
back from the state of death. 


Our outline for the lesson follows: I. 
Man: His Creation (Gen. 1:26-31). II. Man: 
His Degeneration (Gen. 6:5, 6). III. Man: 
His Petition (Mt. 6:9-10). IV. Man: His 

ravity (Mk. 7:21-23). V. Man: His Duty 
(Lk. 6:35-36). VI. Man: His Universal Con- 
dition (Rom. 3:23). VII. Man: His Deliver- 
ance (Heb. 2:6-18). 


The Exposition 
GENESIS 1:26-31 There are two accounts of 
the creation of man given 
in the book of Genesis, and this has caused 
some to suppose that there is a discrepancy. 
Not at all. The writer simply presents the 
general view first (1:26 ff.), and then in 
2:7 ff. we have the elaboration, or presenta- 
tion of details of the creative act. Observe 
again in ge the plural “Let us,” “our 
image” which suggests to us a conversation 
within the Godhead as Father, Son, and 
Spirit talked over the important transaction. 
This form appears several times in the 
book of Genesis. Some interesting discussion 
might be provoked by asking what the 
“image” in question here actually was. 
Surely it was not a bodily form, for God 
is spirit (John 4:24) and does not have a 
body except as He has it now in Christ 
Jesus’ resurrection form. What then are 
“image” and “likeness”? The reference is 
undoubtedly to something intangible yet 
real. Man has reason, intellect, will, emo- 
tions, and, when he was first created, God- 
consciousness among other attributes. These 
attributes, which God Himself also possesses, 





enable us to say that man was made in the 
image and likeness of God. Actually, of 
course, through sin the image has become 
marred, distorted, ruined, and today the 
unregenerate man’s whole outlook on life 
is perverted and inexact. It is only when he 
turns to God through Jesus Christ that 
things take their proper perspective once 
again. Notice also that man was created to 
have dominion over the lower creation. The 
writer to the Hebrews has a comment on 
this, showing that it is not yet so—again be- 
cause of sin (Heb. 2:8). See that God gave 
man all things necessary for his well-being 
at the start, but man, in ingratitude, 
spurned this grace. 

GENESIS 6:5,6 The record of the early 
chapters of Genesis shows 
clearly how mankind bowed to sin, and 
how rapidly sin worked and spread. By the 
time we reach chapter 6, therefore, we find 
God’s patience was at an end (v. 3). So vile 
had mankind become that illicit intercourse 
was taking place between angelic creatures 
and earthly women (vv. 1, 2), producing 
a race of nephilim or fallen creatures (trans- 
lated “giants” incorrectly in v. 4). Recently, 
in one of the art exhibitions at the nation’s 
capital, I saw a marble statue depicting the 
seduction of an earth-woman by an angelic 
creature; it was entitled: “The sons of God 
saw the daughters of men that they were 
fair . . .” Thus, we read (v. 5) that God 
determined to bring judgment upon the 
earth for the vileness which had so early 
begun to corrupt His perfect creation. 


MATTHEW 6:9-10 Interestingly enough, we 

may say that today God’s 
will is being done, as it has been done 
through the millennia; yet, at the same 
time, we may admit that His will is not yet 
being accomplished. Paradox though this 
appears to be, it is true. For we cannot con- 
ceive of anything’s happening contrary to 
God’s will; that would presuppose that 
someone else had a will stronger than His, 
able to overrule Him. This is, of course, 
not so. But, while much of what has taken 
place in the world through the ages of 
time has been in accordance with God’s 
permissive will, there is yet coming a day 
when His directive will shall be supreme. It 
is for this that we pray when we speak the 
words of verse 10. As that will is accom- 
plished unquestioningly in Heaven, so shall 
it be on earth when Christ returns. For 
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MARK 7:21-23 Down throughout the cen- 

turies there have been 
dreamy-eyed reformers who have sought 
social betterment without attempting to 
change the individual. The church defin- 
itely must play a role in social affairs, must 
be concerned for the individual’s welfare 
socially as well as spiritually; yet society can 
never be “Christianized”; only the individ- 
ual can be reached, and as individuals re- 
spond to Christ they in turn can form a 
Christian “community.” Social sin—sin on 
a society level—can never really be cleaned 
up until the individual is touched by Christ. 
Thus it was that Jesus taught that impurity, 
evil, immorality, corruption—these things 
come from the heart of man and until the 
heart is cleansed, society’s sin and the in- 
dividual’s sin cannot be erased. 


LUKE 6:25-36 Here is the command of 

a perfect God demanding 
perfection from His people. Several times 
throughout Scripture, the cry goes forth: 
“Be ye perfect,” “Be ye holy.” The right- 
eousness of the Lord’s people must go far 
beyond human goodness and justice; it 
must be divine. Indeed, it can only 
divine when Christ dwells within, and lives 
His life through us. It is not easy to love 
one’s enemies; we all have a tendency to 
observe the legalistic principle of “an eye 
for an eye; tooth for a tooth.” Nor is it 
easy to lend, not expecting anything in re- 
turn; it is natural for man to want to 
“make something on a deal.” Yet the com- 
mand is clear: “Be merciful, as your father 
is merciful.” Such is possible, we repeat, 
only when Christ possesses and lives in a 
person. 


ROMANS 3:23 As this verse stands in the 

English version, it seems 
to be simply a statement that, down through 
the centuries, man has been a sinner, fall- 





ing short of God’s expectations. This is | 
true, of course, but the verse tells much 
more than that in the Greek text. Literally, 
we might render it: “For all sinned, and are 
in the process of falling short of the glory 
of God.” In other words, the text points 
back to one specific time (aorist tense); 
there, man sinned. This was in Adam, of 
course. And, as a result of that act of will- 
ful disobedience, Adam’s descendants have 
been falling short of God’s perfection ever 
since. At his very unregenerate best, man 
can never attain that which God demands. 
But in Christ, he does! 
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HEBREWS 2:6-18 The writer quotes from 

Psalm 8 as he opens the 
argument of this section. More literally, the 
Hebrew Psalmist said that man was made a 
little lower than God (not “angels). Man 
was to be God’s vicegerent, ruling in His 
stead over the creative handiwork. But 
man proved untrustworthy and thus sub- 
jection and rule have been withdrawn from 
him in their completeness until such time 
as he is once more set over the works of 
God’s hands in the kingdom age. In the 
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FEBRUARY 6, 1955 


The Grace of God 


Luke 15:11-24; ager 2:1-10; 
Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 4:10 
Printed Text: 1 John 4:10; Ephesians 2:4-9; 
Titus 2:11-14 
Devotional Reading: Romans 5:1-8 


DATES AND (1) The passage in Luke's 
SETTINGS Gospel records the fam- 
iliar parable of the prodigal son which was 
given by Jesus as a part of His answer to 
the Scribes and Pharisees who spoke re- 
Eeeey concerning His willingness to 
ellowship with “sinners.” The words were 
oo by our Lord in what is called His 

ter Peraean ministry” not long before 
the crucifixion. (2) The Ephesian letter is 
classed with the “prison epistles” written by 
Paul during his first Roman imprisonment. 
It can be dated c. 59-61 A.D. It is thought 
by some, incidentally, that Ephesians was 

a “form letter” with a blank space in which 
a church name might be inserted, since 
many of the better Greek manuscripts do 
not have the words “at Ephesus” (1:1). Fur- 
ther, the content is general in nature, with- 
out any specific references to persons or 
events at Ephesus. (3) The epistle to Titus 
was written shortly after Paul had left his 
young disciple on the island of Crete to 
settle chu difficulties. Paul, aging and 
facing ultimate martyrdom, wrote to Titus 
giving advice on the handling of certain 
situations which had arisen. The date is 
c. 65 A.D. (4) First John was written by 
the apostle John c. 85-90 A.D. 


INTRODUCTION Many have been the at- 
tempts which have been 
made to give an adequate definition of 
“grace.” In actuality, this is a most difficult. 
if not impossible, task. For the grace of God 
is something which goes beyond all human 
effort to delineate and describe. Some have 
made an acrostic out of the letters which 
spell the word: God’s Riches At Christ's 
Expense. This comes close to an awareness 
of the sublimity of grace, but still does not 
do the term justice. Others have given the 
classic definition: “Grace is unmerited 
favor.” It is that, to be sure; but it is much 
more than that. When we think of the 
grace of God, we must see God in all of 
His majesty stooping to redeem fallen man. 
We have an illustration of grace in Romans 
5:7, 8: “For scarcely for a righteous man 
would one die; yet peradventure, for a 

man, some would even dare to die. 
But God commendeth His love toward us in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” The righteous man is the man of 
the law—the person who does all that is 
absolutely required of him, but not a whit 
more. No one would want to take his place 
in death! The good man is the individual 
who does what he is obligated to do, and 
then says: “What else can I do to help?” 
You might find some who would be willing 
to exchange places with such a person were 
he condemned to death. But while his ac- 
tions may be called kindness or mercy, they 
are not grace! “But God . . .” Ah! There is 
your illustration of true grace. While we 
were yet sinners—with no good to our ac- 
count—He stooped in grace to save us 
through His Son. 
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The texts assigned to us can be divided 


- conveniently into four sections and outlined 


as follows: I. Grace Illustrated Humanly 
(Lk. 15:11-24). Il. Grace, Theologically 
Speaking (Eph. 2:1-10). III. Grace, Practic- 
ally Speaking (Tit. 2:11-14). IV. Prerequisite 
of Grace (1 John 4:10). 


The Exposition 
LUKE 15:11-24 With such an emphasis 
on the psychological or 
psychiatric approach to personality prob- 
lems today, we might think of what a psy- 
chiatrist would say of the prodigal. After 
all, he was a younger son and consequently 
was immature, imaginative, eager. He was 
most probably an extrovert, longing to ex- 
press himself openly, but restrained by 
parental discipline. To combat this restric- 
tive force, he sought an outlet for his frus- 
trations in day dreams, envisioning what 
he might accomplish were he free to do so. 
Finally, these dreams materialized into a 
rebellion against family dominance, and the 
younger son went out to make a name for 
himself. Thus might a specialist analyze the 
boy’s behavior. Whether that be so or not, 
the fact still remains that he left his father’s 
house and went down, down, down into the 
grip of sin. It was only when he came to a 
crisis point in his life that he saw himself 
as he was and came back to the father's 
home. There, in grace, the boy’s father wel- 
comed him back with rejoicing. And this 
is a human picture of God’s grace, for He 
welcomes back His wandering ones when 
they stray from His perfect path and truth; 
when they face reality—see themselves as 
God sees them—and return to Him, there 
is abundant pardon (Isa. 55:6, 7). This is 
grace—the display of love and understanding 
care, where it is not deserved. 


EPHESIANS 2:1-10 From the very human ele- 

ment of the story of the 
prodigal we turn to the theological . facts 
concerning this matter of grace. The apostle 
Paul, greatest formulator of Christian theo- 
logy that the world has ever known, has 
set before us the truth of grace in this 
Ephesian passage. Verses 1-3 adequately— 
and horribly—describe what was our condi- 
tion before we found life in Christ, before 
we were quickened by the Holy Spirit's 
power. We lived after the manner of the 
world (and, unfortunately, some of the 
Lord’s people still do!), were subservient 
to the prince of darkness, were children of 
disobedience; our manner of living was 
characterized by fleshly desires; soulish in- 
terests captivated us; indeed, we were the 
children of wrath—God’s wrath. It is not a 
pleasant picture, but it superbly describes 
the fallen condition of the man, woman, and 
young person outside of Christ. And such 
a temporal condition becomes eternal when 
physical death intervenes; there is no longer 
a point of return. How horrible! Yet, the 
picture is brightened by the rest of the text 
division (vv. 4-10). “But God” is the turn- 
ing point—the transitional area—by which 
those in darkness and sin may become chil- 
dren of God through faith in Christ the 
Saviour. He is rich in mercy. He loved us 
even when we were dead in sin, unlovely, 
helpless, powerless. And He, by the Holy 
Spirit, quickened us (John 6:63), lifted us 
from our sin and into the heavenlies with 
Christ Jesus. All of this work was done by 
God apart from any work on our part. Had 
you or I any part in our salvation (other 
than a passive part), we would be likely to 
spend eternity bragging that we were there 
in Heaven because of what we did (v. 9)! 
But, once saved by His grace—and this is 
grace indeed!—we become His ‘“workman- 


ship, created in Christ Jesus for the purpose 
of good works” (v. 10). The message of the 
Christian gospel could not be sounded out 
more plainly than it is in these verses. 


TITUS 2:11-14 


Grace i§ not alone the’ cold, theological rea- 


soning of the logical mind; nor does ‘it - 


reach us only in the realm of human illus- 
tration as in the story of the prodigal. It 
must be put to work in our own lives, and 
be practical. In the Titus passage, we find 
a description of how this is to be. Observe 
several things as you read that text. (1) 
God’s grace has appeared to all men, in 
the person of Jesus Christ and by means 
of the Word of God available to all. (2) 
That grace is to teach us; not “all men.” 
but Christians—us! (3) This teaching is 
both negative and positive: negative—“re- 
pudiating ungodliness and worldly desires”; 
positive—“we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly.” These lives of ours must 
not only be negatively lived; that is, it is 
not necessary for Christians to go about 
constantly turning “thumbs down” on this, 
that, and the other thing. The Christian 

1 is primaril sitive in nature, and 
enn eel gaadeiiae be on what 
we do, rather than what we do not do. It 
stands to reason that, automatically, as we 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
life—with all that those adverbs imply—we 
shall, almost without realizing it, be turn- 
ing our backs on ungodliness and worldly 
desires. This is as it should be. But, per- 
haps the most important incentive of all for 
holy living, is the recognition that our 
Lord is coming again (see 1 John 3:3). So. 
we must look “for that blessed hope . . .” 
the second advent of our Redeemer. He 
gave Himself for us for redemptive pur- 
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, and that redemption. will not be com- 
plete ‘till the purchased possession is claimed 
when He comes. While we are here, how- 
ever, in grace He keeps us active for His 
glory (v. 14). 


1 JOHN 4:10 We spoke of this division 


of the lesson as the “Pre- 
requisite of Grace.” Naturally, we do not 
speak of this from a human point of view, 
for there could not be any prerequisite of 
grace on man’s part; he is dead in sin. But 
God’s wonderful love is the prerequisite of 
ce. Before He stooped to save, He loved. 
“God so loved . . . that He gave .. .” 
Those who would preach a gospel of ‘ ‘You 
must love God, and then He will love you” 
are avoiding the stinging truth of our text. 
With clarion sharpness, the apostle John 
has told us, “Herein is love . . .”; this is 
what true love is, as contrasted with all 
human substitutes. “Not that we loved 
God . . .” for we did not; the unregenerate 
man does not—cannot—love God; he hates 
the true God and all He stands for. Yet, 
. He loved us, and sent His Son .. .” 
This is grace—the sending; but its prere- 
quisite was the love of God. 


FEBRUARY 13, 1955 
New Life in Christ 


John 3:1-21; 10:7-16; Acts 16:19-34; 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Printed Text: John 3:5-7; Acts 16:25-34; 
2 Corinthians 5:17 


Devotional Reading: Romans 8:1-1l 


DATES AND (1) The first passage in 
SETTINGS the Gospel of John under 
consideration, is the familiar story of Nico- 
demus and Jesus in the nocturnal interview, 
early in Jesus’ ministry at Jerusalem. (2) 
rhe second Johannine text recalls for us the 
message on the Good Shepherd, drawn 
from the figure of those who cared for the 
local sheep of Jerusalem. Here, Jesus gave 
a hint of His forthcoming death. (3) On 
Paul’s second missionary journey, he ran 
into trouble at Philippi, resulting in his 
imprisonment and the consequent conver- 
sion of the Philippian jailer and his family. 
The —- in Acts describes these events. 
(4) second letter to the Christians at 
Corinth is a part of the Corinthian corres- 
pondence which comprised no less than five 
epistles—to and from the Corinthians. See 

e August, 1954, lesson commentary in 
Eternity for fuller details. Second Corin- 
thians can be dated c. 55 A.D., and was 
written by Paul from Macedonia. 


INTRODUCTION it is extremely fitting, at 
the halfway mark of the 
current quarter’s lessons, that we give con- 
sideration to the meaning and importance 
of new life in Christ. Our lessons up to this 
point, since January, have given us a good 
groundwork for our present study, for we 
have investigated the Bible, God the Father, 
Christ, the Holy = 4 man’s nature and 
need, and the grace of God. We are thus 
ready to delve into the question of the life 
that is found in Christ Jesus. We know that 
life is a precious word; man—wherever he 
may be—values his life highly, and does all 

his power to prolong that physical 
cook of life for as long a period as possible. 
Well, if our physical life is that vital to 
us, of how much greater value ought the 
eternal life be which we receive at the hand 
of God in the new birth. Man enters this 
world through the natural processes of phys- 
ical birth with the invisible, intangible, 
yet real quality of physical life. Similarly, 
man enters the spiritual world by the proc- 
ess of birth—the new birth. Without this 
second birth, there can be no life in the 
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eternal sense. But the life we have as a re- 
sult of personal faith in Christ Jesus our 
Saviour is a present and eternal possession. 
It requires careful nurture and development 
throughout our stay on earth, and it can 
only be lived in faith (Gal. 2:20). The var- 
ious Scripture passages before us in this les- 
son will illustrate phases of our life in 
Christ. 

As an outline to our study, we would 
suggest the following: I. A_ Religionist 
Finds Life (John 3:1-21). II. Christ’s Shep- 
herd Ministry (John 10:7-16). III. The Way 
to New Life (Acts 16:19-34). IV. The Result 
of New Life (2 Cor. 5:17). 


The Exposition 


Relatively little is known 
about Nicodemus, this re- 
ligious leader who sought out the Lord 
Jesus Christ at night for fear of arousing 
the ire of his fellow-religionists. His name 
is mentioned in only three places—all in 
John’s Gospel (our text, 7:50, and 19:39). 
Tradition assumes that this interview with 
Jesus was in the home of John who wrote 
the story; that this is how he came to know 
the full details of the visit. It is also as- 
sumed that Nicodemus’ visit was the result 
of Jesus’ public ministry yy ® the first 
Passover (John 2:23); that the leader was 
intellectually aroused by what Jesus had 
said, and resolved to seek out further in- 
formation. It may be questioned whether 
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he was converted or not. When Jesus was 
graces of the Pharisees 
(John.7), Nicodemus showed some partiality 
toward Him in a | sense at least. How- 
ever, this is insufficient ground for us to 
say that he was converted. His actions still 
later, at Jesus’ burial, when-he assisted 
Joseph of Arimathaea in the burial, are 
more convincing, for this took real courage 
on his part, and this may well be the out- 
ward evidence of a completed conviction 
that Jesus was the Messiah. The apocryphal 
Gospel of Nicodemus suggests that Nicode- 
mus gave evidence in favor of Christ at the 
trial before Pilate; that he was banished 
from Jerusalem by hostile Jews who recog- 
nized his conversion; and that he was bap- 
tized by Peter and John. While all of this is 
interesting, it probably has no real basis in 
fact. 

Observe Nicodemus’ approach: “We 
(Jews?) know that you are a teacher come 
from God... .” Of course, Jesus was such a 
Teacher, but He was infinitely more; He 
was God come to teach! And there is a 
world of difference. Many today acknow- 
ledge Jesus as a great teacher, who utterly 
repudiate His deity. In acknowledging Nico- 
demus’ opening remark, our Lord hit right 
at the heart of the religious leader’s need— 


“You need to be born again!” Thinking only 


in material terms, indicative of the fact that 
he had been intellectually attracted to 
Jesus, Nicodemus puzzled over the matter 
of the new birth, and it was necessary for 
Christ to illustrate by means of the wind 
blowing outside the window. Hear the wind? 
It creates sound. Yet, if you look outside, 
you will not see it, though you may see 
manifestations of its power. So it is when 
a person is born again. He may not see the 
actual happening, nor will others; yet both 
shall see the results of the wind (Spirit) 
blowing (working) where it (He) wills 
(v. 8). 

It is difficult to know where the conversa- 
tion of Jesus finishes and the commentary 
of John picks up. Is it at verse 12? Or are 
Jesus’ words recorded down to verse 21? 
We can but speculate, for Jesus often spoke 
in the third person singular. 


This discourse was given 
for the benefit of Pharisees 
who had been critical of Jesus’ miracle on 
the blind man in the preceding chapter. 
In the early verses of the tenth chapter, 
Jesus had laid claim to being the One who 
had entered into the sheepfold (Israel) in 
the proper way—through the door pre- 
scribed by Old Testament prophecy. Hav- 
ing established this principle, our Lord 
next made the bold claim: “I am the door 
of the sheep” (v. 7)—that is, the way of 
life for the sheep of Israel. He also went on 
to say (v. 9), “I am the door’—the door in 
general for all who will come and enter, 
be they Jew or Gentile. The result of enter- 
ing that door is given in verse 10—“life, and 
that . . . more abundantly.” Pointing to 
the immediate fold at hand—Israel—Jesus 
stated that others would be brought in 
who are aliens to the Jewish fold (v. 16), 
so that ultimately there would be one fold 
and shepherd. How true this is today; there 
is but one fold in this age, and all who 
would be redeemed for eternity and made 
members of the true Church of Christ, must 
come through the one door, Jesus Christ. 
There is no other. 


When Paul had a night 
vision of a man calling 
him to come over the sea from Asia Minor 
to Macedonia, he accepted it as a leading 
of the Lord, for he was always alert to such 
promptings from God. Picture his surprise, 
therefore when he found himself shortly in 
the local jail at Philippi. Had he mistaken 


February 1955 


JOHN 10:7-16 


ACTS 16:19-34 





the Lord’s leading? Was he out of the will 
of the Lord? Quite probably these thoughts 
ran through his mind when he faced his 
predicament. Undoubtedly he cried out to 
the Lord: “Why has this re yay O Lord? 
Did I do something wrong? Show me Thy 
will.” That will was not ro in being dem- 
onstrated, for right in the jail was a very 
needy man—one whom the Holy Spirit had 
singled out—not Paul. What a lesson for 
us as potential soul winners. In our eager- 
ness—and blindness—we rush here and there 
stirring up a lot of dust, and accomplishing 
little; when all the time the Lord desires to 
lead us to the very person or persons He 
has prepared for the word He has given us 
to speak. It may mean hardship—even pri- 
son, as it did for Paul—but God's earth- 
quakes can dispel hardship and bring a 
prepared convert kneeling before the Sov- 
ereign Christ, crying, “What must I do to 
be saved?” We need so Rp to learn 
the lesson of allowing the Lord to run our 
lives according to His plan, rather than our 
trying to adjust His plan to coincide with 
our wants. 


2 CORINTHIANS God never bothers to 
5:17 mend old lives; He creates 
new ones! He has no use for your old na- 
ture. Nowhere does Scripture urge you to 
whitewash it, polish it, brush it off, fondle 
it, coddle it, or treat it kindly. Quite the 
contrary; the Bible distinctly tells the child 
of God the old nature must be crucified— 
put to death! “Make no provision for the 
flesh”; regard it as non-existent, so thor- 
oughly must it be subjugated. Alongside 
that old nature, God creates and plants a 
new one—the very nature of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is this that makes us a “new 
creation.” But right here is a difficulty. 
“Old things are passed away.” Are they? 
Ask yourself whether this is true in your 
life; have the old habits, ways of living, 
characteristics, faded out like ‘old soldiers 
dying away?” Is this not what God demands 
and has a right to expect? In their place, 
“behold all things—not some things, but all 
—have become new.” What a goal to strive 
for—the progressive sanctification which is 
to be our portion in this life. The work be- 
longs to the Lord; He must initiate it, and 
we furnish the passive life on which He 
may work. “. . . He who has begun a good 
work in you will continue to perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 
Let this be true of you! 
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A Citizen of Three Worlds 


By Ralph fi. Keiper, Book Review Editor 


Dr. William A. Muel- 
ler, professor of the 
Philosophy of Reli- 
gion at Southern 
Baptist Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky, 
brings to us a con- 
tribution to the sub- 
ject of Church and 
State as found in the writings of Luther 
and Calvin. His book, Church and State 
in Luther and Calvin, is reviewed below. 

The Book Review Editor takes great 
delight in having Dr. Mueller’s work re- 
viewed in these columns and to take 
this opportunity to express his gratitude 
for having had Dr. Mueller as a teacher. 

Dr. Mueller is well equipped to write 
Church and State. Born in Germany, 
where he grew up, he himself was a mem- 
ber of the State Church. He came to 
know the Lord through the witness of 
a small group of people who met in a 
cobbler’s shop for Bible study. He, being 
well versed in languages and the German 
rationalism of his day, had looked down 
upon these “peasants” wondering what 
they knew of the Bible. To his amaze- 
ment he found that they had a real ex- 
perience of Jesus Christ. Because of the 
testimony of their lives as well as their 
lips he came to know the Lord and the 
first lessons from the Word through 
them. 

As my teacher, Dr. Mueller was one 
of the great intellectual giants who 
helped me to think through my faith. 
He and I both enjoyed the Calvinistic 
approach to the Scriptures and many 
times we had fellowship over the Blessed 
Hope. Dr. Mueller always considered 
himself a citizen of three worlds, of Ger- 
many, his fatherland, of America, his 
adopted country, and of the Church, into 
which he was adopted by the sovereign 
grace of God. 

As a brilliant linguist Dr. Mueller has 
served as translator at international con- 
ferences on church matters. He is a great 
theologian with a keen missionary spirit. 
He loves church history and many times 
we were lost to the present in our classes 
as he made St. Augustine, Luther, Cal- 
vin, Wesley, and the missionaries of the 
cross live for us. We trust that Dr. Muel- 
ler’s book will have a large reading pub- 
lic awaiting it. 
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Church and State in Luther and Calvin. 
William A. Mueller. Broadman Press. 
183 pp. $2.50. 

As long as we are citizens of two worlds, 
the subject of their relation will be pertin- 
ent. This is especially so in America today 
and Professor Mueller of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary has done us all a 
good service by furnishing us with a com- 
pact summary of how Luther and Calvin 
saw this problem. He has compiled the 
teachings of the two Reformers on the na- 
ture of the church, which includes its origin 
and authority. This in itself is stimulating 
reading because it reminds us of the 
church’s greatness and mission. 

The author then shows the relation of 
this spiritual community to the political 
one, as envi by Luther and Calvin. 
That they did not withdraw the witness of 
the church is made abundantly clear; it is 
also shown that, theoretically at least, they 
did not allow the church to dominate the 
state, a view which needs to be stiffened 
in America. There is mention of the danger 
of allowing the state to control the church. 
‘The delineation of these views serves to 
remind us of how far we have departed 
from the teachings of our fathers in the 
faith and at the same time of how shallow 
most of our concepts in this realm really 
are. 

The competency of this work is beyond 
criticism; Professor Mueller has used the 
original writings of the Reformers and is 
acquainted with the important literature 
in the field. ‘The volume will prove to be 
an invaluable aid for the student of reli- 
gious and political thought as well as a 
guide for the minister and his congregation 
who are facing seriously the contemporary 
issues of American life. For those wishing 
to read further on this subject, a select 
bibliography is furnished. 

NorMAN A. BAXTER 


Signs and Symbols in Christian Art. By 
George Ferguson. New York, Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. 346 pp. $10.00. 

A large and handsome volume with over 
350 illustrations, 16 in full color. If you 
have ever wondered why the famous paint- 
ings have certain symbolic articles, this 
volume will give you-the explanation of 
how and why such articles came to have a 
Christian meaning. Almost everyone, per- 
haps, would know why there was a rooster 
in a picture of Peter and why the dove 
would symbolize the Holy Spirit. But who 
would know why the ape and the ass, the 
bear, the bee, the bull, and the butterfly, 
the falcon, the fish, and the goose appear 
with certain Biblical scenes? Many would 
understand the lamb and the eagle, the 
lion and the sparrow, but how many would 
know why the renaissance artists put the 
fox, the frog, the owl, and the woodpecker 
in their paintings? There is a chapter on all 
the animals, birds, and insects represented in 
art, a chapter on flowers, trees, and plants. 
There is a chapter on radiances, letters, 
colors, and numbers. Here is a fascinating 








book for a gift. for light reading or for 
deep study. It is a beautiful book to hold 
in the hands, and it will, without question, 
enhance the appreciation and enjoyment 
of the great paintings of the past, and 
the sculptured treasures of the museums and 
churches of. Europe. It is a must for those 
who agticipate travelling in Europe. It will 
also give a rich insight into the Christian 
concepts and ideas of men of the past cen- 
turies. 

D. G. B. 


Nehemiah the Executive. Stanley Edwin 
Anderson. Van Kampen Press. 168 pp. 
$2.50. 


Here is a most helpful study of a most 
neglected Old Testament book. The author 
has brought to light a wealth of practical 
truth for all who love the Lord’s work. 
As the title suggests, Mr. Anderson has 
approached this study from the viewpoint 
of Nehemiah’s ability and preparation as 
an outstanding leader. In developing the 
theme he draws a number of texts from 
each chapter to show the kind of church 
leaders we need today, and how men can 
work together with them to rebuild our 
decaying church and nation. Among the 
modern problems discussed in the light of 
Scripture are social justice, freedom from 
fear, the need for national repentance. and 
the way to national revival. 


Everyone will enjoy this refreshing study 
of the Word. Lay people as well as pastors 
need this excellent guide to sound Scrip- 
tural thinking on present day problems. 


Warren H. Scuuti 


The Epistle of James. Robert Johnstone. 
Baker Book House. 433 pp. $3.40. 


When recommending books for Bible 
study, one necessarily must specify individ- 
ual volumes for individual Bible books. Fou 
certain Bible books this is not difficult; for 
the epistle of James it is a task. 

For the student with a theological library 
accessible, standard technical works on 
the epistle would include Calvin, Mayor, 
Hort, Dale. Stier, Wardlaw, John Brown. 
and Plummer in The Expositor’s Bible. 
With these volumes available, the student 
will still find Johnstone’s exposition warmly 
suggestive, for it brings much from the 
treasury of Scripture to illuminate the 
topics in the epistle. 
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Since the aforementioned standard works 


. on the epistle are not available to many, the 


need for such a volume as Johnstone's is 
enhanced, and to this fact is added the ob- 
servation of this reviewer that the few 
popular commentaries available have 
neither the technical preciseness which is 
required in the study of this epistle, nor 
the depth and breadth which is to be 
found in the volume under consideration. 
The book is orthodox in the Calvinistic 
tradition, and has the tone of the Puritan 
writers. The author is anti-premillennial, 
but this will not mar its value to ardent 
premillennialists. Because this volume 
breathes the spirit of the Lord Jesus 
throughout, the wise selection of it for a 
Baker Reprint makes available one of the 
very few expositions of James worthy- of 

both preacher and lay student alike. 
DwicHTt Hervey SMALL 


Maclaren’s Sermon Outlines. Selected and 
edited by Sheldon B. Quincer. Eerdmans. 
$2.50. 


Robertson Nicoll once remarked that a 
preacher who reads one of Maclaren’s ser- 
mons must either take his outline or take 
another text; many will find that to be 
true of this book. 

In the choice of sermons and in the 
treatment of them the editor has been very 
successful. I thought that of necessity we 
would lose the gems of illustration that 
Maclaren scatters so plentifully and yet so 
unobtrusively throughout his sermons, but 
even these have been preserved as for in- 
stance in 1 Corinithians 13:8, 9: “Know- 
ledge . . . it shall cease.” “. . . it shall cease 
because the perfect will absorb the im- 
perfect as the inrushing tide will obliter- 
ate the little pools in the rocks of the 
seashore.” 

The book contains thirty-five sermons 
drawn from many different books of the 
Scripture with a wide variety of subject 
matter including doctrinal, devotional and 
evangelistic material. In the Foreword it 
is mentioned that these sermons are taken 
from books of Maclaren’s sermons that are 
now difficult to obtain, but many of them 
do in fact also appear in the English edition 
of his Expositions. This has been no dis- 
appointment to me, for when one compares 
the original sermons with the outlines it is 
the more obvious what a fine job has been 
done and also what a genius Maclaren had 
for homiletics. 

I know of no expositor so helpful as 
Maclaren with his scholarly insight into 
the passage under consideration and his 
practical application of its truth, and I 
believe that many will be brought to ap- 
preciate him through this volume. 

I am enthusiastic about this book and 
commend it warmly to all who are in any 
way called to the ministry of the Word, and 
hope that in due course we shall see a 
companion volume. 

Eric S. FIFE 


The Walk, Character and Conversation of 
our Lord. Alexander Whyte. Zondervan. 
224 pp. $3.50. 


One of the principal. purposes of any 
writer of Christian literature ought to be 
to make the Bible more real to his readers. 
Any literary contribution which. conforms 
to this ideal is definitely worth while. The 
book we review herein by Alexander 
Whyte fulfills this responsibility admirably. 
‘Those readers who may be familiar with 
Whyte’s Bible Characters will not need to 
be induced to purchase this book, for they 
have already found out what a great devo- 
tional writer this Scottish clergyman, who 
died in 1921, was. But for those who may 
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GALLANT WARRIOR BOTH 


tional jiece will enable you to take 
a walk with the Lord and feel His presence 
Helen R. Mann BANKS 
A rich, rewarding story of dou 
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Hannah Duston of New England fame OF THE 
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customed. There is a strictness and disci- 
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Puritan mind and religious faith. 
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aad This is a series of seventeen sermon- 
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by the author of Coming to Terms wit 
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From Eternity to Eternity. Erich Sauer. 

Translated by G. H. Lang. Eerdmans. 

204 pp. $3.00. 

The author of The Dawn of World Re- 
demption, and The Triumph of the Cruci- 
fied, and teacher in the Bible School in 
Wiedenest, Germany, gives us another vol- 
ume on his perspective of the nature and 
structure of the kingdom of God in its 
development through time. 

In many ways this book is unusual. 
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ment of the kingdom of God and that is 
‘ by Christ (p. 25). This is in sharp con- 
trast to other dispensationalists who look 
at the law—at least—as a pro plan 
of salvation (though not actual). 

He says that the Fourth Empire (Rome) 
lasts all this dispensation in contrast to 
those. who make a gap between the old 
and the revived Roman Empire (p. 52). 

He admits that the kingdom of God 
has a real existence now in -contrast to 
some dispensationalists who affirm that all 
references to the kingdom of God are 
future (p. 81). 

He admits the correctness of recent 
emg. os gs of the New Testament that 
the word kingdom means kingly rule not 
kingly realm the latter being the usual 
interpretation of dispensationalists (p. 89). 

He constantly tries to interpret the mil- 
lennium as a spiritual victory, a moral 
triumph,.and avoid much of the economic- 
and-political-paradise version too common 
aimong contemporary dispensationalists. 

He admits that the interpretation of 
prophecy is difficult and that at times the 
pig and the literal interpenetrate and 
that there is no easy method of prophetic 
interpretation which is contrary to much 
dispensationalism which teaches that Isaiah 
is as obvious in its meaning as Galatians 
(p. 162 ff.). 

His intense Christo-centric and redemp- 
tive emphasis on the meaning of the king- 
dom of God and the development of the 
kingdom of God stands in marked contrast 
to those who find two equally emphatic 
teachings bow Scripture, namely, the 
purposes of God in Israel and the purposes 
of God in the Church. 4 

In fact Chapter V is so strong in its 
Christological emphasis as to almost involve 
the dissolution of his dispensationalism. 

One of the strange utterances of Sauer 
is his assertion that the Church is the 
continuation of the Incarnation—a view 
usually espoused only by modern ecumeni- 
cal churchmen (p. 70). 

His assertion that only the prophetic liter- 
alists are really free from the tint of Higher 
Criticism is very unfair and should be de- 
leted in any subsequent edition (p. 125). 

He fails to indicate that the Lutheran 
Confessions do not permit a premillennial- 
ism based on the revival of Jewish hopes. 
Sauer lists leading German Lutheran pre- 
millennialists as if they had a millennial 
faith identical to his. But these German 
Lutheran premillennialists built their pre- 
millennialism on the nature of the king- 
dom of God, not on the literal realization 
of national Jewish hopes. See the Augs- 
burg Confession, Article XVIII. 

Sauer admits that the church age is not 
an unforeseen gap in the prophetic per- 

tive. He admits that much of Old 

estament prophecy does now prevail—all 

concessions the stricter dis tionalists 
would never make (p. 185 f£.). 

All in all, this is a book in the better 
dispensational tradition, and indicates very 
clearly that many of the artificial distinc- 
tions, and arbitrary definitions, and a 
priori presumptions of the older and nar- 
rower dispensationalism cannot be main- 
tained, and that it must adjust to the facts 
of the case or find itself outmoded and out- 
dated by Biblical theology. 

BERNARD RAMM 
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A HEART-RENDING LETTER 
FROM LITTLE NICK 


My dear respectable “Uncle”: 


Two unknown Greek boys send their 
love to you. I, Nicholas, who write this 
letter, am fourteen years old. My brother 
Abraham is eight. In 1947 the commun- 
ists forced us to become refugees and we 
finally landed im Thessalonica. We are 
very poor because my father lost his right 
arm in an accident and now finds it diffi- 
cult to earn ‘a living. I work all day in 
a grocery store for $5 a month, and in 
the evening I go to school. I want to be 
educated and become a good man. Dear 
Uncle, please forgive me for taking the 
liberty of writing you without knowing 
you. Our parents finally consented to let 
us write, for they, too, cannot stand our 
suffering any more. We are ashamed, but 
what can we do? . 

We understand that life in America is 
so different, and that people there like 
to help the suffering, especially children. 
We know that you love Greece just as we 
love America. 


A girl who lives nearby gave us your 
address as one who would help us. We 
know that you are sending clothes and 
shoes to the children of Greece. Oh, how 
we would like to have a suit of clothes 
and a pair of shoes to wear! Uncle, please 
go around and ask for some old clothes 
from children of the same age as we 
are. Tell them we are in rags and would 
like to wear warm clothes, too. And 
when they give them to you, thank them 
and kiss them with tears in your eyes on 
our behalf. If any child has a little sack 
to put our books in to protect them from 
the rain, please ask him to send that 
along, too. We shall pray to our dear 
Christ that the child who helps us will 
grow up to be a great man. Please, Uncle, 
do not forget us, but go around and tell 
the little children about us in our great 
need. It will be the greatest day of our 
lives when we are able to wear a suit of 
clothes. Our hearts are beating fast as 
we wait for your answer. We kiss you. 


NICHOLAS AND 
ABRAHAM TOLIOS 


Helping the children of Greece is a 
most important part of the work of the 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc. Will 
you join with us in providing for an or- 
phan in our Orphanage ($15 a month), 
or educating a child in our Christian 
Day School ($10 monthly)? Our food sta- 
tions for the- little ones also need help 
($5 will buy 40 Ibs. of nourishing food), 
and blankets are needed (at $5 each). 
Write to Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Ameri- 
can Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. E, 
P. O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 
Ont.) 

—ADV. 








WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 11) 


CHURCH AND STATE 


The State of California has passed a 
law that no church is eligible for prop- 
erty-tax exemption unless its board signs 
a special oath of loyalty to the Govern- 
ment. The First Unitarian Church of 
Berkeley decided that it would pay taxes 
($2,200) rather than sign and condone 
what it regarded as a violation of church- 
state separation. Much as I condemn 
the theology of the Unitarians, I de- 
light in their spunk, for the principle in 
this law is a vicious one. We are ordered 
to render unto Caesar that which is 
Caesar’s and to God that which is God’s. 
The church has to decide where the line 
is to be drawn; the state may not make 
the decision. There must be absolute 
separation between the two. All our lib- 
erties depend upon this. 


PASTOR FIRED ON SEGREGATION ISSUE 

The Rev. Henry A. Buchanan, grad- 
uate of Louisville Seminary of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, and pastor of 
the church of that denomination in 
Shellman, Georgia, was fired by the 
congregation because he said that the 
community should obey the ruling of 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
on the subject of segregation. After he 
was asked to resign, Mr. Buchanan said, 
“You should withdraw from the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, call yourselves 
a community club instead of a Christian 
church, and elect a president instead of 


a pastor.” 


CATHOLIC ACTION BIBLE 

One of the New York publishers has 
started a “Catholic Book Club” and is 
offering a “Catholic Action Bible” as a 
premium to those who will join. I have 
been asked for an opinion of this book. 
It is the Confraternity text of the New 
Testament and those portions of the Old 
Testament already issued, with the re- 





maining portions of the text in the 
Douay Bible. This text is a distinct im- 
provement on the old Douay as it aban- 
dons most of the Roman Catholic trans- 
lations which have been from the Latin 
Vulgate rather than the Greek. For ex- 
ample, while the old Douay said in 
many places that one was to “do pen- 
ance,” the new Confraternity says “re- 
pent.” In fact there can be no doubt that 
the Roman translators had the Protes- 
tant translations in front of them at 
every verse. Beyond question it is better 
for a Roman Catholic to read this Bible 
than to read none. The notes are of 
course most controversial and the Bible 
is twisted out of all semblance to the 
truth in some of the comments. Protes- 
tants, of course, will get little or nothing 
out of it. 
TENSION IN ARGENTINA 

The conflict between the government 
of Peron in the Argentine Republic and 
the Roman Catholic Church is deepen- 
ing in intensity. The Roman Church 
has ruled for so long in the Argentine 
that social conditions have become des- 
perate and the abyss between the very 
poor and the very rich is great. There 
are comparitively few people in the mid- 
dle classes. Peron came to power through 
the influence of the labor unions, but 
in cooperation with the clergy. As the 
rift has grown wider Peron has thrown 
his influence more and more with the 
unions until today the antagonism is 
great and the division complete. After 
the death of Peron’s wife, Evita, her 
name was quickly removed from publi- 
city through the Roman Catholic con- 
trol of news agencies. Now thai the 
differences are growing so great the 
unions have revived her memory and 
had a demonstration with more than 
100,000 in attendance, proclaming her 
memory at the time when the Romanists 
were climaxing the Marian year with a 
demonstration for Mary. Peron’s party 

(Continued on page 39) 
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WAITING FOR HIS COMING. 


(Continued from page 21) 


embarrassment if he had to say: “Lord, 
some of Thine own whom I knew were 
complete bores, some were fools, some 
were most irritating. Some of them I 
did not like at all. These I did not love.” 
“But Paul,” cuts in the Lord, “I died 
for them, I loved them, and I gave you 
the grace to love them! Why didn’t you 
do it?” With horror the great mission- 
ary disciple sees himself unestablished 
in holiness before his Lord. 

There is no doubt of the fact that 
Paul thought upon this possibility many 
times. By God’s grace he loved the 
brethren for the sake of Christ. He 
writes this admonition to the assembly 
at Thessalonica in order that they might 
so love their brethren that on the day 
of their Lord's appearing they could 
greet their Saviour unflinchingly, know- 
ing they had been faithful to their 
stewardship—in kindness to the brethren 
—and would not need to be ashamed. 
And I ask you, as you read these lines, 
as you think of the believer among those 
whom you know, whom you detest most, 
how will your present attitude toward 
him assure your meeting the Lord with- 
out shame at His coming? 

Space does not permit us to give a 
full discussion to Paul’s next reference 
to the Lord’s return in this epistle. It 
is the famous passage in chapter four, 
verses thirteen to eighteen. This is the 
heart passage of this letter. It answers 
the question which was in the hearts of 
the believers: “Where are the believers 
who have died before the Lord’s com- 
ing?” Paul points out two things about 
them; they are asleep in Christ, and we 
shall meet them at the Lord’s return. 

The word “asleep” has caused great 
confusion within the Christian church. 
There are many who believe in the doc- 
trine of “soul sleeping” which holds 
that a believer upon the experience of 
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death sleeps, that is to say, is in a state 
of unconsciousness. With this we do not 
agree. We believe that Paul here is 
speaking in a metaphor, a picture. To 
the pagan world, what men called death 
was final. When one departed from this 
earth it was thought that he would never 
be seen again. Thus tragic sorrow would 
be the experience of those who saw their 
loved ones die. Paul is setting forth to 
the assembly at Thessalonica that this is 
not true of the believer. 

Our hope is in Christ. When one de- 
parts this life as a believer he goes to 
be with Christ (Phil. 1:21, 2 Cor. 5:8). 
Furthermore, we shall be reunited with 
them when the Lord returns, as the fol- 
lowing verses of our passage show. Thus 
Paul is arguing that a believer does not 
really die—permanent separation, but 
sleeps—temporary separation, as in the 
sense we might say “good night” to a 
person who was about to retire, expect- 
ing to say “good morning” to them on 
the morrow. So real is our relationship 
to Christ that what men call death can- 
not disturb it. Thus the apostle is writ- 
ing from our viewpoint. A departed 
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loved one has retired from our presence 
to be in the Lord's. 

This passage teaches another wonder- 
ful truth. It teaches the resurrection of 
the body. Paganism believes in immortal- 
ity all the way from the idea of being 
transformed into a plant or an animal 
or a lower creature to the modern liberal 
concept of immortality as being remem- 
bered by your children. But when Christ 
arose from the dead He made it possible 
for you and me to rise with Him. Only 
the Christian faith knows of a personal 
resurrection of the body. This gives our 
reunion with our loved ones substance. 
We shall not be two unclothed concepts 
looking around in the glory for some 
body to wear; we shall have our bodies, 
risen and glorified, “made like unto his 
glorious body.” Our coming fellowship 
with our loved ones and with Christ will 
be real, physical, something to be ex- 
perienced. 

Thus Paul can ‘come with force to 
his. conclusion: “We sorrow not as others 
who have no hope. . . . Comfort one 
another with these words. . . .” For the 
believer there may be a temporary sep- 
aration, but there is the- prospect of 
a permanent fellowship in Christ with 
our loved ones. Thus our earthly sor- 
row is lined with His heavenly joy. 

And in his last reference Paul assures 
us that God is keeping us for this great 
meeting in the air. In chapter five, we 
read: “And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly, and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body, be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it” 
(23, 24). 

These farewell words are in the form 
of a benediction. His appeal is to “the 
God of peace.” This is the believer's 
portion—the peace of God and peace 
with God, the former coming from the 
knowledge of sins forgiven, the latter 
coming from a knowledge of our fel- 
lowship with Him as “His Spirit enables 
us to understand the great things in 
the Word which God has promised He 
has done and is doing for us. In a world 
of restlessness the people of the Word 
should be paragons of peace and quiet- 
ness. After all it is our love of sin that 
makes us nervous. Paul in this prayer of 
blessing prays that God will bless us in 
spirit (spiritually), in soul (mentally), 
and in body (physically). And in the 
twenty-fourth verse he goes on to write 
that this we may expect because of 
God’s faithfulness. Furthermore, God 
did call us to the salvation of our souls. 
We rejoice in that truth. Paul’s closing 
argument, then, is this. God, who was 
able to save your soul is able to keep 
you spiritually, mentally, and physically 
till the Lord returns. He is able to do 
it. He will do it. Rest in Christ, till He 
come. END 











INVISIBLE WAR 
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vindicated in his steadfast resolution, 
but also there shall be comfort for 
thousands of thousands of souls through- 
out the coming centuries, and Satan 
will have a large mouthful of dust for 
his pains.” 

“And so it came to pass.” Men read 
those words, and they may have no 
more than a literary effect upon their 
minds. But they mean that, suddenly, 
in the midst of a calm, ordered, and 
peaceful life, all the forces of Satan 
broke loose. War, banditry, death, dis- 
ease, contentiousness, strife and debate 
came flooding into the life of a man who 
was admittedly upright and who had 
done nothing specific that would deserve 
such strokes if they came as punishment 
or chastisement. 

The sufferings of Job began not only 
by the permission of God but by the 
direction of God. In the opening verses 
of the Book of Job, the court of Heaven 
is revealed to us with all of the angelic 
hosts present, even the fallen ones, for 
Satan was there among them. The Lori 





‘= 
rson, President 





14 Oak Lane, Essex Fells, New Jersey 





Please mention ETERNITY 


when writing to our advertisers 








a el 


—S= — fF 


eo eee ORO Oe ee 


Oe) Ae TS 20 a le: a. 








called Satan to account for his move- 
ments. “Whence comest thou?” was the 
question to which the fallen prince an- 
swered: “From going to and fro in the 
earth and walking up and down in it” 
(Job 1:7). This would seem to be an 
honest enough answer, even suggesting 
that Satan was telling God how industri- 
ous and active he was, perhaps even sug- 
gesting that he was active in God's be- 
half. There has been a disagreement 
between two Bible commentators, Pem- 
ber and Jennings, as to the nature of 
the original work of Satan. Pember 
wrote that Lucifer had been occupied 
before the fall with the government of 
the universe for God. Jennings, asserting 
that this was wrong, taught that Lucifer 
had been occupied with setting forth the 
righteousness of God, being the anointed 
cherub that covered the throne of God. 
Jennings holds that Satan’s words in 
the first chapter of Job indicate that this 
malignant being was still pretending 
before God to be actively interested in 
the glory of the Creator and that his 
deepest wish was to protect that glory 
from the evil in Job’s heart. Perhaps the 
difficulty between these two writers is 
simply that neither saw the whole pic- 
ture, neither realized that both were 
right indeed and that Satan was even 
more than either of them had seen. 
Lucifer, as we have shown in an earlier 
chapter, was in a three-fold office for 
God. He was Prophet, Priest, and King. 
God no longer spoke through Satan— 
he had forever lost the office of Prophet. 
He knew, however, that he still possessed 
the office of government, Prince of this 
world, and he could well have pretended 
at this moment that he was busily oc- 
cupied with the office of Priest, and that 
in this capacity he was revealing to God 
that the latter had been deceived with 
Job. It can well be imagined that. the 
father of lies would still seek to deceive 
God if he could. If he could make the 
lie stick he would be freed from a diff- 
cult position into which he had been 
maneuvered by the integrity of Job and 
the failure of all the attacks on that 
righteous man. 

At all events, Satan, going to and fro 
in the earth, had received the reports of 
all his minions through the various or- 
ders of his hierarchy. His subordinates 
had evidently brought to his attention 
the-existence of this man, Job, who could 
not be turned aside by any of their 
seductive arts. Here was a man whose 
soul they had been unable to move by 
the attractive incentives of worldly 
power, whose body they had been un- 
able to lure by the ravishing entice- 
ments of the flesh, and whose spirit they 
had been unable to flatter to a pride 
that would have dethroned God from 
the worship rightfully His due. Job had 
indeed been a very good man, and 
he was able to point to his goodness 
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mn his later discussions with the com- 
forters who came to advise him in his 
distress. He was able to say of public 
opinion with respect to himself: “The 
young men saw me, and hid themselves: 
and the aged arose and stood up. The 
princes refrained talking, and laid their 
hand on their mouth. The nobles held 
their peace, and their tongue cleaved to 
the roof of their mouth. When the 
ear heard me, then it blessed me; and 
when the eye saw me, it gave witness to 
me: because I delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherless, and him that 
had none to help him. The blessing of 
him that was ready to perish came upon 
me: and caused the widow’s heart to 
sing for joy. . . . I was eyes to the 
blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was 
a father to the poor: and the cause 
which I knew not I searched out. And I 


brake the jaws of the wicked, and 
plucked the spoil out of his teeth” (Job 
29:8-17). 

It is no wonder that Satan was ag- 
grieved that such a righteous man should 
live and move in the midst of his prin- 
cipality. His hatred against Job must 
have mounted at every good deed that 
Job accomplished and at every wicked 
deed that Job blocked. Thus, when the 
Lord asked Satan if he had considered 
Job, whom He ennobled with the title 
“My Servant,” Satan knew only too well 
the nature of the humiliation that was 
now before him. It may even be possible 
that this sentence hides a great irony. 
If Satan had been attacking Job and 
if Job had been remaining steadfast, all 
Heaven, ‘which rejoices over the con- 
version of one sinner, must have rejoiced 
at the uprightness of this steadfast soul 
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who stood unmoved in the midst of the 
opposing forces that would have struck 
him down could they have reached him. 

When ‘God mentioned the name of 
Job, Satan lashed out with an answer 
which contains one of the most glorious 
truths of the Bible: God’s hedge about 
the believer. When the father of lies is 
forced to admit a truth that is going to 
bring sublime comfort and strength to 
weary souls who, for a little while, have 
become tired with the struggle for life, 
we may be sure not only that it tore him 
but also that such an admission of de- 
feat will contain truth that is pertinent 
to our victory and our strengthening. 
“Does Job fear God for naught?” he 
cried. “Hast not thou made a hedge 
about him, and about his house, and 
about all that he hath on every side?” 

This answer shows the extent of Sa- 
tan’s onslaught. It reveals that Satan had 
been attacking Job personally, that he 
had been attacking him through his 
family, that he had been attacking him 
through his possessions and that this 
attack had been from every possible 
angle and with every possible device 
known to Satan. But the answer reveals 
much more than this. In admitting that 
there was a hedge about Job, Satan ad- 
mits that he has tried to reach Job and 
has failed repeatedly. He reveals that 
he hates upright men and that he would 
strike through to the believer if he 
could, but that he cannot because of the 
protective love of God that overshadows 
all of those who have put their trust in 
His saving grace. If Satan could’ only 
pass the hedge! But he admits that he 
cannot. There was a barrier of cloud 
between the children of Israel and the 
armies of Pharaoh. That which was light 
to the people of God was darkness to 
the enemy. That which is a defence to 
us is an obstacle to Satan. He would 
strike at us if he could. His arm is long 
enough but God intervenes. He would 
pierce us with ‘his fiery darts, but God 
is our shield and our buckler, our strong 
defence and our high tower. In the 
Psalms, God tells us these truths in song. 
In the history of Job, Satan confesses 
them. How safe we are! It is because of 
this principle that “we know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them that are the 
called according to His purpose” _ 
8:28). 

Satan continued to answer God with 
a subtle and evil attack against Job. 
Satan sought to put Job in the wrong 
and to show that he. himself was the 
protagonist of the righteousness of God. 
It might be paraphrased: “Here you 
have a creature that seemingly is going 
about doing good, and everyone thinks 
he is the last word in goodness. But I 
know him down underneath and in 
reality he is an arrant hypocrite. He is 
good simply because he is healthy and 
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wealthy. If you would just prick him 
‘with calamity, all of that insipid right- 
eousness would ooze out, and You would 
see him for what he really is. He would 
curse You to Your face if he were de- 
flated and the real core of his being al- 
lowed to become evident.” 

Having already experienced deteat at 
the hands of Job, Satan was now to 
know the full bitterness of complete rout. 
He should have realized that the God 
of the hedge, the God who had been 
taking care of Job, would continue that 
loving care. He was evidently driven on 
by that hatred which always motivates 
Satan both against those who refuse to 
yield him allegiance in his attempt to 
organize and rule the earth and against 
those who turn from the visible and 
tangible prizes of this earth to gaze 
upon the invisible though no less real 
delights that belong to those who prefer 
the unseen because it pertains to the 
only true God. 

Carried on by his vindictive hostility, 
Satan overreached himself. A boxer who 
has been struck by a blow that excites 
his anger and who seeks to retaliate with 
a destructive thrust that will finish his 
Opponent, sometimes succeeds only in 
throwing himself off balance and in 
opening up his defences for his own de- 
feat. Thus Satan, forced on by his ar- 
rogant pride and his envious malice, 
challenged God to take away Job’s 
possessions claiming that the result 
would be a curse from the creature 
upon the Creator. 

The Lord answered with pointed brev- 
ity. He would take the hedge down, 
but with a definite limitation. Satan had 
permission to do what he pleased with 
the family and possessions of Job. But 
he was rigorously forbidden to touch 
Job himsell. 

(To Be Continuep) 


A DIFFERENT TOMORROW 

(Continued from page 17) 
Love. What Paula Tanqueray failed wo 
accomplish through human love and 
marriage, every sinner is enabled by 
divine grace to accomplish fully through 
divine love and marriage union with 
His only Son. And the two shall become 
one flesh! Such a union with Jesus is 
the only way out of the slavery of all 
our * yesterdays’ becoming our eternal 
tomorrows. 

At this moment you are facing the 
new year either like Paula, in the vain 
hope of self-reformation, or like Gomer, 
restored, regenerate, abiding in an eter- 
nally new and perfect tomorrow, incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in Heaven for you who 
are guarded by the power of God 

- through faith from glory to glory, eter- 
nally married to your own Lord and 
Saviour, the Bridegroom sent by God to 
be the Lover of your soul. Enp 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 15) 

‘The whole context shows that these 
men were coming under the judgment 
of God not because they had held some 
wrong theory of doctrine, even about 
the law and the Word of God. These 
men thought that because they were 
orthodox about the Scriptures they had 
the right to disregard them and follow 
their own will, then twisting the Word 
to find justification for their actions. ‘The 
New Testament warns us that we must 
not deceive ourselves into thinking that 
it is enough to be hearers and even stu- 
dents of the Word without being doers 
of the Word (John 5:39, 40; Jas. 1:22). 
The Bible seems to hold its greatest 
woes over those who are fundamental 
in doctrine without being fundamental 
in living. 

Lord, may we not only believe but obcy. 


1E HATH STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND (5:25) 
Again the prophecy is put in the 
prophetic past tenses, so sure is the 
judgment of God upon those who depart 
from His Word. In the twenty-sixth 
chapter of Leviticus there are five great 
groups of judgments that are pro- 
nounced in advance if Israel fails to 
keep the covenant of the law of God. 
In five passages in Isaiah each of these 
groups is strengthened by a prophetic 
statement that, as far as God is con- 
cerned, they have already come. to. pass. 
“If ye will not hearken unto me, and 
will not do all these commandments, byt, 
that ye break my covenant; I will also 
do this unto you...” (Lev. 26:14, 15). 
That the anger of Jehovah should have 
to be kindled against His people is evi- 
dence enough of the terrible nature of 
their crimes. For He chose the people 
that He might love them, but they forced 

Him to judge them. 
Lord, deal with us only in grace. 


HE WILL LIFT UP AN ENSIGN (5:26) 


The Hebrew wofd is one that is used 
in remarkable ways throughout the Old 
‘Testament. It is the word used for the 
pole on which the brazen serpent was 
elevated in the midst of the camp of 
the Israelites (Num. 21:8). David uses 
it for the banner that is to be displayed 
because of the truth (Psa. 74:4). It is the 
ensign, or battle standard, that calls the 
nations from afar. Since our Lord said 
that the lifting up of the serpent in the 
wilderness was a symbol of Himself be- 
ing lifted up to die on the cross, we may 
well draw the inference that the judg- 
ments of God are announced as taking 
place because He created a righteous 
basis for judgment when Christ died. 
Thus we see in Revelation (8:3, 5) that 
incense from the altar goes to God from 
the saints and fire from the altar is 
thrown on the earth for judgment. Men 
must have the merit of the blood of the 


. WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 34) 
recently forced through a divorce bill, 
the first. to have been l in the 
Argentine. The vote was 126-8. The bill 


was introduced near the end of an: all. 


night session, passed immediately, ap- 
proved by the senate within a few hours 
and signed by Peron on the same day. 
The action took Romanist leaders by 
surprise. Observers believe that the pass- 
age of this law will increase the tension 
which has been mounting between the 
Church and the regime. 


TRUTH AND ERROR 


One of the elders in the church of 
which the Editor is pastor has a musician 
friend who is an organist at one of the 
big Christian Science churches in Phila- 
delphia. He recounted a story told to 
him by the musician. One morning as 
the organist completed the playing just 
before the reading of the lesson the fuse 
blew out. The organ was dead when the 
time came for the playing of the next 
hymn. At the close of the service the or- 
ganist was roundly scolded by two of 
the leaders on the grounds that the fuse 
was in his department and that if he had 
had faith the fuse would not have blown 
out. Now according to Christian Science 
doctrine, the fact that the fuse blew out 
was nothing more than an error of mor- 
tal mind and if they had just stated tri- 
umphantly, “truth, truth, truth,” error 
would have been down and the organ 


; would have played. 


This story reminded me of my first 
visit to Boston. I went to see the Mother 
Church of Christian Science as a tourist, 
and to my amazed delight saw signs on 
the trees outside—trees that were defin- 
itely on the property of the Christian 
Science Church—which read: ‘These 
trees have been sprayed with arsenate of 
lead.” 


GOOD WORDS FROM AN ARCHBISHOP 


The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 


Boston has made a good statement which 
all Americans should accept. He points 






out that when a man defects from Com- - 


munism and returns in a repentant fash- 
ion to democracy he should be accepted. 
A true patriot, the prelate said, should 
be the first to extend a hand of welcome 
to such a one. The fight against Com- 
munism demands charity for the victims 
of its ideas as well as for the victims of 
its violence. It is the task of enlightened 
patriots to provide for the early and easy 
return to civic life of those who have 
been duped into Communism or like 
disloyalties. by naive idealism, faulty 
education, or pressures which they them- 
selves now fully understand and are 
prepared to repudiate. I am delighted to 
find something coming from a Roman 
prelate with which I can heartily agree. 
(Continued on page 47) 
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| altar or the fire of judgment from the 
altar. 
Lord, cover us with Thy death. 


GOD WILL WHISTLE (5:26) 
The RSV translates: “He will raise a 


signal for a nation afar off, and whistle 
for it from the ends of the earth.” God 
raises one nation to judge another. He 
raised the Medes and the Persians to 
destroy Babylon, Greece to destroy the 
Persians, Rome to destroy the Greeks, 
the Germanic hordes to destroy Rome. 
Throughout the years the same process 
has been followed. The United States 
was raised to destroy Germany and we 
stand today confronted by Russia. The 
prophetic picture of the end times shows 
the Revived Roman Empire—a United 
States of Europe—warring against the 
powers of the North—Russia—with the 
scene of the conflict in Palestine. The 
Jews will be restored to their land in 
unbelief and then will be caught like 
grains of wheat between the upper and 
the lower millstones. 
Lord, Thou art righteous in 
Thy judgments. 
THEY SHALL COME WITH SPEED SWIFTLY (5:28) 
At the time Isaiah wrote his prophecy 
Israel was dwelling in peace and safety. 
Uziah was reigning and there was an 
appearance of righteousness overlaid by 
seeming calm. But suddenly judgment 
was to break forth. When we deal with 
the Lord we must never judge by ap- 
pearances. A Joseph may be in great 
prosperity in the morning and in Phar- 
aoh’s prison by night. A Mordecai may 
be in danger of death in the morning 
and celebrating the victory by night. 
Thus the lot of the saints may be seen 
as certain from God’s point of view 
though uncertain from man’s. On the 
contrary Haman may be gloating in the 
morning and his body hanging on a 
scaffold by evening. “When they shall 
say, Peace and safety, then sudden de- 
struction comes upon them” (1 Thes. 
5:8). Although the nation that falls on 
Israel is itself to be judged, it will do 
God's will instantly when God’s time 
comes. 
Lord, Thou art in full control 
of all things. 
DARKNESS AND SORROW (5:30) 
The enemy will roar against Israel like 
a lion. Israel will know that judgment 
has not come by chance, or by the whim 
of an enemy, but that it is the planned 
judgment of God. The armies will arrive 
in perfect condition with every type of 
weapon, and with a freshness that will 
show that they have been divinely ap- 
pointed for their task. Israel would be 
forced to remember that for forty years 
they walked in the desert, led by God, 
and that their garments did not become 
ragged and their shoes did not wear out 
and that there were no lame among 
them. Now they see an enemy coming 
upon them in this same condition. They 








may remember that they were kept in 
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that former time even though they were 
complaining against God. Now their 
enemy is kept strong by God against His 
people. 

Lord, keep us presuming on past blessings. 
IN THAT DAY (5:30) 

These words link all of this vision 
with the judgments announced in the 
previous chapters and with those which 
shall be set forth in later chapters. There 
is definitely a near and local fulfillment, 
issuing in the captivity, and a remote 
and national fulfillment at the time of 
the great tribulation. This passage shows 
that the nations, though they seem to 
be walking in their own desires, are 
nevertheless, fulfilling the plan of God. 
It further shows that when Israel is 
seized like a lamb in the mouth of the 
lion, there will be no help for her. She 
shall look to the land and there will be 
none to help her, and she shall look to 
the skies and there will be no help from 
thence. Heretofore, when Israel truly 
cried to God, there was hope. But this is 
the last time, and there can be no hope. 
Even the light of Heaven will be dark- 
ness in that day. 


Lord, we thank Thee that Christ 
endured darkness for us. 














KING UZZIAH (6:1) 
Uzziah was one of the grandest and 


one of the saddest of the kings of God's - 


ancient people. He is one of the many, 
many men in the Bible who were strong 
when they were young and weak when 
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they were old. We read of him, “He was 
marvelously helped, till he was strong” 
(2 Chr. 26:15). “But when he was strong 
lis heart was lifted up to his destruction” 
(v. 16). Oh, the danger of trusting even 
one whit in one’s own character, gifts, 
attainments, position, strength, or any- 
thing else that has been near enough to 
man to have on it a whiff of the old 
Adamic nature. Such must always bring 
upon itself the curse of God. Uzziah in- 
truded into the priest’s office and. was 
struck by God with leprosy. His pride 
led to his destruction. 

Lord, keep our hearts low. 
IN THE YEAR THAT KING UZZIAH DIED | SAW 
THE LORD (6:1) 

There is something very sad in the 
fall of a great oak tree, when the storm 
reveals an inward flaw that has eaten 
away the heart and left the monarch to 
lie low among the underbrush. Isaiah 
had undoubtedly respected and even 
loved the king who had reigned right- 
eously for fifty-two years. Israel was 
strong and respected because of his 
strength. “He made engines, invented 
by cunning men, to be on the towers 
and upon the bulwarks, to shoot arrows 
and great stones withal. And his name 
spread far abroad.” (2 Chr. 26:15). Then 
he died. Beyond. question there must 
have been many who were afraid for the 
throne of Judah. They knew that there 
was danger of war in the north and they 
wondered what the young prince would 
do. Isaiah went into the sanctuary— 
where we should take all our thoughts— 
and saw that the true king of Judah was 
not the dead Uzziah nor the young 
Jotham but the Lord of Hosts. 


Lord, may we ever see Thee 
allaying all doubts. 


1 SAW THE LORD (6:1) 

The Hebrew word is Adonai. It is the 
name of God that indicates that He is 
the Sovereign, the Master. The purpose 
of all our losses, our sorrows, our griefs, 
our disappointments, is that we might 
see the Lord as Sovereign, on His throne. 
Maclaren likens our life to that of men 
who frost a windowpane so that light 
can come in but sight cannot go out. 
And then a mighty and merciful hand 
shivers the painted glass into fragments, 
because it has been dimming the white 
radiance of Eternity. And though the 
casement may look gaunt, and the edges 
of the broken glass may cut and wound, 
yet the view is unimpeded. When the 
gifts that we have misused are with- 
drawn, we can see the Heaven that they 
too often hide from us . . . When the 
great tree falls there is opened a view of 
the blue above . . . When other props 
are struck away we can lean our whole 
weight upon God. 

Lord, let our Uzziahs die. 
THE LORD SITTING UPON A THRONE (6:1) 

The previous chapters of Isaiah saw 

the law revealed and the judgments of 
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God falling on those who had despised 
that law. This chapter sees the Lord re- 
vealed and blessings of cleansing and em- 
powering for service coming from His 
exalted throne. Many centuries later that 
glory would be fully manifested among 
men in the person of Christ. The people 
were not better while this glorious vision 
was being given than when the judg- 
ments of the earlier chapters were being 
pronounced, and perhaps even worse bv 
the time Christ came in person. Regard- 
less of the state of man God works out 
His own blessings of cleansing and re- 
demption in His own time and way, as is 
fitting for the Sovereign Lord of history. 
sitting upon His throne. Today we do 
not have to wait for a vision to break 
through upon us, for God has come 
through, once for all in Jesus Christ. 
Lord, be on the throne of our hearts. 


HIS TRAIN FILLED THE TEMPLE (6:1) 

We may suppose that Isaiah knew 
King Uzziah well, and that he was 
grieved with the King’s blasphemy and 
its punishment. Uzziah had to move 
from the palace into a house outside the 
camp where he was forced to dwell alone 
(2 Ki. 26:21; Lev. 13:46). He was cut off 
from the house of the Lord. The great 
contrast between the first part of this 
text and the last part is thus heightened. 
The leper king—alone in his house out- 
side the camp—and the Sovereign King, 
on the exalted throne, with the edge of 
His flowing robe filling the temple. 
Isaiah, of course, was not seeing the in- 
visitle God, for no man has seen Him 
at any time (John 1:18), but he was 
given to see enough of such a form (for 
he speaks of a throne, a robe, and a 
bodily appearance) as would make it 
possible in his humanity to see the in- 
conceivable majesty of God. 


Lord, open the eyes of our spirit. 


ABOVE IT STOOD THE SERAPHIM (6:2) 

The Septuagint reads, “And seraphs 
stood round about Him.” The etymology 
is well-known—they are burning ones— 
but we cannot be sure why they are so 
named. Some have thought it is because 
they are swift like fire, and point to the 
Psalms where we read that “He makes 
his messengers a breath and his minis- 
ters a flaming fire” (Psa. 104:4; Heb. 
1:7). Others have thought ‘that they are 
called seraphs because of their innate 
brightness. Still others have conceived 
that they are so named because they burn 
with the love of God. There is nothing 
cold in His presence, and the nearer we 
get to Him the more we will glow. We 
know nothing about these creatures be- 
yond what we read here. We do not 
know how many seraphs there were. 
Daniel, in a similar vision, saw “His 


throne . . . a fiery flame . . . thousand 
thousands ministered unto Him” (Dan. 
7:9, 10). 


Lord, may Thy glory break upon us. 








WITH TWO WINGS HE COVERED HIS FACE 
(6:2) 

Even the created beings that are re- 
cognized and named for their brightness 
cannot endure to look upon the un- 
created beams of the brightness that 
comes from the throne of God. As a man 
coming out of one of the ocean caves 
into the intense brightness of the Medi- 
terranean sun will suddenly fling up a 
hand to shield his eyes against the glare, 
so these seraphim fold one pair of their 
wings to shield their faces from the in- 
tolerable glory of God. What reverence 
this should teach us! How careful we 
should be in approaching our God; with 
boldness, yes, but with a holy boldness 
that has no human pride in it but re- 
members it was authorized by the cross. 
And what an insight into the amazing 
grace of God which makes it possible for 
us, who were made lower than the angels 
(Psa. 8:5), to be made higher than the 
seraphs, to be made like unto Christ and 
to see God (Mt. 5:8). The sons of ig- 
norance and night may ever dwell in the 
eternal light, through the eternal love. 


Lord, we thank Thee for Thy present 
glory to us in the face of Jesus Christ. 


WITH TWO WINGS HE COVERED HIS FEET (6:2) 


There have been many ideas suggested 
as to why the seraphs covered their feet. 
Jews, in the Midrash, have gone so far 
as to bring in Ezekiel 1:7, “And the sole 
of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s 
foot,” and to say that this would recall 
the sin of the golden calf, and the sera- 
phim cover their feet so as not to recall 
that sin before God. This does violence 
to the grace of God who has said, “Your 
sins and iniquities will I remember no 
more” (Heb. 10:17). Another has sug- 
gested that this was in order to keep 
from dirtying their feet by contact with 
this earth, not thinking, perhaps, that 
such protection would get their wings 
dirty! I believe that the covering of their 
feet is both representative of their humil- 
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ity before God and in order to keep frail 
human creatures from seeing them, for 
even a sight of such a lesser burning 
glory would be more than we could bear. 


Lord, we behold Thy glory 
through Christ 


WITH TWO WINGS THEY DID FLY (6:2) 

Flying is the utmost in joyous motion. 
Our nation has discovered the joy of 
motion on wheels, and some know the 
joy of motion in flight. Perhaps the-best 
way to feel such flight is in the smallest 
possible one-seated plane that permits 
skimming above the tree-tops, or a strato- 
liner that pierces the highest banks of 
clouds to take one into the unshadowed 
sunlight of upper space. “They that wait 
on the Lord shall mount up with wings 
as eagles” (Isa. 40:31). Our obedience in 
service is on a far higher level than that 
of the seraphim, for we have been re- 
deemed. But shall we not realize the 
subordinate position of service to that 
of worship? There were four wings for 
worship and only two for service. If we 
maintain this balance we will not be 
sluggish in service, and we will not let 
activities crowd worship from its highest 
place. 

Lord, may we worship Thee in 
spirit and in truth. 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (6:3) 

The ancient Jewish commentary (Tar- 
gum Jonathan) said, “Holy in the high- 
est Heaven, holy upon the earth, holy 
for ever and ever.” This holiness has, 
perhaps, its highest emphasis here, when 
we see these burning ones, with feet and 
faces veiled, crying one to another as 
they fly, proclaiming the holiness of 
God. When we know that God’s most 
wonderful creatures are employed in pro- 
claiming His holiness and His glory we 
can readily see that man’s chief end 
must be to glorify God and to enjoy 
Him forever. We must see to it that 
not only our tongues shall sing forth His 
praises, but that every thought should 
be brought into captivity unto the obed- 
ience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5), and that 
every action should be in a walk that is 
worthy of the calling wherewith we have 
been called (2 Tim. 1:9). 


Lord, may we have Thine 
holiness upon us. 
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REVIVAL 
(Continued from page 13) 

comfort, things, and selfishness, and find 
us conformed to this age; rather than the 
habits of Christ and the pattern of the 
New Testament, where we daily sacrifice 
ourselves on His altar for new minis- 
tries of prayer and faith which works 
by His. love, where we are transformed 
(transfigured) by the renewing of the 
mind, and where we live to prove the 
good, acceptable, and perfect will of 
God (Rom. 12). 

We are full of action and energy. What 
do we spend them on? And where do 
we love to spend our money? That is a 
good test because whatever hits a man 
down deep hits his pocketbook. In it 
we have a treasure—either for God or 
instead of Him. “Where your heart is 
there will your treasure be also.” 


Paul’s Heart 

What did Paul love? What was his 
passion? His epistles bristle with zeal, 
with statements of intense desire, even 
vehemence. Paul’s whole heart and de- 
sire center around a life of prayer, care 
for all the churches, love forall saints. 
He glories in the cross. He longs for the 
power of Christ’s resurrection, and for 
the fellowship of His sufferings. He is 
pressing on for crowns. He is spending 
himself in the life of a daily celebration 
of the victory that is in Christ Jesus. He 
is full of joy (see Philippians). All comes 
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from Christ and all comes from the Holy 
Spirit. Nothing, no one, has stolen his 
affections from Christ. He is constantly 

those which are above. 

For Paul “the kingdom of God is not 
meat or drink but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 

God’s own Word is the one remedy for 
all forms of backsliding. What a blessed 
word it is! “As many as I love I rebuke 
and chasten; be zealous therefore, and 
repent.” This is the mighty message of 
God to most of our churches at this hour. 
We must give this Word with such fresh 
anointing and power in the Holy Spirit 
that our churches will indeed repent. 
The message to the churches in the 
opening chapters of Revelation is‘ a 

revival message.” Revival means re- 
pentance. It is easier to say, “I want 
revival” than to say, “I need to repent.” 

These letters show how the Holy Spirit 
is still at work in the end to uphold the 
original New Testament standard of the 
Spirit, by calling fallen churches back 
to it, as at the first. Our churches need 
revival, for the most part—not that re- 
vival is the normal—but to get back to 
the one common normal level of Spirit- 
filled Christian living, that of their “first 
love” and of their “first works.” 

It may well be that at last we shall 
reach that which was “at the first,” to 
find in the end of the age “that which 
was in the beginning.” We may yet move 
on from evangelism to revival to full- 
orbed New Testament church-evangel- 
ism which alone has all the dimensions 
of Scripture on the one hand, and is 
sufficient for all the need on the other. 
It may well be that the apostasy will 
hasten the birth of the apostolic. Enp 
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THE UNITY CULT 
(Continued from page 9) 
examples of Unity’s blatant chicanery, 
“I am the Son of God” (Mt. 27:43, John 
10:36), “the only begotten Son dwelling 
in the bosom of the Father” (John 1:18), 
“I am the Christ of God” (Mt. 16:16), 
“I am the beloved Son in. whom the 
Father is well pleased” (Mt. 3:17, 17:5), 
“Of a truth I am the Son of God” (Mt. 
27:54), “All that the Father has is mine” 
(John 16:15), “He who has seen me has 
seen the Father” (John 14:9), “I and my 

Father are one” (John 10:30).* 

The interested reader will also ob- 
serve that Unity reduces the Lord Jesus 
Christ to the level of a mere man who 
had within him “the perfect Christ idea,” 
and even further “that same Christ idea 
is in every man”—thus it is taught by 
Unity that all men are miniature Christs, 
sharing in His nature and power. 
Should any doubt this assertion, we 
quote further Unity’s own literature to 
substantiate our contention: “Jesus was 
able to say ‘All authority has been given 
to me in heaven and on earth’—we, too, 
can say truthfully that this authority has 
been given to us.”” 

Unity cannot deny that these are their 
teachings and that the Word of God in 
its entirety stands arrayed against such 
outright perversions of the true gospel. 

Unity versus the Atonement and 
Resurrection of Christ 

As Unity perverts numerous other Bib- 
lical doctrines, so does it attack the 
great and true teaching of the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ. In the tradition of Mary 
Baker Eddy’s Christian Science, Unity 
first of all denies the very obvious rea- 
son for Christ’s atonement in the first 
place by claiming that sin is merely 
“discontent belief” or “mortal mind,” 
not rebellion against the laws of a holy 
God. To quote the Unity literature once 
again, which makes their stand very 
clear, “There is no sin, sickness, or 
death.”*° 

Opposed to this unheard-of denial of 
sin’s existence, we find the plain declara- 
tions of Scripture—“All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
$:23), “All unrighteousness is sin” (1 


§ Christian Healing. Charles Fillmore. p. 26. 
Good Business ae July, 1949. 
10 20 Unity. Vol. 47, no. 5, p. 403 
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John 5:17), “If we say we have no sin 
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us” (1 John 1:8). How futile it is for 
Unity or any other cult to attempt to 
escape from the paralyzing reality that 
“sin is transgression of the law,” and 
“the wages of sin is death” (1 John 3:4; 
Rom. 6:23). The Bible clearly teaches 
that the atonement of Christ was the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament sacri- 
fice of a lamb for the sins of the people 
(Ex. 12:5-14), and further that Christ 
as the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29) 
made full and complete payment for all 
sin, forever, upon the cross of Calvary, 
“once,” and then “seated Himself at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high” 
(Heb. 1:3). Through His holy and pre- 
cious blood, therefore, “we have peace 
with God” (Col. 1:20), “and the blood 
of Jesus Christ, God’s Son cleanses us 
from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 

In sharp contrast to this Scriptural 
picture of the atonement, the Unity view 
projects itself in unmistakable language: 
“The atonement is the union of man 
with God the Father, in Christ. Stating 
it in terms of mind, we should say that 
the atonement is the at-one-ment or 
agreement or reconciliation of man’s 
mind with Divine Mind through the 
superconsciousness of Christ mind.”** 

The original Hebrew and Greek lang- 
uages of the Bible leave no room for 
the chopping apart of syllables, such as 
Unity practices on the English transla- 
tions; therefore, linguistically speaking, 
the entire view they promulgate, based 
on a purely arbitrary dissection of the 
term atonement, is a monstrous farce 
hardly worthy of refutation. 

Respecting the doctrine of the Resur- 
rection of our Lord and of all men for 
that matter, it should be noted in passing 
that Unity believes in and boldly teaches 
re-incarnation in place of resurrection, 
as this quotation from their statement 
of faith amply demonstrates: “We be- 
lieve that the dissolution of spirit, soul 
and body, caused by death, is annulled 
by rebirth of the same spirit and soul in 
another body here on earth. We believe 
the repeated incarnations of man to be 
a merciful provision of our loving Father 
to the end that all may have opportunity 
to attain immortality through regenera- 
tion, as did Jesus. “This corruptible must 
put on incorruption.’ ”’”* 

One may see in this thoroughly pagan 
view that Unity, Theosophy, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and countless other oriental 
philosophies go hand in hand down the 
primrose path of reincarnation, which 
the Scriptures flatly contradict by de- 
claring for the Christian, “To be absent 
from the body, is to be at home with 
the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8), and for the non- 
Christian, “he that believeth not the 
Son has not life but the wrath of God 


11 What Practical Christianity Stands For. p. 5. 
12 Unity Statement of Faith. Article 22. 
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continues to abide on him” (John 3:36). 
Innumerable passages of Scripture, too 
numerous to quote here, belie the con- 
cept of reincarnation which brands Un- 
ity irrevocably as a dangerous non-Chris- 
tian cult. 

The Christian Approach 

Many persons ask, “Conceding that 
the facts as you present them are true 
and that Unity is a threat to the gospel 
of our Lord, how can we best meet Un- 
ity’s challenge to our faith? 

To these questions, I propose the fol- 
lowing plan of action to be adopted 
when dealing with Unity adherents. 

(1) Insist whenever Biblical terms 
are used that you define the words to 
mutual satisfaction. This is important 
because followers of this cult repeatedly 
misuse common Scriptural terms and 
thus mislead the unwary into believing 
that they agree with the basic gospel, 
which they do not, as their literature 
clearly shows. 


(2) Emphasize from the Scripture the © 


personality of the Living God, show how 
impractical it is to believe in an “It” 
when the Bible teaches that God is our 
Living, Loving Heavenly Father, not 
just an impersonal Principle. Remember, 
a Principle cannot hear, think, see, 
speak, create, or save: but Ged does all 
these things and much more because He 
is a Person (Gen. 1:1; Ex. 3:14, 20:1). 

(3) Drive home the inescapable fact 
of human depravity (Rom. 3:23), uni- 
versal evil, and personal sin. Appeal to 
reason to show that God loves sinners 
but hates sin. “If we say we have no 
sin we deceive ourselves,” says John. Ask 
the Unity adherent if he or she knows 
what can remove sin other than the sacri- 
fice of the cross. Stress the desire of God 
for repentance (Acts 17:30, 31), from 
the sinner, not fiery revenge upon the 
sinner. 

(4) Finally, stress in a spirit of Chris- 
tian love, tolerance, and patience, the 
need for redemption from sin, the awful 
penalty for rejection of the cross, and 
the certain reward for obedience. Never 
attempt to win the argument forcefully, 
do not condemn unless on a Scriptural 
basis, and, last but not least, stand firm, 
“reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long 
suffering and doctrine,” “contend for the 
faith, and preach the Word.”. Always 
remember that “this is good and accept- 
able in the sight of Jehovah, our Saviour, 
‘who desires all men to be saved and 
come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 
Tim. 2:3). 

In these closing days of the age of 
grace, it is the duty of the Christian 
church to defend, as never before, the 
gospel of our Lord and the doctrines of 
our common salvation: that God, who is 
rich in mercy. may see fit to raise a 
powerful standard in this needy field, 
must be our earnest prayer. Enp 








MISSIONARY INTERNSHIPS 
(Continued from page 5) 





indians of several tribes net and spear 


They had an opportunity to view hu- 
man nature at its rawest, and to cope 
with it. Since they were removed, for 
considerable periods, from Christian 
fellowship, it was necessary for them 
to rely completely on the Lord for their 
devotional strength. The learned to 
“make do” with substandard accommo- 
dations which enabled them to develop 
a sympathy for others in like circum- 
stances. . 

They had opportunity to deal, first 
hand, and for the first time, with neigh- 
bors who had no Christian background 
and were without Christ. They had the 
joy of winning souls to Christ from 
paganism and then to see the spiritual 
growth of these newborn ones. 

Finally, they had observed, first hand, 
just how unglamorous missionary work 
really is. 

Almost as valuable, and certainly as 
important as the one year missionary 
internship, is the ten week summer mis- 
sionary training course for undergrad- 
uates which has been offered by the 
Student Missionary Council for the past 
sixteen years. More than 350 undergrad- 
uates from some fifteen Bible institutes, 
Christian colleges, and seminaries have 
participated in this training with the 
result. that more than 200 of these have 
gone on to the foreign field and others 
who did not go to the field have become 
outstanding in their Christian service, 
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partly at least, because of this pregrad- 
uate. training in practical missionary 
work. 

One such trainee, now the president of 
a Southern Bible institute, a director of 
another Bible school, and the vice presi- 
dent of a prominent missionary board, 
reports: ‘For several summers before 
and during my seminary days, I had the 
joy of laboring in rural areas in the 
Pacific Northwest. The invitation to 
participate in this training was really 
the turning point in my life. I had con- 
sidered going into Christian service, but 
this experience contributed greatly to 
the decision that was needed. The value 
of the practical training that I received 
can simply not be estimated. It comple- 
mented the classroom work at the sem- 
inary and gave me a practical view of 
missionary work. I shall never cease to 
praise the Lord for these experiences.” 

The importance of this summer train- 
ing course lies in the fact that the stu- 
dent has opportunity to serve as a mis- 
sionary under actual field conditions, 
under the supervision of competent 
leadership and then return to the class- 
room. The result is that the school work 
following such experience is much more 
meaningful. Then, too, it gives the stu- 
dent a greater appreciation of the need 
right here in America, resulting in a 
much more satisfactory evaluation of 
overall missidnary needs. 

The dean of one Bible school reports 
that two of his students on returning to 
school this year, immediately set out to 
locate an area without the gospel near 
to the institute—this on their own voli- 
tion. Such a place was found and these 
young men are now putting into prac- 
tice the practical lessons learned last 
summer. Their new work shows promise 
of becoming a permanent gospel testi- 
mony where none existed before. 


It is the practice of Student Mission- 
ary Council to place its trainees in areas 
where they will have opportunity to en- 
gage in as many phases of Christian 
work as is possible, and to observe the 
conditions which exist in areas which 
have little or no evangelical testimony, 
such as logging camps, mill towns, mi- 
grant camps, farm areas, and Indian 
reservations. The fields occupy vast 
areas in the Pacific Northwest states 
remote from the main centers of popu- 
lation and with a concentration of less 
than 5% of professing church members. 
Training given under such conditions 
is bound to result in the development of 
a true and valuable missionary vision 
and is responsible for such reactions as 
are noted in the attitudes of missionary 
leaders, one of whom, on greeting the 
writer for the first time said: 


“We like your trainees—they are al- 
ready missionaries when they come to us 
on the field.” END 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 39) 


KOREA GETS CHRISTIAN RADIO 


A very fine job has been done by 
RAVEMCCO (the radio and visual edu- 
cation mass communications committee), 
an agency of the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Foreign Missions. 
Funds have been channeled to Korea for 
the erection and operation of the na- 
tion’s first privately operated radio sta- 
tion. The station is a joint project of 
the National Council of Churches of 
Korea and cooperating U. S. missionary 
bodies. The director of the station, the 
Rev. Otto DeCamp, is a personal friend 
of the Editor of Erernity, and we know 
him as a man who is faithful to the 
great truths of the gospel and a man 
who has true missionary zeal and inter- 
est. The station was opened with cere- 
monies attended by the U. S. Ambassa- 
dor Ellis Briggs, high Korean govern- 
ment officials, and representatives of 
Korean and U. S. Christian groups. Mr. 
DeCamp has a plan for the support of 
the station through “selling” interested 
individuals and organizations sponsor- 
ship of various programs on its present 
five-hours-a-day schedule. If this suc- 
ceeds the station may eventually go on 
a full day-and-evening schedule. The 
programs are beamed north across the 
38th parallel, and undoubtedly there are 
many Christians and others in North 
Korea who are able to hear them. For 
five dollars anyone interested in reach- 
ing Koreans with the gospel via radio 
can pay for fifteen minutes of this broad- 
casting. The Editors of ETernity have 
furnished, through RAVEMCCO, and to 
this station in Korea, a set of tapes with 
all of the music which has been recorded 
for use on our Portable Church Services 
programs. This radio station is the first 
of several which are going to be erected 
throughout the world for the preaching 
of the Gospel in lands that border on 
the iron curtain. 


VATICAN VIEW OF U. S. EDUCATION. 


The official Vatican newspaper, Os- 
servatore Romano, has published an arti- 
cle criticizing the American public 
school system for the absence of religious 
training in this country. “One of the 
fundamentals of the U. S. is individual 
liberty, and this gives parents the right 
to have their children receive a religiois 
education,” it said. “But what happens 
in America? Because of misunderstood 
respect for the opinions of all and to 
avoid religious controversy (which the 
Pilgrim Fathers wanted to escape when 
they sailed for the new world), the 
State in its schools does not allow the 
teaching of any religion. The State thus 
deludes itself that it does not harm any 


’ of its citizens, while in fact it harms all 


citizens.” But the paper acknowledged 
that religion in general is held in high 
esteem in the U. S. in contrast to the 
“cynical indifference and hatred” shown 
for it in some European countries. The 
article continued, complaining against 
the fact that Romanists must pay taxes 
to support the state schools and pay 
again to have their children educated 
in Roman parochial schools. They for- 
get, perhaps, that all Americans who 
have had their children educated in 
private schools have been doing this for 
generations. The paper warned Ameri- 
can Romanists, however, against making 
“any move that might cause them to lose 
what they have.” 


HOW TO START A TRADITION 


The American people can witness a 
“tradition” in the making by following 
the claims that are being advanced that 
Roman Catholics from Ireland colonized 
the U. S. long before Columbus. There 
is a stone tower in Newport, R. I., and 
a report states that it has baffled scholars 
for years. It is now announced that it 
“may” be the remains of the oldest 
Romanist church in the U. S. An ama- 
teur archaeologist, Arlington Mallery, 
expressed this view after completing 
excavations around the base of the an- 
cient landmark. He said that his exca- 
vations strongly support the thesis that 
the Newport Tower and a number of 
other old stone ruins in New England 
were the work of early Irish missionaries 


- who visited America long before Colum- 


bus or Lief Ericson’s Vikings. Secular 
authorities say that the tower dates only 
from colonial times and attribute its 
construction to Governor Benedict Ar- 
nold of Connecticut, grandfather of the 
traitor of the same name. Colonial 
pottery of known date has been found 
beneath: the tower. Captain Mallery 
“explains” this on the grounds that the 
tower was very old and that it was but- 
tressed in colonial times, at which mom- 
ent the pottery would have been placed 
beneath it! What became of the sup- 
posed Irish settlers who came here in the 
Middle Ages? Captain Mallery has an 
answer for this also: they were wiped out 
in an epidemic of plague! In twenty 
years we may find Irish saints that lived 
in New England, have them canonized, 
and places of pilgrimage established for 
tourists to go and spend their money to 
see the places where the Romanists 
colonized America! I would suggest that 
they canonize Paul Bunyan in Minne- 
sota. There is much more evidence for 
him. A Notre Dame professor has pub- 
lished a book under the title, The Ruins 
of Great Ireland in New England. 
END 
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Men and Women Hail Liberal 


Sickness and Accident Policy 





No Reduction in Benefits Regardless of Age 





Cost Only $12 a Year—Down Payment $2.50 
Ages 60 to 69 Only $18 a Year—Ages 70 to 75 Only $24 a Year 


The older you are, the harder it is to get protection 
against financial worries that come when accident or 
sickness strikes. That’s why the reliable North American 
Accident Insurance Company of —— apres a 
special policy for men and women up to ars 0: ; 
ss haslpe manee sudden doctor and hospital bills—and the 
cost is only $12 a year for either men or women from 


15 to 59 old . . . only $18 a year from 60 to 69 
years... ages 70 to 75 only $24 a year. These rates 
are teed as long as the policy is continued in force. 


Easy payment plan if desired. 

No doctor’s examination required, merely your own 
statement as to your present health. If your policy is in 
effect at age 75, you may even continue it to age 80 at ne 
further increase in premium. ABSOLUTELY NO RE- 
DUCTION IN BENEFITS REGARDLESS OF AGE. 
Protects you 24 hours a day while in the United States, 
Alaska, Canada, Mexico, Central and South America. 


This is the popular, sound “SERIES 500” limited 
Accident and Sickness Policy which thousands of men 
and women all over the country are. carrying—it pays 
$25 a week for 10 weeks for total disability resulting 
from certain specified accidents and sicknesses; AN 


ADDITIONAL $25 a WEEK for 4 weeks from the first" 


day of disability for accidents requiring hospital con- 
finement; up to $25 cash for doctor bills (at the rate of 
$3 per visit) even for a minor accident such as a cut 
finger. In case of accidental death the policy pays $1,000 
c to your beneficiary. Accident benefits effective 
from date of policy. Sickness benefits effective 30 days 
from date of policy. All disability benefits are paid 
directly to you to use any way you wish. 

In addition, the policy covers many sicknesses in- 
cluding pneumonia, cancer, diabetes, tuberculosis, polio, 
ulcer of stomach or intestines, and operation for removal 
of appendix, hemorrhoids, gall bladder, kidney, and 
prostate, paying the weekly benefit after the first seven 
days of confinement to either home or hospital. 


This fine ae also has a double indemnity feature 
covering travel accidents. You receive $5Q a week if dis- 
abled by an accident to a bus, taxicab, train, subway, or 
streetcar, and $75 a week if the accident requires hospital 
confinement. The death benefit increases to $2,000 if 
caused by a travel accident. 

Following North Americans tradition of plainly re- 
citing not only the benefits of its policies but the restric- 
tions in coverage, this policy is sold to qualified men and 
women in all occupations except -men, Under- 
ground Miners, ter or Structural Iron Workers, Long- 
shoremen or Stevedores. This policy does not cover the 
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insured for suicide or attempt thereat; while riding in 
any aircraft (unless injured while riding as a fare-paying 
passenger on a regular commercial airliner operating be- 
tween definitely established airports); venereal disease; 
hernia; felonious act; while walking on a railroad roadbed 
except while crossing a public highway; any loss sustained 
outside the United States, Alaska, Canada, Mexico, Cen- 
tral or South America; while in Military or Naval Service 
outside the 48 States of the United States and the District 
of Columbia. 


Your benefits are never reduced even though you are also in- 
sured in a Group Plan, Blue Cross or other Hospitalization Insur- 
ance. So if you are now a member of some worthy hospitalization 
plan, you still need this additional protection. Just a small percent- 
age of people are confined to a hospital, and even then only for a 
fraction of the time they are disabled. Most people—over 80%—are 
confined at home where hospitalization plans do not apply. Or, they 
are hospitalized for a few days or a week, then spend weeks of con- 
valescence at home before they can go back to work again. The 
North American Policy pays specified benefits regardless of whether 
you are confined to your home or to a hospital. 


_ North American Accident Insurance Company of 
Chicago has been in business for more than a half cen- 
tury and is one of the leading insurance companies pro- 
viding accident and sickness protection. We have paid 
over $72,000,000 in cash benefits to grateful policy- 
holders when they needed help most. NORTH AMER- 
ICAN IS LICENSED BY THE INSURANCE DE. 
PARTMENTS OF ALL 48 STATES AND THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Whatever your age, whether you aré young or old, 
male or female, you need this sensible, necessary protec- 
tion. Get full details by sending for the revealing booklet, 
“Cash or Sympthay.” The booklet is absolutely free. It 
will be mailed without charge or obligation of any kind. 
We suggest you get your free copy by mailing the coupon 
to Premier Policy Division, North American Accident 
Insurance Co. of Chicago, 10 Commerce Court, Dept. 112, 
Newark 2, New Jersey. 


MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FREE BOOKLET 


| North American Accident Insurance Co. of Chicago a | 
10 Commerce Court, Dept. 112, Newark 2, New Jersey Pan 


| Please mail me your FREE booklet, “CASH OR SYMPATHY.” | under- 
| stand there is absolutely no obligation of any kind. 





































MODERN BUILDINGS 
UP-TO-THE-MINUTE COURSES 
OLD FAITH” 


HE “WORLD’S MOST UNUSUAL UNIVERSITY,” WHICH 

DS WITHOUT APOLOGY FOR THE “OLD-TIME RELIGION” AND 
ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE, APPLIES THE PRINCIPLES OF 

ETERNAL TRUTH TO TODAY'S PROBLEMS AND NEEDS. 


i€}. PLAN TO INVEST THEIR LIVES IN THE FIELD OF BUSINESS MAY 

TAKE THEIR SPIRITUAL ATMOSPHERE OF AMERICA’S GREAT CHRISTIAN 

UNIVERSITY AND S¥4i3 P-TO-THE-MINUTE COURSES AS INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT, 

LABOR RELATIONS, T. FATION, ETC. IN BOB JONES UNIVERSITY, THEY WILL BE 
1A ER PREPARED FOR POSITIONS OF LEADERSHIP. 


TECHNICALLY TRAINED AND CHARACTER 
eEULL CURRICULUM OF TEACHER - TRAINING 


THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION O 
COURSES. BOB JONES UNIVERSITY T IN DEMAND IN ALL SECTIONS OF 
1. TEACH BUT ALSO BECAUSE THEY 





AMERICA NOT ONLY BECAUSE THEY KNOW 
ARE FAITHFUL, RELIABLE, AND FORCEFUL. — 


OVER A THOUSAND YOUNG MEN STU 
VERSITY EACH YEAR. THERE ARE ALMOST FIVE: 
ARY SERVICE, AND HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS :ARE 
VARIOUS BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS. 


KMNISTRY IN BOB JONES UNI- 
OLUNTEERS FOR MISSION- 
iNED FOR USEFULNESS IN 


= College of Arts and 
Science 


School of Religion 
School of Fine Arts 
School of Business 
: School of Education 


Music, speech and art without addi- 
tional cost above regular academic 
tuition. Academy and seventh and 


eighth grades in connection. 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 


GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 





D. L. MOODY once said: 


“I am thankful to tell you that I have 
some splendid men and women in the field. 
My school work will not tell much 

while I am living, but when I am gone 

I SHALL LEAVE SOME GRAND MEN 

AND WOMEN BEHIND!” 


Moody has been with the Lord for more 

than fifty years, and the “grand men and 
women” he left behind have, through the Holy 
Spirit, guided Moody Bible Institute through 
the years and kept it true to God. 


Today Moopy Brie INstITvUTE is still 
forging ahead in the path outlined by the 
GRAND MEN who under God founded and di- 
rected it. Its many ministries reach millions of 
individuals for Christ each year — individuals 
in every country of the world. But the chief 
ministry of the Institute remains that of fur- 
nishing tuition-free Bible training to conse- 
crated young men and women who are pre- 
paring for lives of Christian service — both as 
full-time workers and laymen. 



































This is the fifth in a series of 
leaders of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


“There is the man to follow me in the presidency of Moody Bible 
Institute!” declared 83-year-old Dr. James M. Gray upon hearing Dr. 
Will H. Houghton preach. He reported his conviction to the Board of 
Trustees; and on August 16, 1934, Dr. Houghton was formally invited 
to become the fifth leader of the school. 


Almost immediately with his coming, it was evident that God’s bless- 
ing rested upon this choice. Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
the first thing Dr. Houghton did was to gather around him the finest 
faculty of any Bible school in the country. Then he began to utilize 
his great promotional skill in effective advertising and the multiplication 
of conferences. Enrollment in Day School increased to the point where 
hundreds were being turned away for lack of dormitory space. 


Under Dr. Houghton’s editorship, circulation of Moody Monthly rose 
from 35,000 to 74,000. A weekly “Let’s Go Back to the Bible” chain 
broadcast featuring Dr. Houghton was heard across the nation. In 1937 
a series of centenary meetings heralding the 100th anniversary of 
D. L. Moody’s birth was set up in major cities across the country and 
in England. But perhaps the most far-reaching single venture of Dr. 
Houghton was to persuade the Board of Trustees to establish Moody 
Institute of Science, on the West Coast, which now produces the 
gospel-science films, as well as educational, teacher training, and Bible 
story films. 


Yes, Dr. Houghton was a busy man during his 13 years at Moody 
Bible Institute. But with all his huge responsibilities his most sincere 
desire was to lead a lost soul to the Saviour, and this desire was ex- 
pressed in many of his songs and poems. One of these expresses the 
heart cry of Moody Bible Institute down through the years: 


“Lead me to some soul today, “Few there are who seem to care, 
O teach me, Lord, just what to say: And few there are who pray; 
Friends of mine are lost in sin, Melt my heart and fill my life, 
And cannot find their way. Give me one soul today.” 

And today this same passion for souls permeates all who are a part of 
the Institute—the students, alumni, faculty, employees—and the great host 
of friends who pray ...and give... that the work might be carried on. 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 North LaSalle Street ¢« Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president ¢ Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 








